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Page 5}, 7th line from top, read “three” for “the,” before commissioners. 
Page 56, ist line in caption, read “an act entitled.” 
Page 58, ‘8th line from top, read ‘‘said,” between “the” and “five.” 


Page 81, in 3d section of an act supplementary to an act for the permanent lo- 
cation of the seat of Government, after the word “hereby,” read “ap- 
propriated for the purposes as set forth in this act, and that the secre- 
tary of the treasury be and he is hereby.” 


Page 87, section 10, after the word “Congress,” read “to,” instead of “of.” 
Page 104, 6th line from top, before the word “Act,” read “this.” 

Page 133, 4th line from top, before the word “knowingly,” read “after.” 
Page 135, section 6, line 7, read “allotted,” where “allowed” occurs. 
Page 138, section 8, line 7, read “shall,” before the word “returnable.” 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
A ppr A tale MONCY for the protection of the Fronticr. 

Sworron L. Beit resolved by the Senate und House of Rep- 
resenialives of the ftepublic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
‘That the sun. of twenty thousand dollars be and the same 1s 
hereby appropriated to the fitting out of two hundred and filty 
men of the second brigade ‘Texas militia, (the number of inen 
called for by General Rusk) to que!l the insurrection now exist- 
ing emong the puan and Mexicans. 

Secrion 2 Be it further resolved, That twenty EEN 
dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated for obtaining 
anns, aumunition, provisions and clothing for the troops now 
under the command of General 'Thomas J. Rusk upon our north- 
ern frontier. 

Suortoy 3. Beat further resolved, That General Thomas 
J. Rusk be an l he is hereby authorised to draw upon the Custom 
ilowss Collector of the San Augustine Collectoral department 
for the sum of ten thousand dollars forthwith. 

Sucvron 4, Be it further resolved, That from and imme- 
diately atter the passage of the above and foregoing resolutions 
that the Sccretary of State be and he is hereby required. to for- 
ward a copy of the same to General Rusk forthwith by express. 
end that he draw upon the Treasury of the Republic of ‘Texas 
for a sutfivicat amount of money to defray the expenses of said 
express. 

Sccrton 5. Be it further resolved, That General Mosely 
Baker be authorised to demand and receive of the honorable 
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Secretary at War an order for any arms, ordnance, stores or mti- 
nitions of war now in the arsenal at this place, that he may deem 
necessary to render his force as effective as possible. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate, 
APPROVED Nov. 7, 1838, 
SAM HOUSTON, 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
dathorising the President to draw funds for transporting 
arms, munitions, troops, Se. Se. 

Kesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the Presi- 
dent be and he is-hereby authorised to draw upon the Treasury 
for the necessary funds to defray the expenses of transporting 
arms, ammunition, troops, &c. &e. to the frontiers of Texas for 


their protection. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate, 


Ppprovep Nov. 16, 1838, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
requiring the President to grant Commissions: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Presi- 
dent be requested to issue commissions to all military officers 
who have been duly elected in the various brigades from the 
rank of Colonel inclusive, with all officers entitled to a commis- 
sion below that rank. 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
ApproveD Noy. 16, 1838, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
Authorising the President to issue the Prommissory notes of 
the Governments 
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Section l> Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep. 
reseniatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That the President be and he is hereby authorised and required 
to issue one hundred thousand dollars of the prommissory notes 
of the Government, (authorised by act of Congress, bearing date 
May the 18th, 1838) of which sum twenty thousand dollars shall 
be paid out forthwith agreeably to an Act of the present Congress 
making an appropriation for the fitting owt of two hundred and 
fifty men, called for by Major General T. J. Rusk from the sec- 
ond brigade, Texas Militia; and the remaining eighty thousand 
are hereby ordered to be placed in the hands of the Treasurer, 
subject exclusively to appropriations for the protection of the 
frontier. 

Section 2. Be wv further enacted, That the Treasurer be 
and he is hereby authorised and, required to pay the said appro» 
priation of twenty thousand dollars to the Paymaster of the first 
regiment, second brigade Texas militia, after he shall have given 
bonds and good security in the sum of eighty thousand dollars, 
as heretofore required by an act of this Congress. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, ^` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
. | President pro tem. of the Senate, 
APPROVED Nov. 16, 1838, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Legalizing Commission of Military Oficers, Se. 

Section 1. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Republic ef Texas in Congress assem- 
bled, That the faith of Congress is hereby solemnly pledged to 
remunerate the services of all citizens who may volumteer im de- 
fence of our exposed and sufferme frontier. 

Section 2 Be it further resolved, That in the absence of 
regularly commissioned officers the citizens are recommended to 
elect their own officers, and the faith of Congress is hereby 
pledged to ratify and legalize all such elections. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
Presidené pro tem. of the Senate 


Azsprovep Nov. 16, 1838, 
SAM HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
{untitled an Act to authorise the Judge of the first Judicial 

Disirict to hold a special term of the District Court in the 

County of San Augustine. 

Secrion l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentaiives of the Ikepublic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
‘That the Judge of the first Judicial District be and he is hereby 
authorised and required to hold a special term of the district 
court in and for the county of San Augustine on the first Mon- ° 
day in January, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, for the pur- 
pose of trying the prisoners now in the jail of said county, ar- 
rested and imprisoned upon the charge of High ‘Treason. 

SECTION 2. Be ii further enacted, That the Judge of the 
District Court aforesaid be and he is hereby authorised and re. 
quired to order the summoning of a jury of talesmen by the pro- 
per officer, for the trial of said prisoners; Provided, That noth- 
ing in this act shall be so construed as to authorise the Judge of 
the District Court to force a trial of said prisoners unless the 
prosecuting attorney on the part of the Republic shall be ready 


for the same. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
P resident pro tem. of the Senate. 
Apprroven Nov. 17, 1838, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
fuihorising the President to renew the lease of the Capitol. 
Resolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the President 
be and he is hereby authorised and required to renew the lease 
of the Capitol for the ensuing year, commencing at the expire- 
tion of the last year’s lease, to wit, the twenty-fith day of Septem- 
bef, 1838; and that five thousand dollars be and are hereby ap- 
propriated for the same. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Represeniatives. 
| §. H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate» 


APPROVED, 
SAM HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Requiring the Trensurer to pay certain Drafts therein named. 
fResolecd by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Treasurer 
of the the Republic be and is hereby required to pay out of any 
monies now in the Treasury, any and all drafts on the Civil and 
Contingent funds that may be presented to him for payment; 
And further resolved, That the sum of fifty thousand dollars be 
and the same is hereby appropriated to defray in part the Civil 
list. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
APPROVED Dec. 5, 1838, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
Validating certain acts therein named. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the official acts 
of the Second Auditor and Comptroller be declared as valid as if 
the Act creating said officers had been previously perfected. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of ihe Senate. 


Approven Dec. 5, 1838, 
o SAM HOUSTON. 


AN ACT. . 
Making appropriation for the Post Office Department. 

Be tt enacted by ihe Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the sum of twenty- 
five thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated for 

‘the use of the Post Office Department, and that the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized to draw for the amount on the 
Secretary of the Treasury out of any unappropriated money in 
the Treasury. 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
Approvep Dec. 13, 1838, 
i MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


© 
JOINT RESOLUTION 


Requiring the Secretary of War to discharge certain soldiers theretw 
named. 

Be st resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Tewas in Congress assembled, That all officers and 
soldiers now in the service or on furlough, belonging to the first 
and second regiments permanent volunteers, be discharged, and 
the Secretary of War be authorised and required to discharge 


the same. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


' MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Appropriating fwe thousand dollars for the contingens expenses of 
both Houses of Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the sum of five 
thousand dollers or as much thereof as may be necessary, be 
and the same is he: “yy appropriated to defray the contingent 
expenses of both houses of Congress, 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


' MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


APPROVED Dec. 16, 1838 


Approved Dec. 16, 1838 


AN ACT 
To amend an Act entitled an Act amending the Judiciary laws of 

the Republic, approved December 1837. 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of 
the Republic of Tenas in Congress assembled, That the fifth sec- 
tion of the Act amending the Judiciary laws of the Republic, 
approved 18th December, 1937, be and the same is hereby re- 


pealed. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro temo of the Senate. 


Aprroven Dec. 16, 1838, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


{ 
i AN ACT 


Anivled an act to change a certain post rowle ihoreir named. 
Be ùt enacted by the Senate and House of Kenrrsentaisves 
of the Republic of Teves in Congress assembled, ‘Nhat the pre- 
sent mail route from the city of Houston to Nacogdoches, by way 
of Cincinnati, be so changed, that after leaving Cincinnati, it pass 
by way of Mustang Prairie post office, thence to Crockett, Kous- 
tom county, thence to intersect the present route at Williams’ on 


the Neches river. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
Approve, Dec. 21, 1838. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 

o To incorporate the Neches Steam Mill Company. 

Secrion 1. Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republicof Texas in Congress assembled, 
That Henry Millard, Christian Hillerbrant, Nathaniel Grigsby, 
David Garner, William D. Smith, Oliver H. Delano, Clarke 
Beach, ‘Thomas W. Chambers, Robert ©. Booth, James Clarke, 
Randolph C. Doom, Hezekiah Williams, Sen., George A. Patello, 
and Gilbert Stephenson, together with their successors and as- 
signs, be and are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate, 
under the name and style of “ “Ihe Neches Steam Mill Compa- 
ny,” with power to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, an- 
swer and be answered unto, appear and prosecute to final judg- 
ment in any court or elsewhere. To have a common seal, to 
elect in such manner as they shall deem proper all necessary of- 
ficers, and to fix their compensation, and define their duties, to 
establish by-laws for the regulation of their affairs, and the same 
to alter and repeal; and to employ all such agents, mechanics, 
and other laborers as they shall think proper. 

Suction 2. Be it further enacted, That the object of said 
company shall be to operate by steam power or ortherwise in Tex- 
as, a saw mill, a shingle mill, and grist<mill, and any machinery 
necessary in carrying on such other manufacturing or mechani- 
cal business as they shall determine to prosecute; also to pre- 
pare materials and erect public and private buildings, stores and 
offices upon contract. 

SECTION 3. (Be tt further enacted, ‘That the capital stock of 
said company shall be twenty thousand dollars, actually paid in 
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with the privileve of increasing the same to fifty thousand dol- 
lars. Provided, however, that no additional stock shall be crea- 
ted during the first year of the company’s operations. 

Sser.on 4. Be tt further enacted, ‘That said company un- 
der their corporate name shall have power to purchase, hold, oc- 
cupy and enjoy to them and their successors, all such lands, ten- 
ements, hereditaments, and all such goods, and chattels, and ef- 
fects of every kind, as shall be necessary for said company. 

Sucrion 5. Be t¢ further enacted, ‘Vhat the stock, property, 
affairs and business of said. company shall be under the care and 
managed by not less than three directors, who shall be chosen 
annually by the stockholders, at such times and place as shall be 
provided by the by-laws of said company, and who shall be stock- 
holders, and shall hold their offices for one year, and until others 
shall be chosen in their stead. 

Sscrion 6. Be it further enacted, ‘That the directors of the 
company shall choose one of their number to be president ; they 
shall also choose a secretary and treasurer of said company, and 
such other officers as the by-laws of said company shall prescribe. 
They may call in future subscriptions to the capital stock of said 
company by instalments, in such proportions, and at such times 
and places as they shall think proper, by giving such notice there- 
of as the by-laws of said company shall prescribe; and in case 
any stockholder shall neglect or refuse payment of any such in- 
stalments, for the space of sixty days after the same shall become 
due and payable, and after he, she, or they shall have been noti- 
fied thereof, the stock of such negligent stockholder, shall by the 
directors be sold at public auction, giving at least thirty days no- 
tice thereof in some newspaper; and the proceeds of such sale 
shall be first applied in payment of the instalment called for, and 
the expenses attending it, and the balance shall be reiunded to 
the owner thereof, and such sale shall in all respects entitle the 
purchaser to all the rights of a stockholder to the extent of the 
shares so bought. 

Section 7. Be ti further enacted, That a majority of the 
directors of this company, convened according to their by-laws, 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and a 
majority of the stockholders present at any legal meeting, and at 
all meetings of such stockholders, each share shall entitle the 
holder thereof to one vote. 

Sscrion 8. Be it further enacted, ‘That the directors of said 
company shall have power to fill any vacancy which may hap- 
pen in their board, by death, resignation or otherwise, for the 
then current year. 
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SECTION 9. Be i further enacted, That the books contain- 
ing the accounts of said company, shall at all reasonable times 
be open for the inspection of any of the stockholders, and as of- 
ten as once in each year, a statement of the accounts of said com- 
pany shall be made by order of the directors. 

Section 10. Be it further enacted, That the stock of this 
company shall be deemed and considered personal property, and 
be transferred only on the books of said company, in such form 
as the directors of said company shall prescribe; and said com- 
pany shall at all times have a lien upon all the stock or proper- 
ty of the members of said company invested therein for all debts 
due from them to said company. 

SECTION ll. Be it further enacted, ‘That-this act of incor- 
corporation shall be, and continue in force for the term of twenty 
years from and after its passage. 

Section 12. Be ùt further enacted, That nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to authorise banking privileges im 
any form whatever. And ifthe company should in any way at- 
tempt banking operations, this charter shall be forfeited. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of tre Senate. 
Aveproven, Dec: 21, 1838, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
To incorporite the town of Beaumont and the town of Jasper. 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Cungress assembled, Tho! the 
citizens of the town of Beaumont, be and are hereby declared a 
body politic and corporate, under the name and style of the cor- 
poration of the town of Beaumont, who shall have the power of 
suing and being sued, of pleading and being impleaded, and to 
hold and dispose of real and personal property within the limits 
of said corporation. 

SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of said citizens to elect eight aldermen, a presiding officer or may- 
or, a treasurer and secretary, who shall be selected by them from 
their own body. That a collector shall be elected by said citi- 
zens ; the treasurer and collector being required to give satisfac- 
tory security, and make reports when required by the mayor's 
warrant ; that the corporation shall elect one constable ; and the 
mayor, when necessary to suppress riots and disturbances, shall 
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a power to call out the posse for the purpose of restoring or- 
er. 

SECTION 3. Be i further enacted, ‘That the first election shall 
be held under the direction of the chief justice of Jefferson coun- 
ty, after having given ten days notice thereof; ‘and annually af- 
terwards by the presiding officer, at least ten days prior to the 
expiration of fais term of office, and that in case of death or re- 
signation the vacancy or vacancies shall be filled by new elec- 
tions, 

Section 4. Be further enacted, That no person shall be 
eligible to hold an office in said corporation, or to vote for the 
members of said body unless he shall be the owner of real estate 
in said town, and shall have acquired the rights of citizenship in 
conformity with the laws of this republic. 

SECTION 5. Be iè further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the aldermen fora time to time to pass such rules and ordinances 
for the regulation of the police, and preservation of order within 
the corporation limits as may be necessary; to levy taxes for the 
removal of nuisances, and keeping the streets in order, and pre- 
scribing the penalties; Provided, however, thatno tax shall be levi- 
ed, unless by consent of two-thirds of the aldermen present, it be- 
ing assessed according to the valuation of property, and when a 
meeting is called for this purpose, the object must be stated in 
the notice, and for the collection of which personal property alone 
shall be subject to be seized. i 

Ssction 6. Be it further enacted, That to guard against acci- 
dents by fire, the citizens shall be required to keep im readiness 
hooks, ladders and buckets. 

Section Y.. Be i further enacted, That the said aldermen 
shall have the power of establishing schools within the corpora- 
tion. 

Section 8. Be it further enacted, That the rules and ordi- 
nances of said corporation shall not be contrary to the constitu- 
tion and Jaws of this republic. 

Szcrton 9. Be it further enacted, That the town of Jasper, 
be and the same is hereby incorporated, and shall have the pow- 
ers and be governed by the rules that are hereby enacted for the 
incorporation and government of the town of Beaumont. 

" _ JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


. Approve, Dec. 16, 1838, 
: MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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(JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Samuel B> Marshall. 
_ __ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representaitves of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the board of land 
commissioners for the county of Red River, be and they are here- 
by required to grant to Samuel B. Marshall, a certificate for three 
hundred and twenty acres of land; to be located on any of the 
vacant lands of the republic not otherwise appropriated, which 
land shall be in full for redeeming a captured child from the wild 
Indians. l 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House af Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET; 
President of the Sewates 


MIRABBAU B: LAMAR > 
AN ACT . 


To exempt from direct taxation, certain citizens of certain counties. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the citizens of the 
counties of Gonzales, Victoria, Goliad, Refugio, San Patricio and 
Bexar, now actually residing in those counties, and those citizens 
of said counties who have been carried captive by the enemy, 
and those citizens of said counties who have been compelled by 
the incursions of the Mexicans and Indians to abandon their 
homes, be and they are hereby exempted from direct taxation, 
from the date of the passage of the law, to raise a revenue by di- 
rect taxation, up to the first day of January, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine. Provided, that this law shall not exempt from 
taxation more than one league and labor of land belonging to the 
same individual, nor any other species of property. - 
Section 2. And be it further enacted, That this law shall 
not be so construed as to exemp from direct taxation any person 
or persons who are not actually residing im one of the before men- 
tioned counties, widows and orphans excepted. 
JOHN M. RANSFORD, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

DAVID & BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


APPROVED; Dee: BI, 1838; 


AppProvep, Dec. 21, 1838, 
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AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to provide for the protection of the Northern and 

Western Frontier. 

Ssowton l. Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That a 

regiment of men be, and the same is hereby created for the pro- 
tection of the northern and western frontier, which regiment 
shall be composed of eight hundred and forty rank and file, to 
be divided into fifteen companies consisting of fifty-six men each, 
and that there shall be attached to each company, one captain,” 
one first lieutenant, and one second lieutenant. 

SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, That the term of service 
of said men shall be for three years, unless sooner discharged, 
who shall be allowed for their services the sum of sixteen dollars 
per month, and also a bounty of thirty dollars to each recruit, to 
be paid him at the time of his enlistment, and such further com- 
pensation as may hereafter be provided for in this Act. 

Sacrion 3. Be it further enacted, That the regiment shall 
be divided into eight detachments, and shall be stationed as fol- 
lows: One detachment of fifty-six men at or near Red River; 
one detachment of one hundred and sixty-eight men at or near 
the Three Forks of the Trinity; one detachment of one hun- 
dred and twe: ve men at or near the Brazos river; one detach- 
ment of one hundred and twelve men at or near the Colorado 
river ; one detachment of fifty-six men at or near the river St. 
Marks; one detachment of fifty-six men at or near the head wa- 
ters of the Cibolo; one detachment of fifty-six men at or near the 
Rio Frio; and one detachment of two hundred and twenty-four 
men at or near the river Nueces: Provided, The President be 
and is hereby authorized. to increase the force at the different sta- 
tions as may seem to him most proper. ` 

SECTION 4, Be it further enacted, That the field officers of 
the regiment shall consist of a Colonel, one Lieutenant Colonel, 
and a Major; who, together with the officers of companies, shall 
be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate. 

Secrion 5. Be it further enacted, ‘That the regiment shall 
be divided into two battalions; the detachments west of the Col- 
orado shall constitute the first battalion, and the detachments east 
of said river shall constitute the second battalion. 

Secrion Ô. Be it further enacted, That to each battalion 
there shall be one assistant quartermaster, to be appointed by the 

Colonel, and for the regiment one paymaster and two commis- 
saries of purchase, to be appointed by the President, with the 
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edrigent of the Senate, and the duties of the commissaries shali 
be to furnish for the use of the various posts such requisitions as 
may from time to time be made by the Colonel, Lieutenant Colo- 
onel, or Major, as the case may be. 

Section 7. Be ct further enacted, That a militery road shall 
be laid off from, at, or near, the mouth of the Kiamishua Red 
River, to the river Nueces; at the imterseetion of the road from 
Bexar to the prisidio del Rio Grande; for which purpose an en- 
gineer of experience shall be appointed by the President, whose 
duty it shall be, in conjunction with the Colonel of the regiment 
thus created, to examine and mark and stake out said road, 
over such ground and to be rufi in such manner as the Colonel 
and Engineer may deem most judicious; which road is hereby 
declared to be a public highway, andjshal) be sufficiently clear d 
and bridged to admit the passage of wagons. 

Suction 8. Be i: further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Colonel to select such positions on the road as will be best 
calculated for the erection of forts, except the post on Red river; 
which post shall be at or near the upper settlements on said ri- 
ver, and. for the defence and protection of the country, subject at 
all times to such instructions as they may receive from the Pres 
sident. 

Szcrion 9. Be it further enacted, That after the positions 
for forts and garrisons shall be designated, it shall be the duty of 
the Colonel to cause to be stationed at each of the positions desig- 
nated in the-third section, the detachment assigned for the pro- 
‘tection of that particular section of country, and to cause to be 
erected such -fortifications as may be best calculated to protect 
and defend such station; in all cases using stone for the pur- 
pose, when the same can be obtained. 

Sucrion 10. Be it further enacted, That after the said po- 
sitions shall be selected, it shall be the duty of the Colonel to 
cause three leagues square of land to be laid off around each sta- 
tion, and to be surveyed into lots of one hundred and sixty acres 
each, two of which lots of ohe hundred and sixty acres shall be 
reserved to Government, for purposes of fortification, farming, 
&c.; one of which lots of one hundred and sixty acres shall be 
granted as bounty land to each of the soldiers composing the reg- 
iment, (priority of choice to be decided by lot) who shall have 
complied faithfully with the terms of their enlistment ; and the 
remainder, in lots of ome hundred and sixty acres each, shall be 
given in fee simple, free of expense, to such able bodied citizens 
as shall actually settle upon and cultivate the same for the space 
of two years. Provided, That said land shall not be liable to be 
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sold or transferred either by voluntary or forced sale, for the 
term of five years next succeeding the period when the same was 
acquired. Š 

Section ll. Be i further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
ofthe Colonel to set apart out of the three hundred and twenty 
acres heretofore appropriated to the uses of the Government, a 
lot of ground to be cultivated by the garrison, in the proportion 
ef three acres to each soldier, which ground shall be planted and 
cultivated in such manner as may best conduce to the support 
and sustenance of the garrison or post, 

SgcrTion 12. Be it further enacted, That it shall be. the duty 
of the Colonel so to dispose of the several detachments, as that 
the space between each station shall be traversed twice a day, if 
the same be practicable, by such number of men as the command- 
ing officer of the garrison or post may from time to time desig- 
nate. 

Ssecrion 13, Be i further enacted, That all spoil (not the 
property of citizens) captured from an Indian enemy, shall be di- 
vided by the field officers of the regiment, equally amongst the 
< captors, without regard to rank; and the property of citizens, on 
identification, shall be restored to the owners. 

SECTION 14. Be it further enacted, That the troops already 
enlisted under an act of the last session of Congress, approved 
May fifteenth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, for 
the protection of the trenticr, shall be deemed part of the regi- 
ment created by this Act; and shall be forthwith equipped, and 
sent to the post on the river Nueces, which post shall receive its 
full complement of men from those first enlisted in the service. 

_ Section 15. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Colonel of the regiment to cause at convenient intervals 
the detachment on the Nueces to traverse the country between 
the Nueces and Rio Grande in such manner as shall give most 
protection and security to that section of the country. 
 Secrion 16. Be č further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
ot the President, se soon as he shall deem it expedient, to cause 
trading houses to be established at or near such of the foregoing 
posts as will best conduce to the maintaining of amicable relations 
with the various Indian tribes, under such rules and regulations 
as he may prescribe. Provided however, ‘That this section shall 
not be so construed as to authorize any person or persons, trader 
or traders, to vend ardent spirits, arms or munitions of war, by 
wholesale or retail, at or within ten miles of such trading houses 
as may be established under the provisions of this section, except 
by the special leave of the President. 
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Section 17: Be i further enacted, That as soon as the offfiz 
cers herein created have been appointed by the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, it shall be the duty of the 
President to assign to each officer lis separate station, who shall 
immediately commence recruiting for his station. 

Secrron 18. Be dt further enacted; That any one of the cave 
alry furnishing his own horse; shall bë éntitled to have him ap» 
praised by two sworn appraisdi’s to bè appointed by a field officer 
of either battalion; and shall receive from the Government what- 
ever price he may be appraised at: Provided; That such ap: 
praisment does not exceed one hundred and fifty dollars ; and 
field officers are hereby authorised to administer the necessary 
oath to the appraisers. 

Sucrton 19. Be i further enacted, That it is hereby made 
the duty of the President to appoint to each post all such neces: 
sary officers ds ave not herein provided for, agreeably to the laws 
now existing on such subject. ; 

Section 20. Be i further enacted, That for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, the sum of three 
hundred thousand dollars be, arid the same is hereby oppropria- 
ted’; and it is hereby made the duty of the President to cause to 
be issued forthwith the promissory notes of the Government to 
that amount, and the amourit whén so issued to be placed in the 
Treasury of the Republic, to be drawn on the requisition of the 
paymaster, commissaries, or either of them ; such requisitions in 
all cases being approved and cotintersigned by the Colonel, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, of Major, as the case may Be. 

Section 21. Be ct further enacted, That the paymaster, bes 
fore entering upon the duties of his office, shall be required to 
give bond and good personal security for the faithful perform: 
ance thereof, in the sum of fifty thousand dollars; which bond 
shall be made payable to the President of the Republi of Texas; 
and. his successors in office. 

Suction 22. Be it further enacted, That conimissaries of 
purchase who may be appointed under the authority of this Act; 
shall before entering upon the discharge of their duty, give each 
a bond and good personal security in the peal sum of fifty thou- 
sand dollars, to be payable to the President of the Republic, and 
his successors in office; conditioned for the faithful performance 
of the duties assigned them. . l 

Sacrion 23. Be i further enacted, That should the three 
leagues square of land at each of the posts above referred to, or 
any portion of the same, be found to be individual property, then 
and in that case it shall be lawful for the said Colonel and En- 
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gmeer to petition the Judge of the judicial district in which such 
land mar be situated, giving a description of the lands, with the 
names of the proprietors, if they can be ascertained; and the 
said Judge shall then cause six disinterested freeholders to be 
summoned, who, after being duly sworn shall make a report of 
the value of the land so required; which said report, with the 
proceedings on the same, shall be filed in the office of the Dis- 
trict Couzt, in the county in which such trial may be had; and 
it shall be the duty of the said Judge to decree said land to be 
the property of the Republic of Texas, and said Judge shall also 
decree the price of said land so reported, to be paid to the owner 
or owers of said land by the Republic of Texas; and a certified 
copy of said decree of the Judge shall be sufficient to authorise 
the party interested to demand and receive the said sum of mo- 
ney from the Treasury of the Republic of ‘Texas: unless the 
party, owner of the land so adjudicated should prefer receiving 
a like quantity of land in exchange, in which case he may make 
his election to do so, and thereupon shall be entitled to a certifi- 
cate for an equal quantity of land, to be located on any of the 
vacant lands in the Rpublic. Provided however, That if the 
owner of the land be an abseniee, thirty days notice of the day 
of appointment shall be given by said Judge in the newspapers 
printed in his district, or if none are so printed, then in the near- 
est newspaper, requiring the owner or owners of said land to ap- 
pear at the place of appointment if they see proper; but if the 
owner be a citizen resident in Texas, then a notice of the pro- 
cecding about to be had, as well as the time ànd- place of meet- 
ing of the appraisers, shall be served on him personally, or left 
at his usual place of residence, at least twenty days before the 
time of mecting. And provided also, ‘That the District Judge shall 
in all cases cause the appraisment to be made in that county 
where the land is situated. 

Suction 24. Boi further enacted, That the President shall 
have power to make cavalry of as many of the eight hundred and 
forty inen herein authorised to be reised, as in his opinion the 
- public exigencies may demand, and to distribute them among the 
different stations in such manner as he thinks best for the protec- - 
tion of the frontier. 

Suoprion 25. Be it further enacted, That the foregomg Act 
shall commence and go into operation from and after the twenti- 
tisth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight, and not before. 

ye 


JOHN M. EHANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Antinio Manchaca. 

Section l. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, Ihat 
there shall be and is hereby granted to Antonio Manchaca in 
compensation of the injuries inflicted upon him in ¢onsequence 
of his adherence to the cause of ‘Texian independence, some 
one of the houses and lots in the city of San Antonio which may 
be confiscated to the public use in virtue and under the provis- 
ions of any law or laws of this Republic. 

Suction 2. Be it further resolved, That to enable Antonio 
‘Manchaca to avail himself of the benefits of these resolutions at 
as early a period as practicable, he shall be and is hereby per- 
mitted to retain possession of the house and lot in the city of 
San Antonio which he now holds and occupies, until such time 
as the cases of confiscation shall be adjudicated by the tribunals 
of the country, at which time should that house amd Jot be con- 
fiscated to the public use, he shall receive from the Government 
a complete title to them, and in case they should not be coinfis- 
cated he shall then be allowed to take some house and lot which 
shall have been confiscated. Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to exempt Antonio Mainchaca from, 
or to subject the Government to, any legal ability to the owner 
of the house herein designated, should the same mot be confis- 
cated. 

- SECTION 3. Be it further resolved, That the Chief Justice of 
the county be and he is hereby required to give to Antonio Man- 
chaca a certificate of occupanty and possession to the house anc 
lot herein designated, which certificate shall secuite to hiim the 
undisturbed and unmolested possession and occupancy of the 
same until such time as is prescribed im the preceding resolu- 
tion. 


Arprovar, Dec. 21, 1838, 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Ilouse of Representatives. 
| DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 


APPROVED Dee 22, 1838, 
B MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 
To incorporate the towns of Milam and Zavala. 
& 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That so 
much of a joint resolution to incorporate certain towns therein 
named, approved December 29th, 1837, as relates to the town of 
Milam be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the citizens of the 
town of Milam in the county of Sabine be and they are hereby 
declared a body politic and corporate, by the name and title of 
«Ihe corporation of the town of Milam,” and by that name may 
sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, and may hold and dis- 
pose of real and personal estate in said town. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, ‘That the limits of the said 
town incorporated by this Act, shall extend eight hundred and 
forty English yards from either side of the public square. 

SECTION 4. Be it further enacted, That an election shall be 
held in said town on the first Monday in January in each year, 
for Mayor and four Aldermen, and the persons so elected shall 
continue in office one year, or until their successors are quali- 
fied. The Mayor so elected shall be commissioned by the Chief 
Justice of the county of Sabine, and shall- have all the powers of 
an ordinary Justice of the Peace, in all matters and cases arising 
under the criminal laws of the country, and shall be authorized 
and. empowered to enforce and carry into effect such by-laws and 
ordinances as the corporation of said town shall from time to time 
ordain for the regulation of the police thereof. 

SECTION 5. Be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
eligible to any of said offices, or vote, who is mot a citizen of this 
Republic and a freeholder or a householder in said town. 

SucTion 6. Be it further enacted, That the Mayor shall be 
President of the board of Aldermen, who together with any two 
Aldermen shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness, and said board may enact such by-laws for the government 
of said town, not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of 
this Republic, as may be deemed proper, and may inflict such 
fines, not exceeding one hundred dollars, as may be considered 
Necessary. 

SECTION 7. Be it further enacted, That the board of Alder- 
men shall have entire control over the streets of said town, may 
order new streets to be laid out and old ones discontinued at their 
discretion: Provided however, Thak no new streets be opened 
nor old ones discontinued exces? by the unanimous consent of 
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the board; and the board in all such acts shall be governed by 
the law of the land relative to roads and highways. 

Section 8. Beit further enacted, That all free males be- 
tween the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, and all male 
slaves between the ages of sixteen and sixty years, shall be lia- 
ble to work on the streets, that such persons shall not be com- 
pelled to work more than ten days in any one year, and they 
shall be exempt from other road duty. The board may impose 
such fines upon defaulters as they may think necessary, in which 
they shall be governed by the law of the land. 

Section 9. Be it further enacted, ‘That the board of Alder- 
men shall have power to levy a tax on all persons and property 
real and personal in said town: Provided however, ‘That the tax 
on real estate shall not exceed in any one year twelve per cent. 
ad valorem, and no tax shall be levied on such estate except by 
two thirds of the Aldermen present, and it shall be levied at the 
beginning of each year, and be assessed and collected by an of- 
feer appointed by the board in the same manner as the state tax 
is collected; and the board shall haye the power to levy and 
collect a tax on all taverns, tippling houses, billiard tables and 
shows in said town. 

Section 10. Be it further enacted, That all the public pro- 
perty im said town shall belong to said corporation, and the board 
of Aldermen may dispose of it in such manner as the best interest 
of said town may require. 

Swcvion 11. Be it further enacied, That all offences against 
the by-laws be prosecuted before the Mayor in a summary 
manner: an execution may issue returnable forthwith, and the 
constable shall execute all writs directed to him by the Mayor. 

Section 12. Be it further enacted, ‘That the constable and 
treasurer shall be appointed by the Mayor, and shall give bond 
and security payable to the Mayor and Aldermen and their suc- 
cessors in office, in the sum of three thousand dollars conditioned 
for the faithful performance of their dufies, and said constable 
shall have the same power and be entitled to the same fees of of- 
fice as other constables. 

Suction 13. Be tt further enacted, That the Chief Justice of 
Sabine county shall issue writs of election for the Mayor and Al- 
dermen, to be held on the first Monday in January, ome thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and the Mayor and two 
Aldermen shall, on the first Monday of each and every year 
hold said election forever afterwardls. 

Section 14. Be it further enacted, That the citizens of the 
town of Zavala, Jasper county, be and they ave hereby declared 
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a body corporate with the same powers and privileges as thig 
act confers ow the citizens of the town of Milam. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker af the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senales 


MIRABEAU B, LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
To establish a mail roule from the city of Houston to the town of 

San Augustin, by way of Captain Hiram’s on the Trinity 

river, Bits Ferry on the river Neches, and Nathaniel Hunt's 

on the Ayish Bayou. 

Section 1. B: it enacted by the Senale and Fouse of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Tezas in Congress assembled, That the 
Postmaster General of this Republie be, and he is hereby author- 
ized. and required to establish a mail route from the city of Hous- 
ton to the town of San Augustin, by the way of Capt. Hiram’s om 
Trinity river, Belt’s on the Neches river, B. W, Harvey’s on the 
Angelina river, aad Nathaniel Hunt’s on Ayish Bayou; and con- 
tract immediately for the transportation of the mail over said route 
once every seven days. 

SECTION 2 Be i further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General establish a post route from Jasper to Belgrade, to be car- 
ried, once every two weeks. 


Approvep, Dec. 24, 1838, 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 

President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for the settlement of de- 
ceased soldiers’ estates, approved May eighteenth, one thousand 

eight hundred and thirty-eight. . 

Secrron 1...Be it eracted by the Senate and House af Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘Tet the 
above recited Act shall not be so construed as to apply to the du- 
. ty of any administrator upon the estate of any deceased citizen 
soldier, who was a citizen of ‘Texas, in the full exercise of his 
tights as such al the time of his death. 

SECTION 2, Be tt further enacted, That the certificate of 


Approvap, Dee. 24, 1838, 
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the Judge or Clerk of Probate before whom administration shall 
have or may hereafter be commenced, shall be evidence to all 
whor it may concern, any laws to the contrary notwithstand- 
Ing. 
> JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
DAVID G BURNET, 
` President pro tem. of the Serate 
Approved Dec, 24 1838. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John Garrett. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the Second Audi- © 
torbe and he is hereby authorized to audit the claims of Captain 
John Garrett to the amount of one thousand nine hundred and 
sixty-three dollars and fifty cents im the promissory notes of 
the Government, and the First Auditor is hereby further author- 
ized to audit the claims of the said Captain John Garrett, for ten 
months services as Captain of Infantry. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 
Approvsn Dec. 24, 1838, < 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT i 
To èncorporate the Bastrop Steam Mill Company. 

Secrios l, Be ùt enacted by the Senate and Howse of iep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That Henry Crocheron, I. S. Reding, R. B. Craft, W. P. BON, 
and Robert G. Green, together with their associates, successors 
and assigns, be and they are hereby constituted a body politic and 
corporate under the name and style of the “ Bastrop Steam Mill 
Company,” with power to sue and be sued, plead and be ime- 
pleaded, answer and be answered unto, appear and prosecute to 
final judgment in any court or elsewhere, to have a commen seal, 
and the same to alter at pleasure, to elect in such manner as they 
shall determine, all necessary officers and fix their compensation 
and define their duties, to ordain and establish by-laws for the 
government and regulation of their affairs, and the same to al- 
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ter and repeal, and to employ all such agents, mechanics, labore 
ers, and servants as they chell think proper. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the object of the 
said company shall be to operate by steam power or otherwise 
in ‘Texas a saw mill, a grist mill, a planing mill, a lath and shin- 
gle mill, and any machinery necessary in carrying on such other 
manufacturing or mechanical business as they shal} determine to 
prosecute; also to prepare materiels and ereet public and private 
buildings, stores and offices, upon contract. 

SECTION 3. Be té further enacted, That the capita: ‘ock of 
said company shall be ten thousand dollars actually paid in, with 
ue privilege of increasing the same to twenty-five thousand dol- 

ars. 

Section 4. Be i further enacted, That said company shall 
have power to purchase, take, hold, ocewpy and enjoy to them 
and their successors, all such lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments, and all such goods, chattels and effects of every kind, as 
shall be necessary for the purpose of said company. 

SECTION 5. Be tt further enacted, That the stock, property, 
affairs and business of this company shall be under the care and 
managed by not less than five directors, who shall be chosen an- 
nualiy by the stockholders, at such times and places as shall be 
provided by the by-laws of said company, and who shall be 
stockholders, and shal! hold their offices for one year, and until 
others shall be chosen in their stead. 

SecTion 6. Beit further enacted, ‘That the directors of this 
company shall choose one of their number to be President, and 
shall also choose a secretary and treasurer of said company, and 
such other officers as the by-laws of the company shal! prescribe, 
they may call in future and present subscriptions to the capital 
stock of said company by instalments in such proportions and at 
such times and places as they shall think proper, by giving such 
notice thereof as the by-laws of said company shall prescribe ; 
and in case any stockholder shall’ neglect or refuse payment of 
any such instalment for the space of twenty days after the same 
shall become due and payable, and after he, she, or they shall be 
notified thereof by. public advertisement in the town of Bastrop, 
the stock of such defaulting stockholder shall by the directors be 
sold at public auction, giving at least thirty days notice thereof, 
and the proceeds of such sale shall be first applied in payment of 
the instalment called for, and all other dues to the company and 
the expenses attending such sale, and the balance shall be re- 
funded to the owner thereof, and such sale shall in all respects 
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entitle the purchaser to all the rights of a stockholder to the ex- 
tent of the shares so bought. i 

Section 7. Be i¢ further enacted, That a majority of the 
directors of this company convened according to their by-laws 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and a 
majority of the stockholders present at any legal meeting, and at 
all meetings of such stockholders, cach share shall entitle the 
stockholder to one vote, as far as ten shares, and no more. 

Section 8. Beit further enacted, That the directors of said 
company shall have power to fill any vacancy which may map- 
pen in their board, by death, resignation, or otherwise, for the 
current year. 

SecTion 9. Be it further enacted, That the books contain- 
ing the accounts of said company shall at all reasonable times be 
open for the inspection of any of the stockholders, and as often 
as once in each year a statement of the accounts of said company 
shall be made by order of the directors. 

Section 10. Be tt further enacted, That the stock of said 
company shall be deemed and considered personal property, and 
be transferable only on the books of said company, in such form 
as the directors of said company shall prescribe, and said com- 
pany shall at all times have a lien upon all the stock or proper- 
ty of the members of said company invested therein for all debts 
due from them to said company. 

Suction ll. Bet further enacted, That this act of incorpo- 
ration shall be and continue in force for the term of thirty years 
from and after the passage thereof. 

Secre 12. Be ù further enacted, That nothing in this Act 
shall be so construed as to authorize banking privileges in any 
form whatever; and if the company should in any way attempt 
banking operations, this charter shall be forfeited. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 

Approvan Dec. 24, 1838, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to amend an Ordinance entitled an Ordinance 
granting bounties of land to volunteers. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That soldiers’ claims 
or bounty lands may be located, in manner and form as prescrib- 
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ed in the 21st section of an Act, entitled an Act to reduce into 
one Act and to amend the several Acts relating to the establish- 
ment of a General Land Office; and all surveys of such claims, 
or bounty lands, which have been made in accordance with the 
provisions of said Zlst section of the General Land Law, shall be 
and are hereby declared legal and valid. Provided, That m no 
case shall the holder of land scrip be permitted to lay one claim 
in more than one place. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 

Speaker of the House of R:presentatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


; President of the Senate. 
Arprovep Dec. 24, 1838, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Defining the place for the receipt of land dues. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That all persons indebt- 
eŭ to the Government on account of land, be authorized to pay 
the same either to the Secretary of the Treasury, or to the Pre- 
sident of the board of Land Commissioners in the county in 


which said land may be situated, and to receive a receipt for the 
same. 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the louse of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Dec. 24, 1838, 
l MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John W. Eldridge. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Second Audi- 
tor audit the claim of J. W. Eldridge for the time he actually 
served as clerk in the Navy Department, while S. R. Fisher had 
charge of said department. 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
APPROVED Dee. 24, 1838, 
MIRABEAU B LAMAR, 
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i AN ACT 
Entitled an Act for the further protection of the Frontier 
agamst the Comanche and other Indians. 

Suction l. Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That the President be, and he is hereby authorized to accept of 
the services of cight companies of mounted volunteers, to consist 
of one captain, one first and one second lieutenant, three ser- 
geants, and fifty-three privates, each for the term of six months, 
to be placed on the same footing as regards monthly pay, as 
mounted riflemen im the ranging service, agreeably to an Act 
passed December the tenth, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-six. l 

SECTION 2. Bett further enacted, That the said compa- 
nies shall constitute one regiment, to be commanded by one Col- 
onel, one Lieutenant Colonel, and. one Major, to be appointed. by 
the President. i 

SECTION 3. De it further enacted, That for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, the sum of seventy- 
five thousand dollars is hereby appropriated ; and the President 
is authorized to issue of the promissory notes of the Govern- 
ment such an amount as will be required: for immediate pur- 

OSes. 
P Secrion 4. Be it further enacted, That the President shall 
have power to use the troops contemplated in this Act offensively 
or defensively, as in his opinion the interest of the country may 
require. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatsves. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
, President pro tem. of the Senate. 
Approved Dec. 29, 1838, l 


a MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of A. A. Alsbury. 

Resolved by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the Andi- 
tor be and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the 
claims of H. A. Alsbury, allowing him the pay and rations of 
Major of Infantry for the term of sixty three days, (deducting 
twenty dollars already. paid) which shall be in full for his servi- 
ces as interpreter for the post of Begar in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-five and thirty-six. 
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JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
ApproveD Dec. 29, 1838, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT. RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Ro Re Royall. . 
. Resolved by ihe Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Second Auditor 
be and he is hereby required. to audit the claims of R. R. Royall, 
to the amount of four hundred and forty-eight dollars. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
` Approvep Dec. 29, 1838, 
` MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT - 
Entitled an Act for the protection of a portion of the Frontier. 
Secrion.1l. Deit enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assem- 
bled, That the sum of five thousand dollars be and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the purpose of raising and supporting a 
company of fifty-six rangers for three months, to be commanded 
by Captain John Wortham, whose duty it shall be to range on 
the frontier of Houston, or any frontier counties, and to protect 
the settlements, which said sum shall be at the disposition of the 
President. 
| Secrion 2 Be dt further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the captaim of the company herein created to report at least 
every two weeks to Brigadier General K. H. Douglass, and keep 
him advised of his movements. i 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
-S H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senaée. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


Vay 
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ApproveD Jan. 1, 1839, 


BY 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Wm. P. Miller 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the First 
and Second Auditors be and they are hereby authorized and di- 
rected to audit the claims of Colonel Wim. P. Miller, upon his 
producing proper vouchers. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House oh perceaiaee 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
PPROVED Jan. 1, 1839, . 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of id Sanderson. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
she Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Second Au- 
ditor be and he is hereby authorized to admit to audit the claims 
of H. Sanderson on account of naval supplies, to the amount of 
ten thousand four hundred and fifty-five dollars, eighty-seven 
cents, and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
issue the promissory notes of the Government to that amount, 
and he is hereby directed to pay the same. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro temo of the Senate 
Avprovep Jan. 1, 1839. i 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to authorise the First Auditor to audit the cleims 
created under the command of Major General Thomas J. Rusk 
and others, in a campaign against the hostile Mexicans and Ine 
dians, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the First Audi- 
tor be and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the 
claims created against this Republic by the campaign against the 
hostile Mexicans and Indians, under the command of Major 
General Thomas J. Rusk, Major H. W. Augustine, Colonel L. 
H. Mabbitt, and Colonel W. H. Landrum, in the same manner 
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that other claims are audited for similar services rendered tht. 
Government. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Iè. presentatives. 
S H BVERITT, 
President pro. tem of the Senales - 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


` JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Re K. Royall. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the First Au» 
ditor be and is hereby required to audit the claims of R. R. Roy- 
all to the amount of three thousand two hundred and sixty-nine 
dollars: Provided, Said Royall file with the Auditor a receipt 
in full of all claims against the Government. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S H EVERITT, 
President pro temo of the Senates 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
To incorporate the town of Raleigh in Fannin County. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the town 
of Raleigh in Fannin county be incorporated with the same 
powers and privileges which are granted and conferred by an 
Act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches, and other towns 
therein named, passed the thirty-first day of May, Anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and on the town 
of San Augustine, by an Act passed the second of November, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. A. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan. 4, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


Approven Jan. 1, 1839. 


AppROvVED Jan. 3, 1839, 


_ JOINT RESOLUTION 
p Lor the relief of Elijah Deckrow. REJ 
Léesoloed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Repubiic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the First Auditor 
be and he is hereby authorized.to examine the account of Elijah 
Deckrow, and to audit thé same if proper vouchers are produced 
for the sum of four thousand nine hundred anid eighty-five dol- 
lars: 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Kepreseniativess 
S: H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the. Senate- 
APPROVED Jan. 4; 1839; 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 

Entitied an Act to ertend to late emigranis, or thésé who may 

emigrate within a specified time, a donation of land. 

SECTION l. Se it enacted by thé Senate and House of Fep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
‘That every person who emigrated to this Republic since the first 
day of October, Anno Domini one thousand eight huitdred and 
thirty-seven, or who may emigrate to this Republic by the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty, who is a 
free white person and the head of a family, and who actually re- 
sides within the Government with his or her family, shall be en- 
titled to a conditional grant of six hundred and forty acres of 
land, by paying the fees of office and surveying: Thie conditions 
of the said grant shall be, that both granted avid his or her family 
shall remain anid reside permanently within this Republic, and 
do and perform any and all duties required of other citizens, for 
the term of three years, alter which time he or his legal represen- 
tatives shall receive from the Government an unconditional deed 
for said grant of land: Providéd, That mo sale of said claim 
to land by the individual entitled to the same of this Government 
shall be valid in law and binding upon the person selling the 
same, until an unconditional deed shall be obtained by the gran- 
tee for said land: and ìn tio case whatever shall a grant of that 
description be made, unless it be satisfactorily proven that all the 
conditions and provisions of the law have been complied with. 
And all single free white male persons, of the age of seventeen 
and upwards, who have emigrated to this Republic since the first 
day of October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, or 
who may emigrate to this Republic by the first day of January, 
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one thousand eight hundred and forty, shall be entitled to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land: and all laws and parts of laws 
contrary to the meaning and provisions of this act are hereby re- 
pealed. 

_ Section 2 Beit further enacted, That all permanent re- 
sidsnt citizens of Texas, who have or may arrive to the age re- 
quired of emigrants by the above section of this Act, shall be en- 
titled to the same quantity of land as emigrants, upon the same 
conditions that emigrants are. 

Ssecrion 3. Be it further enacted, That all officers and sol- 
diers who engaged in the service of Texas previous to the first 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, whose 
families are now here, or who may arrive here by the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty, shall be en- 
titled to the same quantity of land that they would have been if 
their families had emigrated to the country with them. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 

Approven Jan. 4, 1839, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


AN ACT 
Fnplonatory of a Joint Resolution for the relief of Colonel IV. P. 
Millers 
Be it enaced by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That Colonel W. P. 
Miller be entitled to the pay and perquisites of Colonel until the 
eighteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven, from the date of his comission as such. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate 
Approven, Jan. 9, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION - 
Granting to the Quartermaster General or the Secretary of War 
Equity Jurisdiction in the case of G. W. Browning. 
Section 1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Kepublic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That the Quartermaster General or Secretary of War be required 
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to receive the accounts of G. W. Browning, and to exercise equi- 
ty jurisdiction in reference thereto. 

Suerion 2. Be it further resolve i, That the Auditor and vomp- 
troller respect the decision of the Quartermaster General or Sec- 
retary of War, im reference to the accounts and pay of said G. 
W. Browning. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


Approvan Jan. 10, 1839, 


AN ACT i 
To change the name of John Finley Callier to John Finley Fob- 


e7l8o 

Sscrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the MR-public of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the name of John Finley Callier be and the same is. hereby 
changed to that of John Finley Roberts, and that he hereafter 
bear the name of John Finley Roberts. 

Secrion 2 Be i further enacted, That John S. Roberts 
be and he is hereby authorized and allowed to adopt said John 
Finley Roberts as his son, and divide or bequeath to him an equal 
portion of his property with the heir or heirs by him begot- 
ten. 

SOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker up the House of Representativess 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABBAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Creaking certain post routes therein named. 

Secrion 1. Be i resolved by the Senate and House of Repree 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the Postmaster General be and he is hereby instructed to estab- 
lish from and after the first of January next, a weekly mail be- 
tween Texana and San Antonio, and so to arrange it as that it 
shall leave Texana each and every week immediately after the 
arrival of the mail from Houston at Texama. 

 Szction 2. Be åt further resolved, That the Postmaster 


Approvep, Jan. 10, 1839. 
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General be and he is hereby authorised to contract for a mail 
route from Victoria to Live Oak Point once a week: 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


: President of the Sénate. 
Approven Jan. 10; 1839. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Confirming the contrast of Messrs. Williams & Burnley for the purs 
chase of @ steam wessel. 

SscTion l. Be it enactel by the Senate and House of Eepres 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the 
contract entered into betty.en Samuel M. Williams and James 
Burnley agents of the Republic of Texas, dn the part of the Re- 
public, aud James Hamilton, owner of the steam vessel Charles- 
ton, for the purchase of said boat at and for the price of one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand dollars, be and the same is hereby rat- 
{fied and confirmed. 

Suctox 2. Be it further enacted, That the said James 
Hamilton shall have the election to demand and receive the 
whole sum of one hundred and twenty thousand dollars afore- 
said, or any part thereof, in land of the Government at such price 
as Congress may hereafter establish, to be located on any of the 
vacant lands of the Republic, in place of the bonds executed by 
the aforesaid Williams and Burnley, payable five years after date: 
Provided, Such lands shall not be located in tracts less than one 
league, in accordance with the laws now in force. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 


Approvep Jan. 10, 1839, 


JOINT RESOLUTION: 
For the punishment of Vagrants | 
Pesoloed by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the first day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, it shall 
ke the duty of all Justices of the Peace, and other civil officers, 
to arrest all vagrants and idle persons living within their respec- 
tive jurisdictions, and to examine into their mode and manner of 


Myings aiid where no visible means can bo found sufficient foi 
the support of such individnal, or where no proper exeriions are 
made by the patty dethndant to obtain aa honest livelihood, they 
shall be adjudged to work for the publie thirty days for the firsi 
offence, sixty days for the second, and one year for the third of- 
fence, or recsive thitty-nine lashes on his bare back. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker af the Hause of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
Presidint of the Senate 
Arbroven, Jat. 10, 1839, a 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. N 


AN ACT 
To repeal an Act entitled an Act te enconrage Steam Navigation. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House af Representatives af the 
Republic of Teaas in Congress assembled, That an Act to encour- 
age steam navigation, approved December eighteenth, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, be and the same is hereby repealed. 
And that in future all steam packets, or freight vessels propelleé. 
by steam, shall pay the same tonage and other port charges as 
other vessels do. 
JOHN M. HANSTORD, 
Sneaker of the House of Reyr sentaticcs. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
. ‘ President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan. 10, 1839, l 
AMMRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
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AN ACT `~ 
For the belles défining the dividing line beiweer the Counties of 

Austin and Fort Bend, west of ihe Brazos. 

Be it ennéted by the Senate and House of Representatives | 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the dividing 
line between the counties of Austin and Fort Bend, west of the 
Brazos, shall be the sixteen mile creek: and from the souree or 
said creek to the south-east corner of Gabriel Cole’s land, and 
where the said Gabriel Cole now lives, it being a patt of the 
league originally granted to Charles Baird, thence with the lower 
line of said land te the Bernard river: and all laws conflicting 
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e d provisions of this, Act be, and the same are hereby re- 
pealed. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 
APrRrovED Jan. 10, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act for the relief of certain Orphan Children therein 
na named. 

Section l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That 
the Board of Tand Commissioners in and for the County of 
Shelby be and they are hereby authorized and required to issue 
a, certificate for twelve hundred and eighty acres of land to Mary 
Manning, Ann Manning, Richard P. Manning, Klizabeth Man- 
ning and Francis Manning, the legitimate heirs of Dr. Joseph 
Manning and Elizabeth E. Manning deceased, which shall be 
located and surveyed as pointed out in the land law now in 
force, and the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall 
issue a patent for said land when surveyed, as provided by the 
law aforesaid. 

Section 2 Bett further enacted, That the dues to Gov- 
ernment shall not be required on said land as required on other 
land claims; neither shall the guardian of said children, or any 
other person, be allowed to sell or dispose of said land, or any 
part of the same, until the youngest child becomes of age, when 
it shall be equally divided among said children, according to 
quantity and quality, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senates 
Approven, Jan. 10, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION l 
For the relief of the heirs of Colonel William Ward, and Kobert 
Collins. i 
Section 1., Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, Thal 
the Second Auditor is hereby authorized to audit forthe heirs o i 


Bo 
Col. Wm. Ward ov their legal representative, the sum, of five 
thousand six hundred dollars, for expenditures paid by Colonel 
Ward in raising equipping, and bringing troops to Texas, in 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six. 

Suction 2. Be i further resploel, That the Second Auditor 
is hereby directed to audit the accounts of Robert Collins for the 
amount of twenty-nine hundred and twenty-six dollars: And 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to pay the same 
to the Hon. B. C. Franklin, agent for Robert Collins, and that 
both amounts bo paid in the promissory notes of the Govern- 
ment, 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of R presentatives. 


DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate, 
ApPRoveD Jan. 12, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
For the relief of R. M. Williamson. | 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rpreseniatizes of 

ihe Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Board of 
Lang Commissioners of Washington County be and they are 
hereby required to issue to Robert M. Williamson, agent of Ben- 
| jamin R. Milam, ten certificates for a league and labor of land 
| each, making in all ten leagues and ten labors of land, which the 
| said Williamson, his heirs and assigns, be amd they are hereby 
| fully authorized and empowered to locate and have surveyed 
upon any vacant and unoccupied lands of this Republic, as 

pointed out and prescribed by the land law. 

Section 2. Be zt further enacted, That the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office be, and he is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to issue patents to the said Williamson, his heirs or as- 
signs, upon said certificates so soon as the office may be opened 
for the issuing of patents, and that no fees of the Government 
shall be exacted from said Williamson. Provided also, That the 
said Williamson shall accept the same in full satisfaction of all 
the.claims that he may have on the Government as agent of Ben- 


jamin R. Milam.. 
JOHN M. BRANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 


APPROVED, Jan. 14, 1839, 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of W. C. White & Coo. 

Etesoloed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republice of Tegas in Congress assembled, ‘That the First Auditor 
be and he is hereby required to audit the claim of W. C. White 
& Co. to the amount of two thousand two hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars, and that the Second Auditor audit for the same 
individuals the amount of one hundred and eighty-eight dollars. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Spealser of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 

President of the Serete. 

Approvep Jan: 14, 1839, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMARK. 


AN ACT. 
Entitled an Act for the permanent location of the Seat of Govern- 

MRL. 

SEcTION Í. Be ct enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
there shall be-and are hereby created five commissioners, to be 
elected two by the Senate and three by the House of Representa- 
tives, whose duty it shall be to select a site for the location of 
the seat of Government, and that said site shall be selected: at 
some point between the rivers Trinidad and Colorado, and above 
the old San Antonio Road. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the name of said 
site shall be the City of Austin. 

Sgortion 3. Be it further enacted, That said commissioners, 
or a majority of them, be and they are hereby required to select 
not less than one nor more than four leagues of land for said site, 
and if the same cannot be obtained upon the public domain, or 
by individual donation, then and in that case the said commis- 
sioners shall purchase the aforesaid quantity of land from any 
person or persons owning the same: Provided, That the price 
of the land so purchased shall mot exceed three dollars per aere: 
And further provided, That not more than one league shall be 
purchased at so high a price as three dollars per acre. | 

SECTION 4. Be it further enacted, That if the site selected 
by said commissioners shall be on individual property, and. said 
commissioners shall not be able to purchase the same as herein 
before provided, then and in that case they shall be and are here- 
by authorized and required to make application to the Chief Jus- 
tice of the county court of the county in which said land may be 
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situated ; setting forth ls" petition the name or names of the 
owner or owners, where the land lies, giving a full description 
of the same, and the cause of their application; whereupon it 
shall be the duty of said Chief Justice to cause the sheriff or 
other ofiicer of said county to summon six disinterested jurors, 
living within the county, to be and appear at the court house, on 
a day to be named by said Chief Justice, within not less than 
five nor more than fifteen days after said application is made, 
whose duty it shall be, after taking the requisite oath to be ad- 
ministered by the Chief Justice, to hear testimony and determine 
upon the value of said land; a majority of two thirds of said ju- 
rors shall be requisite to a verdict, which verdict shall be return- 
ed to the Chief Justice, and shall be final between the parties, 
and upon which the Chief Justice shall make his decree: Pro- 
vided always, That the owner or owners of said land shall have 
at least five days’ notice, in the same manner and form as the 
law provides for defendants in other cases; all of which pro- 
ceedings shall be recorded im the clerk’s office of the county 
court, and an exemplification of the same given to said commis- 
sioners. ‘ 

SECTION 5. Be it further enacted, That the fees of said chief 
justice and sheriff and that the pay of said jurors shall be the 
same that the law provides for in other cases for similar services, 
and that the same shall be paid by the owner or owners of said 
property, to be collected as in other cases; and that the sheriff 
of said county shall be and is hereby authorized and required to 
make to the Republic of ‘Texas a deed or title to said land, which 
‘Shall be recorded as im other cases, and delivered by said sheriff 

over to said commissioners. 

Section 6. Be & further enacted, That said commissioners 
shall be notified of their election by the President, that they shall 
enter into bond with good security of one hundred thousand dol- 
lars each, to be approved by the President, payable to him and 
his successors in office, conditioned for the faithful performance 
of the duties of their office; that they shall take and subscribe the 
following oath, which the President shall cause to be administer- 
ed by any officer authorized to administer the same: that “I, A 
B, do solemnly swear.(or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will 
faithfully and honestly perform the duties of commissioner for 

the location of the seat of Government: ‘That ] will keep secret 
from all and every person whatsoever, all the proceedings, act- 
ings, doings, deliberations and intentions of myself and associ- 
ates, so far as relates to our proceedings as commissioners: That 
| I will neither directly nor indirectly, neither in my own name 
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nor in the name ot another person, neither by myself or agent, 
nor in connection with any other person, purchase, bargain, or 
contract for any lands, tenements, or hereditaments within this 
Republic, from this time until my duties as commissioner shall 
have terminated.” That said bond shall be filed in the offfice of 
the secretary of state; that said commissoners shall be authorized 
to draw a draft or drafts on,the treasurer of the Republic for such 
a sum or sums of money as may be necessary for the payment of 
the land purchased by them, payable at such time as may be 
agreed on by the contracting parties; which drafts shall be-sign- 
ed by the commissioners and countersiened by the President; 
and that said commissioners shall commence their duties from 
and immediately after the close of the present session of Congress: 
that they shall discharge all the duties herein required of them ; 
that they shall make a full and complete return and report of all 
their actings and doings as commissioners, to the President of the 
Republic within three months from and after the time they en 
ter on their duties as commissioners, from and after which time 
they shall be and are hereby forever discharged. 

Secrion T. Be it further enacted, That the said commis. 
sioners shall be and are hereby allowed eight dollars per diem 
during their term of service, one half of which shall be paic 
when they commence, and the other half when they close thei 
duties ; and that a draft or drafts drawn by the secretary of state 
in favor of said commissioners, on the treasurer, shall be suffi 
cient vouchers and authority for his paying the same. 

SECTION 8. Be it further enacted, ‘That from and imme 
diately after the election of said commissioners, the Speaker o 
the House of Representatives shall furnish the President th 
names of said commissioners, 

Section 9, Be it further enacted, That immediately afte: 
the President receives the report of the commissioners, it shal 
be his duty to appoint an agent, whose duty it shall be to em 
ploy a surveyor at the expense of the Government, and hav 
surveyed six hundred and forty acres of land on the site chosei 
by the commissioners into town lots, under the direction of th: 
President, which shall be by said agent advertised for sale fo 
ninety days in all the public gazettes in the Republic, and also i 
the New Orleans Bulletin and Picayune; and said lots shall b 
sold at auction to the highest bidder, between the hours of ter 
A. M. and four P. M., and said sales may continue from day t 
day at the discretion of the agent: Pro ided however, That no 
more than one half of said lots shall be sold at the first sale; am 
that said agent shall cause to be made ten plots of said city, ou 
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of which shall be deposited with the President, one with the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, one with the Texas 
Consul in New Orleans, one with the Texas Consul at Mobile, 
and the remainder of which shall be retained by the agent at said 
city; and the said agent shall receive a salary of eight dollars 
per diem, and a reasonable sum for purchasing stattionary, pay- 
ing for printing, and a suitable office for the transaction of his 
business. . . : 

Ssction 10. Be it further enacted, That said agent shall 
take and subscribe the following oath, (to be administered by 
any one authorized to administer the same,) that “I, A B, do sol- 
emnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will truly, 
honestly and faithfully discharge my duties as agent; that I will 
neither directly nor indirectly, by myself or agent, in my own 
name or in the name of another or others, either publicly or pric 
vately, purchase, bargain or contract for more than six lots, or 
be in any way interested in the purchasing, bargaining or con- 
tracting for any other lot or lots, lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments included in or appertaining to that tract or parcel of coun- 
try purchased or obtained by this government for the location of 
the seat of government, either to take effect during my agency, 
or at any time thereafter, so long as my agency shall continue, 
so help me God:” And that said agent shall give bond and 
security, to be approved by the President, in the just and full 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars, which bond shall be de- 
posited in the office of the Secretary of State, payable to the 
President or his successors in office, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of his duties. 

Section ll. Be it further enacted, That said lots shall be 
sold for one-fourth payable at the time of sale, and the balance in 
three equal instalments of six, twelve and eighteen months; that 
upon failure of any purchaser or purchasers to pay said instal- 
ments within ten days after they become due, the property so 
purchased shall revert to the Republic, and such person or per- 
sons shall forfeit the sum or sums of money paid on_said proper- 
ty; and the said agent shall issue his proclamation making 
known said reversion and forfeiture, and the same shall thereaf- 
ter be subject to sale, as though it had never been sold; and that 
said agent shall receive nothing but gold and silver, or the pro- 
missory notes of the government, or any or all audited drafts a- 
gainst this government for said lots; all of which said agent shall 
make known in his advertisements, and on the day or days of 
Sale. - 

Section 12. Be it further enacted, That the said agent, be- 


£O 


fore the sale of said lots, shall set apart a sufficient number of the 
most eligible for a Capitol, Arsenal, Magarine, University, Acad- 
emy, Churches, Common Schools, Hospital, Penitentiary, and for 
all other necessary public buildings and purposes. 

RECTION 13. Be it further enacted, That said agent shall, 
immediately after each and every sale, report to the secretary of 
the treasury, and pay over to him all the proceeds of the same, 
and take his receipt therefor; and said agent shall be subject to 
the orders of the President from time to time, and shall dispose of 
no other property belonging to the Government except that laid 
off into town lots, until authorized by Congress. 

SECTION 14. Be tt further enacted, ‘That the President bs 
amd is hereby duly authorized and empowered to contract for 
all necessary public buildings, offices, &c., and draw on the 
treasurer for all such sums of money as may be necessary for the 
completion of the same. 

SECTION 15. Be it further enacted, That the sum of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this Act. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


Arrroven Jan. 14, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACP 
To repeal a certain Act therein named. 

Section 1. Be i -enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assem- 
bled, That an Act entitled an Act prohibiting the bonding of 
duties, approved May 9th, 1838, be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. 

Sucrion 2. Be it further enacted, ‘That the repeal of the 
aforesaid act take effect from and after the first day of February 
next. l 

Secrion 3. Be it further enacted, That all bonds given 
by the importers of foreign merchandize, for duties to the goy- 
ernment, shall be signed by at least two citizens of the country, 
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whose responsibility shall be judged of by the collectors of the 
several districts. 
> JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Ik: presentalives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
l President of the Senate. 
ArrroveD Jan. 15, 1839, 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward. 

Kesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
tre Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, ‘That the First 
Auditor be and he is hereby required to audit the accounts of 
Thomas Wm. Ward as major of Infantry from the eighteenth of 
May, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, to the eighteenth of De- 
eember eighteen hundred and thirty-seven. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD. 
7 Speaker of the House of Represeniatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


—_ 


APPROVED Jan. 15, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


a AN ACT 
To authorise the raising of a company of fifty-six men for the 

Ranging service. 

Sectios 1. Be t enacted by the Senate and Huuse of Rep- 
resentatives of the Iepublic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That the sumof five thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated for the purpose of raising and supporting a compa- 
ny of fifty-six men to act as rangers for three months, to be com- 
manded by'such person as the President may appoint, by and 
with the consent of the Sénate, whose duty it shall be to range 
on the frontier of Gonzales county, and protect the settlements ; 
which said sum shall be at the disposition of the President. 

‘Section 2 Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the captain of the company herein created to report to the 
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Secretary of War, and to the Brigadier General of the first brig- 
ade, and keep them advised of his movements. 
JOLIN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the, Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled en Act granting a divorce lo Sophia Aughinbaugh. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the R public of Texas in Congress assembled, That Sophia Augh- 
inbaugh and Jesse A. Aughinbaugh be and they are hereby de- 
clared to be forever divorced, and each party is hereby declared 
to be free to act in every thing as though they had never been 
married, 


APPROVED Jan. 15, 1839, 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, o 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
Av2pRovep Jan. 15, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Appropriating iwo thousand dollars for Indian purposes. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the sum 
of two thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated 
to pay off and discharge the arrearages in the department of In- 
dian affairs for the year of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the engate. 


Approven Jan. 15, 1839, 
MIRABEAU-B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act fixing the standard of Silver and Gold coin 
én this Republic. 
Be it enaced by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the standard value 
of silver and gold coins shall be and is hereby declared to be the 
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same as in the United States of America; and the standard by 
which silver and gold coin is established by the government of 
the United States, is hereby adopted for the government of this 


Republic. 
| JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
' DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


Arproven, Jan. 15, 1839, 
i MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to receive the Government dues on land, 
Section 1, Se it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
reseniatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 


That the Commissioner of the General Land Office be and heis- 


hereby authorized and required to receive the Government cues 
upon all surveys that may be returned to his office. 
Ssction 2. Be tt further cnacted, ‘That the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office shall pay into the Treasury of the 
Republic all Government dues received by him at the expiration 
‘of every week, as contemplated by the foregoing section of this 
Act. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPprRovep Jan. 15, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
To punish certdin offences therein names 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Muse of Rep- 
reseniatives of the Kepublic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
‘That from and after the passage of this Act, if any person shall 
be found guilty of harboring or clandestinely supporting any 
runaway negro slave, or negroes indentured for a term of years, 
or in aiding and assisting in so doing, on conviction thereof be- 
fore a court of competent jurisdiction, he shall for such offence 
be fined in a sum not less then five hundred nor more than one 
thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned not less than six months 
nor more than one year. 
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Ssorion 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
i the District Judge to give this Act in charge to the Grand 
ury. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Kepresentatiwes. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan. 15, 1839. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Colonel James Smith- 

Be tt resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the First Audi- 
tor be and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the ac- 
counts of Colonel James Smith for his personal services as Cap- 
. tain of Cavalry from the eleventh of April, eighteen hundred and 
‘ thirty-six, to the sixth of May ensuing; from which period until 
the fifth of September of the same year, as Inspector General, and 
from the latter period to the first of November as Colonel of Cav- 
alry under the appointment of the conmander-in-chief. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 

APPROVED Jan. 15, 1839. 

MIRABBAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
To incorporate the towns of Comanche and Waterloo. 

SECTION 1. Be it enueted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
senbatives of the public of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the citizens of the towns of Comanche and Waterloo each be and 
the same are hereby separately and severally incorporated, and 
shall have the same powers and be governed by the same rules 
that are enacted by a law passed at the present session of Con- 
grees for the incorporation and government of the town of Mi- 
lam, except such parts thereof as conflict with the subsequent 
provisions hereof. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That an election shall 
be held in said towns on the first Monday of March in each year 
for Mayor and four Aldermen for each town, and the persons so 
elected shall continue iu office one year, or until their successors 
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are qualified. The Mayor so elected shall be commissioned by 

the Uhief Justice of the county of Bastrop, and shall have all the ` 
powers of a Justice of the Peace in all matters and cases arising - 
under the criminal laws of the country, and shall be authorized! 
and empowered to enforce and carry into effect such by-laws and 
ordinances as the corporation of said town shall from time to 
time ordain for the regulation of the police thereof, 

Suction 3. Be st further enacted, That the Chief Justice 
of Bastrop county shall issue writs of election for thé Mayor and 
Aldermen. of said towns, to be held om the first Monday in March 
1839: and the Mayor and two-Aldermen of each town shall on 
the first Monday in Marck of every year thereafter, hold said 
elections. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Fouse af Representatives. q 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate, 
Approvep Jan. 15, 1839, 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION. 
For the relief of Stl Sevey. 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That Manasseh Se- 
vey be and he is hereby allowed to change his name to that of 
William Sevey. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives > 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Seneses 
Approven Jan. 18, 1839, 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Lee C. Smith 
Resolved by the Sencie and House of Representattecs of the 
Republic of Tesas in Congress assembled, That the Auditor be 
and he is hereby required to audit the account of Lee C. Smith 
for six months services as Captain of Cavalry, and also that the 
usual allowance be made him for such soldiers as he may have 
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enlisted, and that the Secretary of War be required! to issue im 
his favor a land certificate for a corresponding term of service. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Ri presentatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved Jan..15, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Louis P. Cooke. 

Be it resolocd by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
che Le-publie of Texas in Congress assembled, That the First Au- 
ditor be and he is hereby required to audit the account for pay 
and cmoluments of Louis P. Cooke in accordance with the com- 
miscion which he has held and discharged as an officer of the 
Republic of Texas, up to the date of the disbanding act of De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven. : 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
i President of the Senate. 
ApProveD, Jan. 15, 1839. l 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Dr. S. Booker. 

Resoloed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Togas in Congress assembled, That the First Auditor be 
and he is hereby directed to audit the claims of Doctor S. Booker 
for six months and twenty-three days pay as assistant surgeon of 


the army of Texas. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


Approvep Jan. 15, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Willium He Wharton, ` 
Srcrron 1. Resolved by the Senate and House of epre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That the Auditor be and he is hereby authorized and required to 
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audit all the accounts which may be presented to him with pro: 
per vouchers by the honorable William H. Wharton, late Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary to the United States of America, for his ex- 
penses during his imprisonment at Matamoras, and for making 
his escape from the same: Provided, the amount does not ex- 
ceed five thousand dollars. 

SECTION 2. Be wt further resolved, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be and he is hereby authorized and requived to pay 
the claims contemplated in the preceding section, with the pro- 
missory notes of the Government, a sufficient amount of which 
is hereby especially appropriated for that purpose. 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senales 


Approvan Jan, 15, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B- LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
The better to define the duties of Recorders. 


Suction 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled; That 
it shall be the duty of the clerks of the County Courts to record 
all deeds, conveyances, mortgages and other liens affecting tlhe 
titles to land and immoveable property, situated within the same, 
which shall be presented to them for record: Provided, One 
of the subscribing witnesses shall swear to the signature of the 
signer, or he himself shall acknowledge the same, which proof or 
acknowledgment shall be made either before some County Court 
or Chief Justice of the same, or before the clerk ia whose office 
such instrument is proposed to be recorded, a certificate of which 
shall be made upori such instrument by te proper 6ficer, and 
become a part of the record: And all laws contrary lo or con- 
flicting with this Act, be and the same are hereby repealed, so far 
as they conflict with or are contrary to the same., 

- Secrion 2 Be tt further enacted, That copies of all deeds, 
etc. when the originals remain in the public archives, and were 
executed in conformity with the laws existing at their dates, duly 


a8 


certified by the proper officers, shall be admitted to record im the - 
county where such land lies. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of R-presensatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR: 


AN ACT 

Lo prohibit the driving uf Cattle from that part of the country west 
of the Guadaloupe. 

Whereas many persons have heretofore driven horses, cattle, and 
other animals to which they had no claim, but which were 
the property of others, from that section of the Republic west 
of the river Guadaloupe, to other parts; and whereas this 
practice, arising and hitherto allowed solely on account of 
the unsettled and disorganized state of the country, is illegal 
and has inflicted much and serious injury upon many citi- 
zens of the Republic: Therefore, 

Be ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
af the Republicof Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That any per- 
som or persons who shall after the passage of this Act, drive or 
‘cause, aid or abet in the driving of ainy horses, cattle or domestic 
animals of any kind, which are not his or their legal property, 
from that section of the Republic west of the Guadaloupe river to 
any other section of the same, shall be deemed guilty of felony, 
and om conviction thereof shall suffer the punishment inflicted 
for a violation of the fifteenth of seventeentin section, as the case 
may be, of an Act entitled an Act punishing ‘crimes and misde- 
meanors. 


APPROVED Jan. 19, 1839. 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker af the House of Representatives. - 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senatés 
Approvep Jan. 19, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B LAMAR: 


AN ACT 
To establish u mail route from Clarksville to Shelton. 
Secrion 1. Be ii enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Kepres 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the Postmaster General is hereby authorized and required to és- 
tablish a mail route once every two weeks from Clarkesville to 
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Shelton, on Sulphur Fork, and that a Post Office be established 
nt Shelton. 
NECTION %. Be it further enacted, That this Act shall be in 
force from and after its passage. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Represenialives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, ; 
President of ihe Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Por the relief of James R. Cooks, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Auditor be 
and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the claim of 
James R. Cook for the sam-of five hundred and fourteen dollars 
and forty one cents, and to issue to him a draft on the ‘Treasury 
of the Republic for the same, payable in the promissory notes of 
the Government. 


Approved Jan. 19, 1839, 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Hause of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 


President of the Senaie. 
Approven, Jan. 19, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RÉSOLUTION 
For the relief of Wm. H. Monroe and Noah Smithwick. 
Resolved by the Senaie and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary at 
War be and he is hereby authorized and required to issue one 
certificate to Wm. H. Monroe, and one to Noah Smithwick, for 
twelve hundred and eighty actes of land each, on presenting 
their discharges signed by Wm. H. Moore, captain of Rangers. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Fepresentativeso 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senales 
Approven, Jan. 19, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
A 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Bor the relief of Byrd Lockharts | 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Kepedlic of Texas in Congress assembled, “Chat the Stock Com- 
- missioner be and he.is hereby authorized to pay to Byrd Lock- 
hart or order, the interest on four certificates of stock he purchas- 
ed, of one hundred dollars each, amounting to forty dollars: 
Provided, The said Lockhart file with the Stock Commissioner 
the power of attorney given by the original holder to him to 


draw the interest, 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Spealser of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senateo 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


- APPROVED Jan. 19, 1839, 
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JOINT RESOLUTION. 
lor the relief af Lo M. Hiteheock. 

feesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Tesas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be and he is hereby required to pay to Ta M. Hitch- 
cock the sum of nine thousand two hundred and ninety-three 
` dollars, with interest thereon at the rate of tem per cent. per an- 
num, from the eighteenth day of January, eighteen hundred and 

thirty-eight, until the amount be paid. 

. Be tt further resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
pay to said Ektchcock the sum of fifteen hundred dollars dama- 
ges, to be paid also in the promissory notes of the Govern- 
ment. i 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan. 19, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Jilaking cn appropriation for tke salary of the Secretary of Le- 
gulo 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars bs and the same is hereby appropriated to defray in 


oh 
part the salary of the Secretary of Legation near the government 
of the United States at Washington. 
en JOAN M. HANSFORD, 
Speake” of the House of representatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 


° y 
Presiden’ of the Senales 
kd 


o 


Avrroven Jan. 19, 1839. 


AN ACT 
Repealing the 26th section of aw Act establishing the jurisdiction 
and powers of tke District Couris, so far as relates to the dee 
scendants of Indians. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tke 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That so much of the 
twenty-sixth section of an Act entitled an Act establishing the 
jurisdiction and powers of the District Courts, as relates to the 
descendants of Indians, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatines. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 
ApproveD, Jan. 19, 1839. 
. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
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2 JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of James Anson Dunn. 
Kkesolved: by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
She Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the First 
Auditor is hereby authorized and required to audit the accounts 
of James Anson Dunn for pay as surgeon from the 12th day of 
April, 1837, to the twenty-eighth day of December, of said year, 
inclusive ; and that the Secretary of War grant him his bounty 


lend for seid term of service. 

i JOEN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
' DAVID G. BURNET, 
i President of the Senee 


Approven Jan. 19, 1889. i i 
| MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
P For the relief of A. P. Walden. . 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives öf 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the’ Se- 
cond Auditor be and he is hereby anthorized and directed to au- 
dit in favor of A. P. Walden, and that the Treasurer be required 
to issue in promissory notes of the Government to said Walden, 
the- amount of one hundred dollars, which sum shall be in full 
for a draft in favor of A. P. Walden, on the former Quartermas- 
ter General. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan. 19, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John Matthews. 

Resoleed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the First Auditor 
of public accounts be and he is hereby required to audit the 
claim of John Matthews for the sum of two hundred and fifteen 
dollars, that being the amount of his claim against the Govern- 
iment for two mules and one yoke of oxen furnished the army im 
the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROYED Jan. 19, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John White. 

Be i resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Tegas in Congress assembled, That the Board of 
lanl Commissioners of Harrisburg County be and they are 
required to issue to John White, or his heirs, two certificates for 
a league and labor of land each, and that said White be and he 
is fully-euthorized and empowered to locate, have surveyed, and 
obtain patents on said claims of lands, in the manner pointed out 
and prescribed by the land law now in force: Provided, The 


DD 


said White, with his family, remove to this Republic, and be- 
come permanent citizens within two years from and after the pas- 
sage of this Act. 
i JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABBAU B. LAMAR. 


APPROVED Jan. 19, 1839, 


See 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to re-open the books of the 

Stock Commissioner. 

SECTION 1. Be tt resolved by the Senate and House of i: pre- 
centalives of the Republie of Texas in Congress assembled, That. 
the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby required to 
cause the stock books of the Funded Debt to be opened by the 
Stock Cemmissioner, and to remain open until the first day of 
January, 1840, for the purpose of funding the Government lia- 
bilities, agreeably to the provisions of the law previously exist- 
ing upon the subject; and all certificates of stock issued previ- 
ous to the first of March next, shall bear interest from the first of 
September, 1838. 

Sucrion 2 Be wz further enacted, That no promissory 
notes which may hereafter be issued or paid out of the Treasury 
of the Republic shall bear interest; and the holders of promis- 
sory notes shall be allowed to fund the same, and receive in lieu 
thereof shares of stock in the Funded Debt of the Govern- 
ment. 

SECTION 3. Be it further enacted, That all claims which 
were issued previous to the first of September, 1837, and which 
shall hereafter be funded, shall bear interest from the Ist. Sep- 
‘ tember, 1837; and all claims issued subsequent to the Ist. of Sep- 

tember, 1837, and which may hereafter be funded, shall bear im- 
terest from the Ist. of September, 1838. 
JOEN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the. House of RenresenJatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


Approvep Jan. 19, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 
Entitled an Aet to have the seat of Justice of Fannin County permie 
nenily located. 

Be tt enaced by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That an election shall 
be hele on the first Monday in March next (one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-nine) to be ordered by the Chief Justice 
of Fannin county, for the Commissioners who, when elected, 
shall be fully authorized an empowered. to locate the seat of Jus- 
tice of Fannin county permanently, and to do all acts and things 
necesrary to be done in order to locate the same. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of tne Senate. 

Approvenb Jan. 10, 1839, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION . 
For the relief of Holland Coffee & Co. >- 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House cf Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Treasurer 
be and he is hereby authorized and required to pay to Holland 
Coffee and Co., the sum of six hundred and sixty-one dollars, be- 
ing the amount appropriated to said Coffee and Company, by an 
Act of Congress passed at the first session of the second Con- 
gress. Provided, however, That said Coffee and Company shall 
give bond and security to the Treasurer to be approved of by 
him, that the audited draft for said sum skall be returned to the 
Treasury. o 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of tke House of Representatives. 

DAVID G. BURNET, 

President of the Senate 
AprproveD Jan. 21, 1839, 
MIRABBAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to create a Board or Tribunal for the examination 
and auditing of claims against the Government in certain 
CASES. 
SECTION l. Be tt enacted by the Senate and House ef Repre- 


sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the First and Second Auditors, together with the Comptroller, 
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be and they are hereby constituted a Board or ‘Tribunal for the 
examination and auditing of all claims against this Government, 
_which the First or Second Auditor may not be authorized by the 

present laws to audit; that they shall have the powers of a court 
of equity, and it shall be their duty to-examine into all claims of 
whatever amount, founded in equity and justice, in relation to 
the redemption of which the present laws have made no pro- 
vision. 

SECTION Zo Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of said tribunal to meet every Saturday, or oftener at their dis- 
cretion, in the First Auditor’s office, for the purpose of adjudi- 
cating on such claims as may be presented to them; that the 
regular duties of their respective offices shall be suspended on 
said day; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to atlend the sessions of said tribunal, to represent the in- 
terests of the Republic. . 

Suction 3. Be it further enacted, That no claims of any 
character shall be presented to Congress or the President, until 
they have been first presented to said Board or Tribunal, and 
that it shall be the duty of the petitioner taking the appeal, to 
furnish the committee to whom such rejected claim may be re- 
ferred, to file with his petition the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, containing the reasons which induced the Board to 
reject said claim, which reasons he shall furnish to said petit- 
joner. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of said Board to state in their decision whether the claimant is 
entitled to the promissory notes of the Government or not, whieh 
said decision shall be returned and filed im the office of the pro- 
per Auditor, and constitute a part of the records of his office, 
whose duty it shall be to issue to the claimant the proper certifi- 
cate or draft for the same. ` 

Sucrion 5, Be it further enacted, That said Board shall 
hold their séssions between the hours of 10 o’clock A. M. and 1° 
o'clock P. M., and between the hours of 3 o’clock and 5 P. M. 

Suction G> Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of 
laws contrary to the meaning of this Act be and the same are 
hereby repealed, from and after the passage of this Act. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate 
‘Approven Jan. 21, 1839, : 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 


Supplementary to “an Act to dispose of Galveston and other islands 
of the Republic of Texas,” approved June 12, 1837. 


Sacrion l- Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Repre- 
sentatiecs of the Republie of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby authorized and 
required to cause to be surveyed on the east end of the island of 


Matagorda, six hundred and forty acres of land, in such form as- 


will best suit for a town site, and to cause the same to be laid out 
into lots, as to him the said Secretary shall deem best, consider- 
ing the locality of the place. 


Srecrion 2. Be tt further enacted, That so soon as said tow® 
shall be surveyed, and the plan of the same returned to the Sec” 
retary, it shall be his duty to advertise the same for sale, at a day 
by him to be fixed upon, im all the newspapers published in this 
‘Republic, and also in at least three published in the city of New 
Orleans. 


Section 3. Be it further enacted, That the sale of said town 
lots shall be at the state house of this Republic, 


Secrion 4. Be it further enacted, "That the lots in said town 
shall be offered and sold for no other currency then gold, sil- 
ver, audited paper, or the promissory notes of this Govern- 
ment. 

Suction 5. Be it further enacted, ‘That the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury be and he is hereby authorized to pay the expenses of 
surveying, advertising and sale, owt of the first money received 
from the sales aforesaid. l 

SECTION > Be & further enacted, That the said lots shall 
be sold on the following terms, viz: one fourth part to be paid 
down, and the other three fourths to be in equal instalments of 
six, twelve, and eighteen months. 

Suction 7 Be it further enacted, That if any persons who 
shall purchase any of the aforesaid lots shall fail to make pay- 
ment of the several instalments in conformity with this Act, he 
or they shail forfeit all such sums as they may have previously 
paid, and the lots purchased by such defaulter shall revert to the 
Government of this Republie. 

Section & Ge it further enacted, That ail persons, aliens 
not excepted, shall have the privilege of purchasing and holding 
the same, and the President is authorized to issue patents to them 
59 s202 as the last instalment shall have been paid. 
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Section 9. Be it further enacted, That the town contempla- 
ted by this Act shall be known by-the namé of the town of Cal- 
houn. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


is ~ 


Approvep Jan. 21, 1839, 


i AN ACT 
Supplementary to an Act entitled an Act to authorize the Pre- 
sident to negotiate a loan upon the bonds of the Govern- 
ment, not exceeding five millions of dollars. 

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senaie and Fouse of 
Representatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assem- 
bled, ‘That the President of this Republic be authorized by his 
letters patent to empower the commissioners appointed to nego- 
tiate a loan under the authority of an Act passed the 16th of May, 
1838, entitled “an Act to authorize the President to negotiate a 
loan on the bonds of the Government not exceeding five millions 
of dollars,” to affix the seal of this Republic to any bond or bonds 
or certificates of stock they may issue, sell or negotiate by virtue 
or under the authority of said Act. 

Section 2 Be it further enacted, That in the event of a 
loan being obtained either for the whole sum of five millions of 
dollars, or for any part thereof, it shall be the duty of the lender 
or lenders to deposit the sum for which they have contracted, im 
the Bank of England, if the loan be negotiated in England, and 
in- like manner the deposit to be made by the lender or lenders 
in the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, for all such 
sums of money contracted to be loand in the United States ; and 
all such deposits shall be made in the name and to the credit of 
the Republic of Texas; and the disposition of all sums of money 
so deposited as aforesaid, shall be made upon the order of the 
President of this Republic, countersigned by the Secretary of the 
"Treasury. 

Sucrion 3. Be i further enacted, That in case of the death 
of ciiher one of the commissioners appointed to negotiate the 
aforesaid loan, pending any negotiation,, the surviving commis- 
sioner shall have full power to seal, execute, sell and deliver 
any bond or bonds issued under the aforesaid Act, as fully and 
perfectly as if they were all present and acting. 
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Szcrion-4. Be it further enacted, That in case the said 
` loan of five millions of dollars, or any. part thereof, should be ne- 
gotiated by virtue of the aforesaid Actof the 16th May, 1838, in 
addition to the general pledge of the faith and credit of this Re- 
public, contained in said Act, for the payment of the interest and 
redemption of the principal of said loan, so much of the revenues 
of the Republic as may be necessary shall be set apart and semi- 
annually remitted to the Bank of the United States in Philadel- 
phia, to meet the semi-annual interest on any bond or bonds is- 
sued under said loan. And as soon as the Government shall 
deem it expedient to sell the public lands, of the proceeds thereof 
three hundred thousand dollars shall be annually appropriated 
and sət apart, and invested in public securities or corporate 
stocks, to form asinking fund for the ultimate redemption of the 
aforesaid loan of five millions of dollars, which said appropria- 
tion shall be continued anually to be made, until with the inter- 
est accruing and accumulating on the same, a sum shall be raised 
egual to the five millions of dollars, or any part thereof which 
may have been negotiated. ' 

Suction 5. Be tt further enacted, That the fifth section of 
the aforesaid Act of the 16th May, 1838, be and the same is here- 
by repealed. l 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senateo 

Approven, Jan. 22, 1839, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
To authorize the President to negoliate a loan of one million of 
dollars. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatwwes of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
‘That the President of the Republic, for the purpose of effecting 
a loan, be and he is hereby authorized to issue bonds in the name 
of the Republic, for such sums as may suit the purchasers there- 
of, to an amount not exceeding in the whole one million of dol- 
lars, which bonds shall be made payable to bearer; be transfera- 
ble by delivery, and bearing an interest on the face thereof at a 
rate mot exceeding eight per centum per annum, and the princi- 
pal and interest to be paid to the holders thereof at such time and 
place, and in such manner as may be agreed on and stipulated 
therein, and to be redeemable in ten years from the day of date. 
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SECTION 2. Bett further enacted, That the President by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint a ` 
commissioner, who shall have power within the United States of 
America to carry out the purposes and fulfill the objects of this 
Act in the manner specified therein, and shall be subjeet from 
time to time to such instructions as the President shall commu- 
‘nicate to him through the Secretary of the Treasury, and the 
said commissioner shall have power to agree and stipulate that 
the holder or holders of the bonds so issued may at any time they 
may choose surrender the same, and in lieu of principal and im- 
terest due thereon, receive any of the public lands, at the mini- 
mum price fixed by the Government, at the time of the sale of 
their public lands, and if said lands are sold at auction, any of 
the said holders shall be allowed to bid, and pay the amount of 
their purchases with any of said bonds, in like manner-as they 
are permitted to do at the fixed prices of the Government. 

SECTION 3. Bet further enacted, That the Commissioner 
shall have power to negotiate and sell such bonds for the notes of 
any bank or banks paying specie at the time of the sale, and shall 
have power to stipulate that the notes of any bank or banks pur- 
ing such bonds shall be received in payment of all public echas- 
dues, so long as said bank or banks shall bein good credt, and re- 
deem their notes when presented in gold and silver. 

SECTION 4. Be it further enacted, That the bonds issued 
under the provisions of this Act, shall be signed by the President 
and countersigued by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and be un- 
der the seal of the Republic; and upon the sale of any bond or 
bonds, the purchaser or purchasers thereof shall deposit the pro- 
ceeds of the sale im such bank in the United States, as the Pre- 
sident shall direct, to the credit of the Republic of Texas, and all 
such money shall be held by such bank subject to the order oz 
dratt of the President, which order or draft shall be countersign- 
ed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and the said bank shall 
forthwith notify the Secretary of all deposits made to the credit 
of this Government; and the said commissioner shall from time 
to time inform the Secretary of the Treasury of all transactions 
done by authority of this Act. 

SECTION 5. Be it further enacted, That for the punctual pay- 
ment of the interest, and final redemption of said bonds, the pub- 
lic faith is hereby solemnly pledged, and so much of the receipts 
from the customs and the proceeds of the sale of the public lands 
as may be necessary to carry into effect this pledge. 

Srerion 6. Be it further enacted, ‘That it shail be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, should the loan be efiected, to 
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lay before each and every Congress early in the session, a state- 
ment of all the sales of bonds that may have bsen effected, the 
expenses accruing thereon, and what disposition has been made 
of the proceeds of the same. - 

Suction 7e Be tt further enacted, ‘That full power and au- 
thority is hereby vested in the President of this Republic to effect 
the loan contemplated by this Act, upon such terms and condit- 
ions as he may deem deneficial to the country; and he shall give 
instructions to the commissioner, to be signed and sealed by him, 
and every act of the commissioner, within the limits of the in- 
structions given by the President, shall be valid, and as binding 
in this Republic as if done by the President: Provided, That the 
expenses incurred in negotiating the loan, on the part of the com- 
missioner, shall not exceed one per centum in the amount bor- 
rowed. 

Section 8. Be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
Act shail be so construed as to affect the law of the 16th May, 
1838, authorizing the President to negotiate a loan of five millions 
of dollars. 

JOHN MM. HANSFORD, . 
Speaker of the louse of Representatwes. 
DAVID G BURNET, 

President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
For the relief of John G. Love and R. C. Doome. 

Be ùi enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
af the Itepublic of Texas in Congress assembled, That John G. 
Love, late Collector of the district of San Augustine, and R. 'C. 
Doome, now Collector of the port of Sabine, be and they are here- 
by allowed for their services as Collectors of said ports, at the 
rate of two thousand dollars perannum: Prvided, It is in full 
for all services performed as such Collectors per annum. 

Sacrion 2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be and he is hereby authorized to settle with said Col- 
lectors in accordance with the provisions of the first section of 
this Act. 


APPROVED Jan. 22, 1839, 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Fonresentatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 


APPROVED Jan. 22, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Por the relief of master builders and mechanics of Teris 


Secrion 1, Be & enacted by the. Senate and louse of Reps 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled; 
‘That from ánd after the passage of tliis Act, master builders and 
mechanics of every denomination, contracting in writing to put 
up and erect buildings of any and every description; shall have a 
lien in the nature of a mortgage on all such buildings as they 
may put up, or erect, or work upon, and also upon the tract, pare 
cel orlot of land upon which such building or buildings shall be 
put up and erected, until the price or compensation for services 
and for materials found, shall be fully paid and satisfied: unless _ 
a contrary stipulation be made and agreed. upon at the time it is 
entered into. Provided always, That such lien shall not neve 
a priority over bona fide mortgages or legal incumbrances exist- 
ing anterior tothe time of the contract being made, if the said 
mortgages or legal incumbrances shall be duly recorded accord- 
ing to law. Provided also, That in all cases such builder or 
mechanic shall have an exelusive lien on ali improvements made 
by him, to the extent of his claim for the same. : 


Suction % Be it further enacted, That every contract made 
and entered into as aforesaid, shall bo recorded in the office of 
the clerk.of the county where such buildings as aforesaid shall 
be erected and put up, within the smace of thirty days after the 
contract is made, or otherwise the said lien shall cease and be in- 
operative. 

Sucriow 3. Be it further enacted, That when suit shall be 
brought by any master builder or master builders, mechanic òr 
mechanics, upon any contract made, executed and recorded as 
aforesaid, and a judgment or decree shall be rendered in favor of 
such master builder or mechanic, execution for the amount of 
the same may be levied upon the tract, parcel or lot of land upon 
which such building or buildings have been put wp and erected, 
as well as upon the buildings and improvements thereupon erect- 
ed and made: and all the right, title and interest which the de- 
fendant had in and to the said tract, parcel and lot of ground at 

-the time the contract was éniered into, as well as the building 
and improvements erected and made thereon, maybe sold to sai- 
isfy such judgment or decree. Provided, nevertheless; That 
nothing in this Act contained shall prevent such master builder 
or mechanic from levying his said execution upon any other pro- 


petty belonging to the person or persons against whom such jidg- 
ment or decree shall have been rendered. 
: JORWN -M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the louse of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


APpRoveD Jan. 23, 1839. 


- 
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AN ACT 
Antitled an Act supplementary to an Act entitled an Act create 
ing @ General Past Office. 

Be dt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of- Texas in Congress assembled, That from and after. 
the passage of this Act, the Viee President of the Republic shall 
be and he is hereby entitled to have his letters and newspapers to 
and from, conveyed by post free of postage. l 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
‘DAVID ‘G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 

Appnrovaen Jan, 23, 1839. 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


fbb feat 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to amend the Judiciary Laws of the Re- 


pulte , 

Ssacrion 1. Be t¢ enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Rep- 
resentatiocs of the Republis of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That the punishment of branding for the crime of manslaugter be 
and the same is hereby repealed. (See section third of the Act 
for punishing crimes and misdemeanors.) 

Suerioy 2. Be tt further enacted, That section fifth of “an 
Act establishing fees of office,” approved December 19th, 1836, 
be and the same is hereby repealed: and that the clerk. of the 
District Court shall hereafter add to the bill of costs a tax of three 
dollars in every suit or action instituted in said courts, and the 
clerks ofthe Connty Comrts shall in like manner add a tax of one 
dollar, to be paid by the party cast im each suit; which tax when 


86 collected, shall be paid into the County Treasury of the pro- 
per county. l ; 
l JOHN M. HANSFORD, 

Speaker of the House of Representatéses. 
. DAVID G. BURNET, 
š i ` President of the Senate: 


APPROVED Jan. 28, 1839, i 
. MIRABEAU-B. LAMAR, 


aa 


AN ACT 
To alter the time of holding the District Courts tn the Fourth 

Judicial District. 

Secvion lo Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the Republic of -Texas in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the first day of August, 1839, the time and man- 
ner of holding the District Courts for the fourth judicial district, 
shall be the following: Commencing in the county of Bexar on _ 
the second Mondays in October and March, and may continue in 
session until the Friday before the first Mondays in November 
and April. In the county of Gonzales the District Court shell 
be holden on the first Mondays in November and Avril, and may 
continue in session six days. In the county of Jackson, on the 
second Mondays in November and April, and may continue in 
‘session six days. In the county of Victoria on tue third Mon- 
days in November and April, and may continue in session six 
days. In the county of Goliad on the fourth Mondays in Noe 
vember and April, and may continue in session six days. In the 
county of Refugio, on the frst Monday after the fourth Mondays 
in November and April, and may continue in session six days. 
In the county of San Patricio, on the second Monday after the 
fourth Mondays in November and April, and may continue in 
session six days. 

Secrion 2. Be tt further enacted, That so much of an Act 
passed the 24th of May, 1838, entitled an Act to amend an Act 
entitled an Act establishing the District Courts, as may be con- 
trary to the provisions of this Act, be and the same are hereby 
repealed. l 


~ 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
- Speeker of the House of Mepresentatives. 
l DAVID G BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
Approven Jan, 23, 1839, 


MIRABEAU B, LAMAR, 
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i AN ACT 
Mop the rekef of the keirs of David Thomas 

Secriow 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep» 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
"That the Second Auditor be arid he is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to audit the claim of David ‘Thomas as a member of the 
General Convention in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 

Suerions Z, Be tt further enacted, That the said Auditor be 
required. to audit the claim of the said David Thomas as Attor- 
ney General, for the term of time he served as such. 

Sgerion 3. Be tt further enacted, That the Secretary of War 
be authorized to issue to the legal representatives of said David 
Thomas the quantity of land scrip to which. he is justly enti- 
ted. . 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury be authorized to pay the legal representatives of said 
David Thomas in the promissory motes of the Government the 
amount of his claims, 

‘JOHN M. HANSFORD, ' 
Speaker of the House of R presentatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 


President of the Senateo 
MIRABBAU B. LAMAR, 
JOINT RESOLUTION. 


To legalize certain Acts therein named. _ 
Spetion L. Be it resolved by. the Senate and House of Reps 
vesentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
all the Acts and doings of legal adjudication which have been 
done at the town of Nashville in Milam County, and are required 
to be done at the county seat, shall remain and be as legal and 
valid in law as though they had been transacted at the county 
seat of said county. o 
Section 2. Be it further resolved, That the town of Nash- 
yille shall be the county seat for the county of Milam, until an 
election shall have been holden by the qualified voters of said 
county, for its permanent location. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Specker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate 
A\PpProvep Jan. 23, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


Asproveb Jan. 28, 1839, 
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, AN ACT 
To establish a new mail route, 

Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster 
‘General be and he is hereby authorized and required to put into 
immediate operation a weekly mail from the town of Crockett, 
in Houston county, to the town of Houston in said county, by 
the way of Brownville, any law to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. l 

Be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be and 
‘he is hereby authorized to contract for carrying the mail once ® 
week from Myrtle Springs, in Red River county, to the town of 


Fulton, on Red River. l 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
/ DAVID G. BURNET, 
. President of the Senate 
Approve Jan. 23, 1839, 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Wm. Ke Rieter and James Stonum. 
Resolved by the Senate and House af Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of 
War be and he is hereby authorized and required to grant to 
Wm. K. Rivier and James Stonum honorable discharges for a 
term of three months service in the army, under the command of 
captain John Hart, of the volunteer cavalry of Red River coun- 


ty, in the year 1836. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID ©. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 
Granting a divorce to George Fisher and Elizabeth Fisker. 
Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passage of this Act, Geo. Fisher, of this Republic, and Bliz 


q 


. ÀPPROVED Jan. 23, 1839, 


8 


GO 


übeth Fisher, “ormerly Elizabeth Davis; uf the Stats of Missis: 
sippi, be aud they are declared to be forever divorced, “a vin- 
culo matrimonii ;” and each party is hereby declared to be ag 
compete at to contract as though they had vever been married: 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senales 


MIRABEAU Br LAMAR. 


Approven Jan. 28; 1839, 


AN ACT 
supa fo av, Act entitled an Ack establishitig, the Fees of 
MCE: l 

SA l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Teias in Congress assembled; That 
in all criminal prosecutions, when the party accused shall not be 
convicted, the fees of the District Attorney conducting such pros: 
ecutions shall be paid by, the Republic; and the provisions of 
this section of this Act shall extend to all such prosecutions as 
have been instituted since the 18th of December, 1837. 

Sucrion 2 Be dt further enacted, That from and after the 
passage of this Act, in every action instituted. in behalf of the 
Republic, for the recovery of any monies on pecuniary penalties 
of any kind, in addition to the tax fee now allowed by law, the 
District Attorney conducting such action shall be entitled to re- 
ceive five per cent. on the amount recovered. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Spseker of the House of Representatives: 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 


Approven Jan.23 , 1839 l l l 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Granting @ divorce to Louisa Beaslyo ; 
Be it enceted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
a . q na z 
Republic of Tewas in Congress assembled, That Lowisa Beasly and 


Seymore S. Beasly be and they and they ave hereby declared to 


a 
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ise forever divorced, and each party is hereby declared free to act 
im every thing as though they never had been married, 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to define the time of holding Justices? Courts. 
Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
Of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the*passage of this Act, Justices Courts shall be held in the 
different counties,of this Republic:on the fourth Saturday in ev- 
‘ery month, and no oftener, any lew, custom or usage to the-cou- 
wary notwithstanding. l 


APPROVED Jan. 23, 1839, 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

DAVID G. BORNET, . 
President of the Senate. 


APPROVED Jan. 23, 1839, 


, . AN ACT l 
Entitled an Act supplementary to the Judiciary Laws of the Re 


wblice 

‘Be di enacted by the Senate and House of Representattoes of 
the Ee public of Texas tn Congress assembled, That when any par- 
ty to a suis or action, either as -principal er security, makor or 
endorser, founded on any bond, bill, promissory mote, or other 
written contract, covenant or agreement whatsoever, shall deny 

his signature, he shall be required to do the same under oath. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
j DAVID G. BURNET, 

President of the Senate. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of a certain person therein named. 
7 o we ng j 
fvesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Tenas in Congress assembled, Thet the First Auditor 


t 


\ Approven Jan. 23, 1839, 
| A 


ý 


be and he is hereby authorized and dixected to andit the certifi- 
cate of Edward Burleson, commender-in-chief, in favor of David 
Garner, for the sum of cighty-nine dollars. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved Jan. 23, 1839. | 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR., 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
lor a certain purpose therein named. 
iesoloed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the act of the 
late Executive, withdrawing the application of this Republic for 
admission into the American Union, meets with the approbation 


and ratification of Congress. 
JOHN M. HANSPORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, - 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


AN ACT 
Eniitled an Act to define the time of Sheriffs sales, and the mane 
ner of adverlising. 

Seerion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Kep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That from and after the passage of this Act, all sherifi’s sales, and 
administrator’s or executors or guardian’s sales, of real estate or 
personal property, or a right growing out of the same, shall be 
made on the first Tuesday in every month, which sales shall 
take place between the hours of 10 o’clock A. M. and 4 o'clock 
P. Me, at the court-house door of the county in which said sales 
are made. 

Szcrion 2. Be st further enacted, That all such sales of real 
estate shall be advertised thirty days im some public gazette or 
newspaper, before the sale takes place, and all personal property 
shall be advertised im like menner for twenty days before the day 
of sale: Provided, There is public gazette or newspaper pub- 
lished in the county, or in an adjoining county to, where such 
sale takes place: and said sales shall also be advertised at the 
court-house door of the county in which said sale takes place, 


g 


oApproven Jan. 23, 1839; 


G 
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and at other public places; and all laws anc! paris of laws coe 
trary to the true intent and meaning of this Act be and the saune 
are hereby repealed. Eo ae 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
| President of the Senate 
Approve, Jan. 23, 1839, ` 
MIRABBAU B. LAMAR, — 


: os AN ACT l 
To translate the Laws of the Republic into the Castilian lenguage; 
and promulgate the sames 
Be ib enacsed by the Senate and House of Representatives af 
ihe Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That in justice to 
that numerous portion of our fellow citizens who understand only 
the Castilian language, and who are consequently ‘wholly igne- 
rant of the most important laws to which their obedience Is re- 
quired, the Secretary of State shall be authorized to contract witha 
some person properly qualified, for the translation and compila- 
tion of such geyeral and penal eńactments as have been made 
by the former and present Congress; that a sufficient number ot 
copies of the same shall be printed and distributed. in those coun- 
ties where the population alluded to may reside; and that in fu- 
ture all general enactments shall as soon as practicable be trans- 
lated into the Castilian language, and transmitted to the Chief 
Justices and Justices of the Peace of said counties, who shall 
give due publicity to said laws, any laws to the contrary not- 
withstanding. | 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of tke House of Representatiocso 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
Approven Jam. 23, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
To establish a Port of Entry, to be called La Vaca 
Sucvion l. Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, What 
from and after the passage of this Act, the following designated 


ZO 


district shall be a port of entry: Commencing at the dividing 

line between the county of Matagorda and Jackson, on the bay 

of Matagorda, thence to the mouth of the La Vaca river, thence 

around the head of La Vaca bay, and down the west bank of 

said. bay to the Pass de Cavillo, embracing all the creeks, land- 

nee or other places, where goods may be landed, within said 
imÄtS. 

Sncrion 2. Be tt further enacted, ‘That the above named 
port of entry shall be condueted by a Collector, and all other of- 
ficers as he may deem proper for the better securing the revenues 
of this Republic, accruing from the importations of merchandize. 
imto the said district. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the boarding officer at the Pass Cavillo to board all vessels 
bound for the La Vaca bay, and despatch them im the same man- 
ner as if they were bound for Matagorda, 

Section 4. Be tt further enacted, That the Collector who 
may be appointed. under the provisions of this Act, shall be au- 
thorized to establish his office in such part of the collectoral dis- 
trict herein provided for, as he may deem most convenient, and 
best adapted to secure the duties. . 

JOEN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 
| President of the Senate. 

APPROVED, Jan. 23, 1839. f 

s i MIRABEAU “B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 
Lo provide for the raising of three companies of Mounted Volunteers 
jor frontier service azatnst the hostile Indians. 

| Be ù enacted by the Senate ond House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, ‘That 
the President be and is hereby atithorized to accept the servi- 
ces of three companies of mounted volunteers, for immediate ac- 
tive service, on the frontiers of Bastrop, Robertson, and Milam 
counties, for the term of six months, unless sooner discharged, 
to be mounted and armed and equipped at their own expense, 
cach company to consist of one captain, one first lieutenant, one 
second lieutenant, three sergeants, and fifty-three privates; the 
men composing each company will elect the officers of the com- 
pany, and the officers and mem of said companies will elect a 
major to command them. 
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Be ü further enacted, “What the said companies shall be al- 
lowed the same pay, except the bounty of land, as is granted by 
the law defining the pay of mounted riflemen im the rengin 
Vice, approved. 10th December, 1836, ; 

Be it further enacéed, ‘That upon the receipt of the final 
muster rolls at the War Department, after the discharge of said 
companies, the President be authorized to order their payment 
out of any money that may be in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

JOHN M. HANSEPORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 

Approven Jan, 23, 1839, 

| 
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JOINT RESOLUTION l < 
Providing for the printing of the Rules and Regulations of the 

Army of this Republic. 

Resolved by the Senate and Fouse of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That one thousand copies 
of the rules and regulations for the govermment of the army of 
the Republic of Texas be printed under the inspection of the Sec- 
retary of War, and that he issue to all officers of the army a.copy 
thereof, charging them respectively with the cost thereof, and ʻi- 
ty per cent, additional, and that the monies received for the same 
shall be paid into the Treasury for the use of the Republic. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives- 
- DAVID G BURNET, 
President of the Senate 
APPROVED Jan. 22, 1839. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of A. Jo Yates. 

Resolved by the Senate ond House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the Au- 
_ ditor be and he is hereby directed to audit the claims of A. J. 

Yates for seventeen hundred and fifty-nine dollars, on his giving 


1a 


a receipt in full to this Government for all services rendered to 
this Republic as agent or commissioner of loans for this Repub- 
lic; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to pay 
the above in the promissory notes of this: Government. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Fouse of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Seater 


APPROVED Jan. 23, 1839, | . 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of J. El Starr and Jo So Roberts. 

Be tt resolved. by the Senate and House of Representatioes of 
the Republic of Tenas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
of the the Treasury be and: he is hereby authorizect and required. 
to-receive from James Hl, Starr, receiver of public monies at Nas 
cogdoches, a certificate or claim against this Government for three 
thousand three hundred and twenty-six dollars and seventy-nine 
cents, given to J. S. Roberts by Wm. G. Cooke, Quartermaster 
General, on the 9th December, 1838, at par valtiation with the 
‘Treasury notes of this Republic. 

JOHN M, HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G, BURNIE, 


President of the Senate- 


MIRABEAU 13, LAMAR. 


APPROVED; Jan- 23, 1839. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Supplementary to the Joint Resolution for appointing two legal gene 
‘ tlemen to compile a code of laws for the Republic of Texas. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Kepresentatives of” 
the Republice of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Cemmis- 
sioners appointed under the Act to which this is a supplement, 
shall have the power, and they are hereby authorized, to employ 
a clerk: and the sum of one thousand dollars is hereby appropri- 
ated for the purchase of books to enable said commissioners to 
discharge their trust, which said booksishall at the completion ot 


the code belong to the Republic; and the Secretary of the Tree- 
sury is hereby atithorized anc. required to pay what is herein ap- 
propriated, on the draft of said commissioners, or either of them, 
as well as the pay of the clerk. 
JOHN M. HANSPORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 
President of the Senctes 
Approven Jan. 23, 1839. ; 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Authorizing the Auditor to disckarge certain duties. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Representatives 
of the Republic of Tegas in Congress assembled, ‘That the Au- 
ditor be amd he is hereby required to audit the account of any 
ceunty surveyor for work executed for the Republic, agreeably 
to law. Provided, "Phat the claimant shall present the certificate ` 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that the work 
for which pay is demanded has been properly executed, and that 
the Republic is thereby justly indebted to the claimant in chat 
amount. 

SucTIron 2. Be it further enacted, That all accounts audit- 
ed under the provisions of the first section of this Act, shall be 
paid im promissory motes. ` 

SECTION Ð Be dt further enacted, That the Auditor is here- 
by directed to audit and the Treasurer to pay all county survey- 
ors for making complete or connected plats of their respective 
counties, such amount as the board of Land Commissioners for 
the counties in which they reside, shall deem a proper compon- 
sation for making said map: Provided, The Commissioner 
General of the Land Office shall approve of the same, both as to 
execution of the work and the amount of remuneration; and all 
such certificates shall be suficient voucher for the action of the 
Auditor. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representaticcs. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 

President of the Senate 


Avrrovan Jan. 28, 1339, 
MIRABEAU B, LAMAR. 
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AN ACT l 
Entitled an Act to compel all Government officers to resewe the Pro- 
missory Notes of the Government for all dues that may accrue 
to them in the <’scharge of the dutees of their office. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Kepresentatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembicd, That from and af- 
ter the passage of this Act, no county surveyor, or any officer 
whatever, except District Judges, and the Chief Justiee who may 
held office or commission under or by the sanction of this Re- 
public, shall demand any other currency for tle dues or appurs 
tenances of their office’ or appointment, other than that of the 
promissory notes of this Republic; and that for a violation of the 
provisions of this Act, the individual so offending sholl forfeit 
his appointment, office, or commission. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatvwes. 
k DAVID G. BURNET, ° 
i President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan, 23, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Hntiiled an Act giving to the President the power to fll 


VACBRCLES. ; 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the 
President be and he is hereby authorized to fill all vacancies that 
may happen during the recess of Congress, in sach offices as are 
filled by joint vote of both houses of Congress; and that he be ` 
required to report the same to Congress within ten days after the 
next Congress shall convene. | 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
“DAVID G, BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan. 23, 1839, 
-MIRABBAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Appropriating, money to defray the expenses of the various depart- 
ments of the Government. 
Suction l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep» 
cesentutives of the Republic of Temas in Congress assembled, That 
three hundred and eleven thousand dollars be and is hereby ap- 
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propriated for the payment.of the expenses of the vatious: departs 


ments of this Government. forthe past end current year; one 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to issue the promis- 


L ES 


gory notes of the Government for that amount, and pay them out 
to the order of the proper officers of the Government. 
casi 
Secrion 2, Be ùi further enacted, That ten thousand dol- 
a 
lars of the above appropriation is specially set apart as.a contin- 
pi coi y i 5 
ot fund, to be drawn from the Treasury under the signature of 
ge 2 y 2 
the President, countersigned by the Secretary of the. "Treasmry, 
for such purposes as he may deem proper, 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
3 DAVID G, BURNET, 


Ln) De SO AN 7 L 
President.of tha Keneta. 


APPROVED Jan, 24, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAT. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION. . 
er the relief of James C. Boyd. 

Eecolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatiocs of the 
Kepublie of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Auditor be 
and he is hereby required to audit the claim of James CaBoyd 
for six months services as a spy to the cavalry, at twenty-five 
dollars per month, deducting forty-eight dollars already paid, aud 
also allow him one hundred and twenty dollars for a horse lost 
in the service, and that the Secretary of War allow him a certif- 
cate lor a corresponding quantity of land. 

: ıı JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Flouse of Representatiocs. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 
ey oct President of tke Senate. 

APPROVED, Jan. 24, 1839. 

MIRABSAU B. LAMAR 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John A. Zambrano. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the fist 
Auditor be and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the 


accounts of John A. Zambrano, as captain of cavalry from 1” 
fourch of December, eighteen hundred and thizty-five, up V 


mat 
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thirty-first of September, eighteen hundred. and thirty-six, a peri- 
od of nine months and twenty-seven days. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Louse of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 
APPROVED, Jam. 24,1839. . 


MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 
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AN ACT . 

To authorize the President to appoint.a Private Secretary. 
Be it enacled by the Senate and Elouse of Representatives of 

the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the Presi- 
dent be and he is hereby authorized to appoint a private Secre- 
tary, who shall receive a salary of two thousand dollars a year. 
Provided, That he shall not be entitled to any other clerks or 


assistants. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, ` 


President of the Senate. 
APPROVED, Jam. 24, 1839. 


° MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT l 
_ To appropriate one million of dollars for the protection of the Fron- 
tier and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Rea ublic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the President 
be anil he is hereby authorized and required to discharge all offi- 
cers and soldiers now in actual service or on furlough, or in any 
way attached to the military service, except those belonging to 
the regiment for the protection of the northern and western fron- 
, tier, and the ordnance department. 

Suction 2. Be it further enacted, That in order to enable 
the President the more effectually to protect the frontiers, the sum 
of one million of dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated 
for the purpose of raising such forces as the President may deem 
mecessary for the defence of the country, (according to an Act of 
Congzess passed in eighteen hundred and thirty-six,) and also 


TE 
the more eliectually to carry into operation the several Acts pass- 
ed at this session of Congress. 
JOHN M. HANSIPORD, 

. Speaker of the House of Representatioese 

DAVID G. BURNET, 
. President of the Senate 

Approven, JaN.. 24, 1839, ` 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 

Making on appropriation for the Presidents House. 

Be t resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, ‘That the sum 
of five thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated, 
to be expended by the President in completing, repairing and 
frumishing the house and establishment of the Executive. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of tke Howse of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


Avproven, Jan. 24, 1839, j 
MIRABEAU B, LAMAR. 


l ° JOINT RESOLUTION 
Making an appropriation for the purchase of o Library for 
the Leepublic of Teras. 

Teesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the sum 
of ten thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated for the purpose of purchasing a Library for the use of the 
Government of Texas, and the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby required to issue the promissory notes of the Government 
to that amount; and the President is hereby authorized to draw 
_ for the same, and to purchase such books asin his judgment. 
and cirewmsances most require; and said books shall be deposi- 
ted. im the ofice of the Secretary of State, 

JOHN M. HANSPORD, 
Speaker of the House of Represeniciioes 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


openeen es £ Ve 
President of the Senate- 
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Approvun Jan. 24, 1839, : 
MIRABEAU 1B, LAMAR. 
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A AN ACT i 
‘Requesting the Treasurer to pay the salaries of Clerks 
montita. 

Resolved by the Scacie and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teruo 4 Congress assembled, ‘That the Trea- 
surer be and he is horsby authorized and required. to pay the 
clerks of the various dopariments and bureans their salaries regue 
larly on the first of every month, in the promissory notas of the 
Government; and a sufficic.t amount thereof is hereby specially 
‘appropriated for said purnose, 

Suction 2. Be it Further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be and he is hereby authorized and regaited to supply 
the Treasurer on the first of every month with the promissory 
notes of thé Government for the aforesaid purpose. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
‘Speaker of the House of Kepresentatises. 


DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 
APPROVED Jan. 24, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 

~» Por the relief of Moses Martindale 

Resolved by the Sencie and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Tesas in Congress assembled, That the Auditor be 
ond he is hereby authorized and required to audit the claims of 
Moses Martindale for three months service in the army, and. that 
the Seeretary of Wer grant him a certificate for a corresponding 
‘amount of land. l 


2 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Louse af Representatives. 
DAYID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 
Approven, Jam 24, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Amending the Act entitled an Ast adopting w National Seal 
and Standard for the Republic of Texas, approved 10th 
‘December, 1836. 

Suction 1. be t exacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
roscntatives of the Icpublie of Teras iw Congress assembicel, 
‘That from and after the passage of this Act, the national arms of 
the Republic of Texas be and the same is hereby declared to be 
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& White star of five points on an amure ground, chcireled by ax 
olive and live oak branches. 

.  Becrion 2. Be it further enacted, That the national great 
seal; of this Republie shall, from and and atter the passage of this 
Aci, bear the arms of this mation as declared by the first section 
of this Act, and the letters “ Republie of Texas.” 

Srerion 3: Be it further enacied, That from and after tho 
passage of this Act, the national flag of Texas shall consist of a 
blue perpendieular stripe of the width of one third of the whole 
length of the flag, with a white ster of five points in the centre 
thereof, and two horizontal stripes of equal breadth, the upper 
stripe white, the lower red, of the length of two thirds of the 
whole length of the flag; any thing in the Act to which this is 
an amendment to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sretion 4. Beit further enacted, That the Président be and. 
he is hereby authorized. and required to establish such signal and 
other auxiliary flags, for the naval, revenue and land servie 
ces, also for the use of the pilots and coasting traders, as the said 
services may require, and he may deem mecessary and expedis 
ent. 

SECTION 5. Be i further enacted, That the national standard 
of this Republic shall remain as was established by an Act to 
which this is an amendment. 


fe 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Houke of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
l President of the Senate: 


APPROVED, Jans 25, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT O 
Suppiementary to the several Acts for ofganizing the Mh- 

litid. , 

Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the President 
is hereby directed to appoint Such persons as may be necessary, 
to organize the militia in conformity with the laws heretofore 
passed. for that purpose. Provided, That all officers shall be 
elected by the people, under the direction of the person so ape 
pointed by the President. ; 

Snuorion 2. Be i further cnacted, That the President be and 
is hereby directed to issue his proclamation immediately after the 
passage of this Act, directing the manner and mode of holding 


? 
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the election and making the returns thereof, any law to the con- 
wary notwithstanding. i 

SECTION 2 Beit further enacted, That the militia may be 
classed in three e!ssses by lot, under the order of the President, 
and that the President is authorized to call out the classes for the 
service of the state in mumerical order, and any citizen refusing 
to obey such draft or order shall forfeit a sum not less than five 
hundred dollars, to be assessed by court martial, and the money 
shall be made by levy and execution by any civil officer to whom 
the process of said conrt martial shall be directed; and so much 
money of the promissory notes of the Government as may be ne- 
cessary is hereby appropriated to carry out the provisions of this 


Act. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
j President of the Senate. 
APPROVED, Jan. 24, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Thomas Jeferson Chambers. 

Secrion le Be it resolved by the Senate and House of kepre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the Treasurer of this Republic be authorized, and he is hereby 
required to pay to General T. Jefferson Chambers in tlie promis- 
sory notes of the Government, the amount of audited claims due 
him after deducting all dues owing and to be settled for by him 
with the Republic, including the lots on Galveston island, pur- 
chased by him at the sale in November, 1837. 

Snction 2. Be iê further resolved, That the Treasurer be 
likewise authorized and required to close a settlement of the ac- 
counts between General Chambers and the Republic by signing 
and delivering to him receipts in full for all the sums owing and 
to be settled for by him, including the before mentioned lots on 
Galveston island, and the President of the Republic is hereby 
authorized and required to issue patents for the same. 

Secriow 3. Be é further resolved, That the six pieces of 
field artillery presented to the Republic by General Chambers, 
‘Sin token of his devotion to her liberties and, national indepen» 


Si 
dence,”. bs accepted, and that the thanks ofthis Congress bo tite 
dered to him for the liberal donation. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House af Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
= President of the Senate. 
APPROVED, Jan: 25, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


AN ACT 
Supplementary lo an Act entitled an Act for the permanent location 
of the Seat of Government. 

NECTION le Be č enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, What 
the President be and he is hereby required to have erected at the 
point which may be selected for the location of the seat of Gov» 
ernment, agreeable to the provisions of the Act to which this is 
a supplement, such buildings as he may deem necessary for the 
accomodation of the fourth annual Congress of this Republic, 
together with the President and cabinet and other officers of the 
Government: Provded, Such location should not be made at a 
point where such buildings can be obtained. 

SECTION 2. Be x further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the President, together with his cabinet officers, to proceed to 
the point selected for the location of the seat of Government 
as aforesaid, together with the archives of this Government, pre- 
vious to the first day of October next, at which place the fourth 
annual Congress of this Republic shall assemble on the second 
Monday in November next. 

Sserion 3. Be dt further enacted, That the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be 
and the same is hereby required to issue upon the order of the 
President the promissory motes of the Government for the before 


mentioned amount. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, _ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 
. . President of the Senatec 
APPROVED Jan. 23, 1839. | _.. l i 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 


Entitled an Act lo repeal certain parts of an Act organizing the 


a 7 Wed a z -a a o * kg 
înferior Couris, and defining Ihe powers and-jurisdiction of 
the sameo 


Secriox l. Be č enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Lepublic of Texas in Congress assembled; hat 
the sixth section of the aforesaid Act be and the same is hereby 
repealed, and that fom and after the passage of this Act; the 
chief justices of the respective counties of this Republic shall still 
sit and exercie: £10 powers of Probate Judges, conservatots of 
the peace, commissioners of roads and revenues, and notaries 
public. 


Section 2. Be tt further enacted; That from and after the 
passage of this Act, all powers and jurisdiction granted by law 
to the respective county courts of this Republic, not enumera- 
ted end defined im this Act, be and the same are hereby re- 
peaked. 


Suction 3. Be it further enacted; That from and after the 
passage of this Act, the fees to be charged and collected by the 
respective Probate Judges upon the settlement of all deceased 
persons’ estates in this Republic, shall be one per cent. upon the 
monies actually received and paid out, when the appraised valu- 
ation of an estate shall not exceed ten thousand dollars; all laws 
heretofore allowing a per cent. upon the appraised valuation of 
an estate are hereby repealed. l 


Suction 4. Be ii further enacted, That from and after the 
passage of this Act, all process heretofore issued for an amount of 
one hundred dollars and upwards, created by the law of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, shall by the judge and clerks of the re- 
spective county courts in each county be returned to the first 
term of the district court of counties respectively; and any judge 
or clerk of the respective counties neglecting or refusing to com- 
ply with the provisions of this Act, shall be considered guilty of 
a high misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof before any court 
having cognizance of the same, be fined in the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, and shall moreover be liable to the party agrieved 
in damages. 


_ Ssernon 5. Be it further enacted, That all appeals trom the 
justices’ court shall as heretofore be returnable to the county 


- 
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courts, which appeal shall be tried de novo, and without tho ‘ne 
tervention of a jury. 
JOHN M. HANSPORD, 
Speaker of the House of Fè preseniaiices. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President vf ihe Senate 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


ArrrRoveDd Jan. 26, 1839. 


` JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John S. Roberts. — . 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives o 
the Republic of Tetas in Congress assembled, hat the Trea- 
surer of the Republic is hereby required to receive the accounts 
of John S. Roberts, late receiver of public monies for the munici- 
pality of Nacogdoches, as manager of the stamps, that he be re- 
quired to examine the same, and if properly vouched for, to re- 
ceive said accounts, and cause the remaining stamps to be-dle- 
stroyeds 

JOEN M. HANSFORD, ~° 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
~ President of the Senate. 

Approven, Jan. 26, 1839, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act for the raising of certain troops therein nam lo 

Szerion 1. Be it enacied by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatwes of the Mepublic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That a corps of rangers, to consist of two companies of fifty-six 
men each, be and. are hereby created for the protection af the 
counties of San Petricio, Goliad and Refugio. 

Section 2, Be it further enacted, That said corps shail 
be established by voluntary enrollment, for the term of six 
months, to be commanded by officers appointed by the President; 
that the President be required to report such appointments to the 
next Congress within ten days after its session. 

SECTION 3. Be ù further enacted, That the pay of each 
private, and noh-commissioned officers, shall be twenty-five dol» 
lars per month, the horses, arms and other equipage, being fur- 
nished in all cases by the individuals. 


Sucatow 4. Be it further enacted, That the sum of fifteer 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for carrying into effets 
the object of the foregoing sections of this Act; and the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby reguirec! to issue that amount of the 
promissory motes of the Government for thet purpose. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Keepresentatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 


President of the Sewate. 
APPROVED; Jan. 26, 1839, _ . 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Prescribing the mode of paying Troops. 

SECTION I. Be vt resolved by tee Senate ond House of Keep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That hereafter it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War, on 
the receipt of the duly authenticated and final muster rolls of the 
militie that have or may be employed in the public service im at- 
cordance with law, to direct the payment ot such troops out of 
the proper appropriations, by am army paymaster, at tle most 
convenient points for them to attendi im the section of country im 
which they reside. 

SECTION 2. Be ù further resolved, That the militia eni- 
ployed in the campaign against the hostile Indians amd Mexicans 
under the command of General Rusk, and others, who have 
mounted, armed and equipped themselves, shall receive the same 
pay, except bounty lands, as is allowed in the Act defining the 
pay of mounted riflemen, approved 10th December, 1836, any 
law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 

President of the Serate 


MIRABEAW B- LAMAR. 


ArrrRovED Jan. 25, 1839, 


AN AGT: 
Ta intorporcie-the City of Honston,.and other. cities therein named- 
SECTION lo Be t.cnacted: by the. Senate: ard: House of Rep- 
resentalizes of the Republic of Texas-in Congreso assembled, ‘That 
all the free white inabitamts-thereof shall be a body corporate, 
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by the name of the Mayor, Aldermen and inhabitants of the ciy 
of Houston, and by that name they and their successors shall bs 
known in law, and be capable of suing and of being sued, and « 
defending in-all courts and in all actions and matters whatsocy. 
er, and may have a common seal and may alter and change the 
same at their pleasure, and by the same name shall be capable of 
holding and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use 
of the said corporation: Provided, That suck real estate be 
within the limits of the said city. 

SECTION 3. Be it further enacted, “That there shall be the 
following officers for the said city, that is to say, one Mayor, one 
Recorder, eight Aldermen, one Treasurer, and as many other 
subordinate officers, not herein mentioned, for preserving the 
peace and well ordering the affairs of said city, as the city coun- 
cil shall direct. f 

SECTION 3. Be il further enacted, That the Mayor, Recorder, 
and cach of the Aldermen, appointed by virtue of this Act, and 
also all subordinate officers to be appointed under the same, shall 
before they enter upon the duties of their said offices respective- 
ly take and subscrite an oath to perform the duties thereof ac- 
cording to the best of their knowledge and ability; which outs 
shall be taken by the said Mayor before the Chief Justice of the 
county, amd by the officers respectively before the said Mayor. 

SECTION 4. Be it further enacted, ‘That the Mayor and Cny 
Council of the city of Houston shall have full power and au- 
thority to make and pass such by-laws or ordinances as they 
shall deem necessary to maintain the cleanness and salubrity of 
said city, to secure the safety and convenience of passing in the 
streets and squares, ways, levees, and other public roads, to fx 
the squaring and to prevent any encroachment or other under- 
taking on the said public roads, to determine the completion and 
dimensions, the maintenence-and repair of the said pavements in 
the said streets at the cost of the proprietors of houses, lands or 
neighbouring lots, to fix the place and anchoring for all water 
crafts in the bayou, to establish an active system of inspection 
over the conduct of slaves, to establish a city guard or patrols, to 
provide for lighting the streets, to determine in what part of the 
city wooden chimnies shall not be allowed to be erected, to pre- 
vent gunpowder being stowed within the city and suburbs in 
such quantity as to endanger the public safety, to determine on 
the means to be resorted t&n order to extinguish conflagration 
and to prevent the same, to regulate the service of persons em- 
ployed im working fire engines, to permit or forbid theatres, balis 
and other public amusements, to cause the playhouses and other 
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places for shows or exhibitions to be closed whenever the pres- 
ervation of order, tranquility or public safety shall require it, to 
establish one or more market places, and to determine the mode 
er inspection for all comestibles sold publicly either in said mar- 
kel or markets, or in other places, to regulate every thing 
which relates to bakers, butchers, tavern keepers or of grag shops, 
and other persons keeping public houses, draymen, horse drivers, 
water carriers, and slaves employed as day laborers, to fix the sal- 
aries of said Craymen, horse drivers, water carriers and day la- 
borers, and to make other regulations which may contribute to 
the better administration of the affairs of said corporation, as well 
as for the mantenance of the police, tranquility and safety of said 
city: Provided, That no by-laws or regulations which have been 
made by said Mayor and City Council shall have any force and 
effect in what may be contrary to the provisions of the constitu- 
tion of the Republic of Texas. Provided also, That said Mayor 
and City Council shall not have the power of fixing the price of 
any article sold in the market or other places. 

Section 5. Be tt further enacicd, That the limits of the city 
of Houston shall be comprehended within the following boundaf 
rics, viz: beginning on Buffalo Bayou where the upper line o- 
the tract of land now owned by Messrs. McKinney & Williams 
erosses the said bayou, thence south ‘orty-five degrees west, to a 
point in the prarie, distant one mile and a half from said place of 
beginning; thence in a direct line to a point on said bayou, dis- 
tant one mile and a half in a direct line from the foot of Milam 
street, where the new bridge crosses said bayou; thence in a di- 
rect line to a spring commonly called Beauchamp’s spring, thence 
due east to a stake one half mile from said spring, thence in a di- 
rect line to the place of beginning. 

Section 6 Be i further enaceed, That the fines imposed by 
the regulations of the by-laws of the corporation of Houston, shall 
not exceed the sum of one hundred dollars, and the reeovery of 
the same shall be made before any Justice of the Peace or any 
competent tribunal, in the name of the Mayor, Aldermen and in- 
habitants of Houston, and for the benefit of said city. 

SECTION 7. Be it further enacted, That in future the sitlings 
or assemblies of the City Council of Houston shall be public, ex- 
cept where, at the request of two thirds of the members present 
im said council, the said council shall deem it necessary to delib- 
erate with clesed doors. Fo,’ i 

Section 8. Be it further enacted, That in future the Mayor, 
Recorder, nor none of the Aldermen then in office, shall be al, 
lowed either in his own name, or through the medium of other 
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persons, to become the lessee or bidder for any branch of wav rey- 


enues of the city, nor for any work or undertaking whaisuwzcz, 
which may be authorised or ordered by the. corporation of said. 
city. 

Section 9. Bz it further enacted, That the City Council 
shall be the judge of the election of the Mayor, Recorder, and its . 
members, and it shall name by ballot its clerk and its other pri- 
vate officers, as also the Treasurer of the city. 


Szorion 10. Bz it further enacted, That nothing is changed 
by the present Act, as to the other rights, attributes or powers 
granted by Congress, of the Mayor and vity Council of the city 
of Houston. 


Section ll. Be it further enacted, That no person shal! be 
eligible as an Alderman of the said city, who at the time of his 
election does not possess the qualifications of an elector, and has 
not resided in the said city six months next preceding said elec- 
tion, and has not held, the last three months, within the said city, 
landed property to the value of five hundred dollars, agreeably 
to the county tax roll. 


SECTION 12. Be i further enacted, ‘That it snail be lawful for 
the Mayor and Recorder to try, as Justices of the Peace, all of 


fences that may be committed against the ordinances and regu- 
lations enacted by the City Council, within the limits of the ju- 


risdiction granted to sectional Justices oí the Peace, but through- 
out the city of Houston and its precincts. 


Section 13. Be it further enacted, ‘What in order to enable 
the Mayor and Recorder of Houston the more effectually to ful- 
fil the provisions of this Act, the President shall be and he is 
hereby autnorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to give the officers above mentioned a commission of Jus- 
tice of the Peace, for and during the time they shall fill the duties 
of Mayor and Recorder of Houston. 

Ssecrion 14. Be it further enacted, That the Mayor shall 
convene the Council of the city whenever required to do so by 
three Aldermen of the said Council. ` 

Secron 15. De d further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Mayor and Council to cause the Treasurer of the corpora 
tion to publish on the first Monday of March in each year, an 
accurate, detailed and just statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures, and condition of the treasury of said body politic, and pub- 
lish the same in at least-one of the gazettes printed in Houston ; 
the said statement, before it is printed, shall be carried by the 
Treasurer aforesaid before some Judge or Justice of the Peace, 


before whon he shall testify on oath that tle same is a faithful 
and correct statement. l , 

Szcrron 16. Be it further enacted, That no tax shall be 
levici on the inhabitants of the corporation, or their property, by 
eny meeting of the City Council which consists of less than two 
thirds of the whole number elected, and no meeting of the said 
Council shall proceed to business of any description, unless it be 
composed of a majority of the whole number of Aldermen 
elected. ; i 

SECTION l7. Be it further enacted, That should the Treasu- 
rer of said corporation refuse to account as directed by this Act, 
he shall pay a fine of two thousand dollars; said fne to be recoy- 
ered om motion before the District Court by the district attorney 
or his assistant, ten days notice of which shall be given to the 
said ‘Treasurer; and it is hereby made the duty of the district 
attorney to inquire and see that the provisions of this Act are 
faithfully fulfilled, and proceed as the case may require. 

Suction 18. Be it further enacted, ‘That it shall be the duty 
of the collector of the taxes, imposed according to law by the 
City Council of Houston, to notify all persons who shall have 
a tax to: pay to the corporation of the city of Houston, of 
the day on which said tax shall become due, and of the 
place where he shall keep his office, by notices inserted dur- 
ing two months previous to said day im all the papers pub- 
lished at Houston, and it shall be the duty of every person 
owing -a tax as aforesaid, to pay the same, or cause it to be paid 
at the office of said collector; and thirty days after the day fixed 
for the payment of said taxes, the said collector shall hand over 
to the sheriff of the county of Harrisburg a list of all such per- 
sons as shall have neglected to pay such tax, and it shall be the 
duty of said sheriff on receiving said list, to seize upon and cause 
to be sold, agreeably to “an Act to amend the direct tax law, ap- 
proved May twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and thirty-six,” the 
property of each and every person who shall have neglected to 
pay as aforesaid, over and above said tax, an increase of five per 
cent. on the amount of said tax, which increase shall accrue to 
the sheriff as a compensation for his services. Provided however, 

That im all cases where the tax is paid before the sale of the said 
- property, the sheriff shall not proceed to sell, but shall deliver 
over the property so seized to the owner thereof, 

Sscrion 19. Be i further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the collector of the taxes, mentioned in the preceding section, 
to cause a list of all the arreared taxes to be inserted im all the 
newspepers of Houston, and to invite at the same time all per- 
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sous owing said taxes to pay the same, or cause them to be paid 
at his ofice within sixty days following the publieation of said 
lists at the expiration of that delay, said collector shall furnish 
to the sheriffof the county of Harrisburg, a list of ail such per- 
sons as shall have neglected to pay said tax; and it shall be the 
duty of the sheriff on receiving said list, to seize and cause to be 
sold the property ofeach and every person thus neglecting to pay 
said tax, agreeably tov the provision of the preceding section. 
Provided however, ‘That in all cases where the tax is paid before 
the sale of the said property, the sherif shall mot proceed to sell, 
but shall deliver over the property so seized, to the owner 
thereof. 

Secrion 20. Be it further enacted, That the cities of Galves- 
ton, Matagorda, San Angustine and Aransas, are hereby incorpo- 
rated agreeably to the provisions of the foregoing charter; and it 
shall be the duty of the Chief Justices of the counties of Galves- 
ton and Refugio to hold an election on the second Monday in 
February next, for the officers contemplated in the said Act. 

Secrion 21. Be i further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws militating against the provisions oi this Act, be and te 


same are hereby repealed. 
JOAN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Represéntalives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


Apprroyep Jan. 28, 1839, ; 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR.. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act regulating Attachments. 

SECTION 1. Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
‘That when a writ shall issue from aay of the courts of this Re- 
pubiic, commanding the sheriff or other oficer to cite any person 
to answer any civil action in said court, and the sherif shall 
return that the defendant is not to be found within his county, 
the plaintiff may, at his election, sue out an attachment against 
the personal estate of such defendant, returnable in the same mane 
ner as original process; and if on the issuance of an attachment, 
the sheriff shall return any goods by him attached, and the de- 
fendant shall fail to appear and plead within. the time limited by 
the laws regulating pleadings, the plaintiff shall be entitled, if in 
an action of debt, to final judgment, and ifin action sounding in 
damages, to an interlocutory judgment, and may execute æ writ 
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of inquiry at ths succeding term; and the goods so attached, if 
not replevied or sold according to the rules hereinafter prescribed. 
for goods taken on original attachments, shall remain in the cus- 
tody of the sheriff until fine? judgment, and then be disposed of 
in tile same manner as goods taken on a. writ of fieri facias ; 
and if the judgment shall not be satisfied by the goods attached, 
the plaintiff shall have execution for the residue. 

SECTION 2 Be it furiher enacted, ‘That original attachments, 
foreign and domestic, may be issued by any judge of the circuit 
or couhty courts, or any justice of the peace, 

_ Sserion 3. Be it further enacted, That every judge or jus- 
lice, before issuing an attachment, shall reouire the party apply- 
ing for the same, his agent, attorney or factor, to make affidavit 
in writing, that persons against whom the attachment is prayed 
absconds or secretes him or herself, that he or she resides be- 
youd the jurisdiction of the court; that he orshe is about to re- 
move beyond the jurisdiction of the court, so that the ordinary 
process of the law cannot be served upon him or'her, or that he 
or she is about to remove his or her property beyond the juris- 
diction of the court, and that thereby the plaintiff will probably 
loose the debt; and shall further require the person applying for 
an attachment his or her agent, attorney or factor, to swear to 
the amount of the sum due the plaintiff, and that an attachment 
is not sued out for the purpose of vexing or harrasing the de- 
fendant; and shall further require the plaintiff, his agent, attor- 
ney or factor, to give bond payable to the defendant in double the 
amount sworn to be due, conditioned that the plaintiff shall pros- 
ecute his or her attachment to effect, and pay the defendant all 
such damages as he or she may sustain by the wrongful or vexa- 
tious suing out of such attachment; which bond, together with 
the affidavit of the party complaining, his agent, attorney or fac- 
tor, subscribed with the proper name of the person making the 
same, shall be returned by the judge or justice taking the same, 
to the court or justice to which the attachment is returnable. And 
upon such bond and affidavit being made as herein before provid- 
ed, itshall be the duty of said judge or justice to grant an attach- 
ment against the estate of such debtor wherever the same may be 
found in the hands of any person or persons indebted to or hav- . 
ing any of the effeets of the defendant, or so much thereof as shall 
be of value sufficient to satisfy or demand and costs of the com- 
plainant; which attachment shall be deemed the leading process in 
such action, and the same proceedings shall be had thereon as in 
judicial attachments. Every attachment issued without bond 
and affidavit taken and returned as aforesaid, shall be abated on 
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the plea of the defendant, And the clerks or deputy clerks of 
the district court shall have the same power to issus attachments 
as judges or justices have unde? this section. 
SECTION 4. Be it further enacted, Thatto prevent errors in 
issuing attachments and taking bonds thereupon, the attachment 
shall be in the following form, to wit: 
Republic of ‘Dexas, 
Couaty of 
To the Sheriff of County, greeting : 
Whereas A B (or A B, attorney, agent or factor, as the case 
may be, of C D,) hath complained on oath to 
, one of the Judges of ihe Circuit Court 
, that E F is justly indebted to him (or the 
said C D,) to the amount of 5 
and oath having been also made that the said © F absconds or 
secretes himself, or resides- beyond the jurisdiction of tae court, 
or is about to remoye himself beyond the jurisdiction of the court, 
so that the ordinary process of law cannot be served against him, 
or is about to remove his property beyond the jurisdiciton of the 
court, and the said having given bond and 
scurity according to the directions of the Act in, such case 
made and provided, and made oath that an attachment is nob 
sued for the purpose of vexing or harrasing the defendant, & F: 
We therefore command you taat you attach so much of the cs- 
tate of the said E F, if to be found in your county, (replevi- 
able on security,) as shall be of value suficient to satisfy 
the said debt and costs according to the complaint, and such 
estate so attached in your hands to secure, or so to provide that 
the same may be liable to further proceedings thereupon, to be 
had at j ‘ 
so as to compel the said E F to appear and answer to the above 
complaint of the said . š 
When and where you shall make known to the said Court or 
Justice how you haye executed this writ. 


Witness . Judge of said Court, 
or a Justice of the Peace in and for said county, at 
, the - day of , in the year of our Lord 


, and of Texian independence 
the : 
Which attachment shall be signed and sealed by the Judge or 
Justice or clerk granting the same; and the bond to be given in 
obtaining such attachments, shall be in the following form, to 
wH: 

Know all men that we, and 
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all of the County of , (as the case may be,) are 
held and firmly ound unto - in the sum of 


. , his certain attorney, executors, adminis- 
trators or assigns; Jor which payment well and truly to be made, 
we bind ourselves and each of us, our and each of our heirs, ex- 
ecutors anc, aclaninistrators jointly and severally, firmly by these 
presents, sealed with our seals, and dated the ° day of 

» im the year of our Lord , 
The condition of this obligation is such, that whereas the above 


bounden hath, the day of the date hereof, 
prayed an attachment. at the suit of 5 against 
the estate of the above named , for the sum 
of , and hath obtained. the same returns 
able to the Court of » to be holden 
at on the day of next, 
or : . : 2 
Now if the said shall prosecute his suit with 
efect, or in case he fail therein, shall well and truly pay and sat- 
isfy unto the said all such costs and damages 


as shall be recovered and awarded against the said 
» his heirs, executors or administrators, in any suit or 

suits which may be hereafter brought, for wrongfully suing out 
the said attachment, then the above obligation to be null and 
void, otherwise to remain in full force and effect. 

rovided nevertheless, That no attachment is to be abated for want 
of form, if the essential matters set forth in the foregoing prece- 
dent shall be set forth im the said attachment. 

Sscrion 5. Be it further enacted, That a writ of attachment 
may issue in all cases against the property of a debtor legally sub- 
ject to the process of attachment, although the debt or demand of 
the plaintiff be mot due; which attachment shall be a lien on the 
property attached until such debt or demand becomes due, when 
judgment shall be rendered and execution issued. But if the 
property so attached. be of a clearly wasting or perishable nature, 
then the same shall be sold, giving a crediton the same until the 
debt or demand of the plaintiff becomes due, or the purchasers 
giving bond with security for the payment of the purchase mo 
ney, which bond shall be lodged with the other papers in the 
cause; and if the money is not paid at the expiration of the time 
given, the clerk or justice shall issue execution against the prin- 
cipal or security, or either of them, and the money when cotlect- 
ed shall be paid into the hands of the clerk or justice, to abide the 
final decision of the cause. _ 

Sscrion 6. Be it further enacted, That when any estate at- 
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fached shall; om the Gath of the plaintiii, nis or her attorney og 
agent, or other creditable person, be certified to any judge or jus- 
tice of the peace, to be likely to waste or be destroyed by keeping, 
and if the person to whom 16 belongs, his or her attorney, agent 
or factor, shall not within twenty days after the levy of the at- 
tachment replevy the same, then such estate shall by the order of 
‘said judge or justice be sold at public vendue by said officer, 
ke having first advertised said sale at the court house, and two 
other public places in his county, at least fifteen days previously; 
and the officer shall within five days after such sale, return the 
order-of sale to the court or Justice to which the attachment is re- 
turnable, with his proceedings thereon, and also at the time of 
making such return shall pay over into the hands of the clerk 
or justice all money arising from such sale, which money shall 
be subject to the judgment on the attachment. Any officer fail- 
ing to return such order of sale as above directed, shall be liable 
to either the plaintif or defendant, as officers are for failing to ree 
turn writs of venditéont exponass; and any officer who after the 
expiration of the time allowed for paying the proceeds of the sale, 
shall neglect or refuse to pay the same on demand of the clerk or 
justice, shall be subject to the like proceedings at the instance of 
the clerk or justice, as officers are for failing to pay over money 
levied upon a fieri facias. i 
Secwion 7. Be & further enacted, That when any person 
being a non-resident of this Republic is indebted to any person 
also a non-resident, either by judgment, mote, or otherwise, and 
removes his or her property into, or holds property im this Re- 
public which would be subject to attachment for the beneiit [of] a 
resident of this Republic, the same shall be extended to such non 
resident, as is by law secured to persons residing within this Re- 
public. Provided, That such non-resident shall give good and 
sufficient security residing in this Republic, to be approved of by . 
the judge of the county court, or any judge or clerk of the cireutt 
court, for the. amount, and with the like condition as required in 
other cases: and that in addition to the oath new required by 
law, such non-resident plaintifi, his agent or attorney, before obe 
taining any such attachment es is authorized by this Act, shail 
swear that the defendant against |whom] such attachment is sued 
out, has not sufficient property » within the 
knowledge or belief of such non-resident plaintiff, his agent or at- 
torney, wherefrom to satisfy such debt or demand. And provid- 
cd also, That no judicial process shall bé issued against the es- 
tate of any person residing out of this Republic, by aay ome, 
whether a resident or non-resident, uinless such process is grant- 
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eù on the original attachment, or unless the leading process in 
the suit has beon executed on the person of the defendant when 
within this Republie. 

SECTION & Be it further enacted, That when two or more 
persons not residing in this Republic are jointly indébted, either 
as joint obligors, partners, or otherwise, then the writ or writs of 
attachment may be issued against the separate or joint estates of 
such debtors, or any of them either by their proper names or b¥ 
the name and style of the partnership, or by whatever any other 
name or names such joint debtors shall be generally reputed, 
known or distinguished within this Republic; or against the 
heits, executors or administrators of them or any of them, and 
the lands, téneménts, goods, chattels and effects, rights and cred- 
its of such debtors or any of them, shail be liable to be seized and 
taken for the satisfaction of any such debt or other demand, and 
may be sold to satisfy the same. 

Section 9, Beit further enacted, That attachments may be 
levied on the defendanis goods and chattels, and the manner of 
cxecuting an attachment shall be by the officer’s going to the 
house in which, or to the person in whose possession, the de- 
fendanis goods or chattels are supposed to be, and then and there 
declaring in thé presence of one or more credible persons of the 
neighborhood, that he attaches the said goods or other effects ; 
from and after which declazation the goods, money and effects, 
so attached, shall remain in the custody of the officer levying on 
the same, tinless the defendant, his or her agent or attorney, or 
some othef person, replevy the same by giving bond and securi- 
ty in dóuble the amount of the plaintiff’s demand, conditioned 
that if the defendant be condemned in the action, he shall return 
the specific property attached, and in case he fail to do so the se- 
curities will do it for him; or unless claim be made to the pro- 
perty levied on, and bond given to try the right of the same, as 
in other cases on which the same proceedings may be had as in 
trials of the right of property taken by Virtue of a fieri facias; 
in Which cases the officer shall suffer the property to remain in 
the possession and at the risk of the defendant orclaimant. And 
the said replevin bonds, or bonds for trial of the right of pro- 
perty, shall be loclged with the clerk or justice where the attache 
ment is returnable; atid should any such bond be forfeited, ac- 
cording to its conditions, the officer taking the same shall forth- 
with enter thereon the necessary endorsement of forfeiture, and 
the clerk or justice shall immediately issue execution on the 
same against all the obligors therein; which duties of clerks and 


` other officers shall be performed under all the penalties and re- 
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such execution either wholly or in part, and upon such security 


as the judge granting the same may think proper. 

7 Ssotion l0: Be i further enacied, Taat woenever any of 
ficer may be required to levy ak attachment: such oficer nay 
require the plaintiff in the attachment te excents to him a bond of 
indemnity, in order to secure such offesr ir it shouid aterwaxis 
appear ihat the property levied on does not belcug to the de- 
fendant: 

Secrion ll. Be it further enacted; That any perzon against 
whose estate an attachment has issued, his or her attorney, agens 
or factor, may at any time before fina! judgment entered, or a 
writ of inquiry executed, upon giving special bail in double the 
amount of the debt, replevy the estate so attached, anti plead to 
[the] issue, so that the plaintiff is not thereby delayed of his trial, 
Provided, That the defendant shall not be required to give spec- 
ial bail before he is admitted to appear and piead. ; 

Sscrron 12. Be it further enacted, That if the inhebitent of 
any other governmerit have no goods or chattels within this Re- 
public; but has lands within it, the,sherif shall execute suca at- 
tachment upon his lands or tenements, agreeably to the provis- 
ions of the Act concerning executions. And in case of the deaths 
of any debtor residing out of the limits of this Republie; having 
lands or other property therein, the creditor resiient within the 
Republic shall in like manner be entitled to recover by attach- 
ment against the executors and administrators, and execution 
shall issue accordingly against the property so left within the 
Republic. 

Section 13, Be it further enacted, That the person vnose 
goods or effects are attached, shail be called the defendant in the 
attachment, and the person in whose possession they are attached 
shall be called the garnishee. -> o 8 

Section 14; Be it further enucted, That when any officer 
shal! serve an attachment in the hands of any person supposed 
to be indebted to, or supposed to have any of the effects of, the 
defendant, he shall at the same time summon such person as a 
garnishee, in writing, to appear at the court or beZove the justice 
where the attachment is returnable, on the first day of the first 
term of the court, if returnable to court; or at the time of tae- 
return of the attachment, if returnable before a justices of the 
peace; there to answer upon oath what he or she is indebted to 
the defendant, or what effects of the defendant he or she has in 
his or her possession, and had at the time of serving the attacn- 


ment, and what eifiects of the defendant there are in the hands of 
any other, cud) what person, to his or her knowledge or belief. 
And it shall be lawful upon his or her appearance and examina- 
tion to ento? up judgment and award execution against any such 
gaimishee, ior al sums of money acknowledged to be due to the 
defendant from nim or her, and for all effects of any kind belong- 
ing to the defendant in his or her possession or eustody, for the 
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use of the painti or so much thereof as may be necessary to 
satisiy the debt and costs, and ali charges incident to levying the 
sams. And al: goods and effects whatsoever in the hands of any 
germishes, belonging to any defendant, shall be liable to satisfy 
any plaintiff's judgment, and shall be delivered to the officer 
serving the attachment. 

SECTION 15. Be it further enacted, That when any gar- 
nishee shail be returmed by the officer, summoned im the mame 
ner aforesaid, and shall fail to appear and discover on oath, as is 
by this Act directed, it shall be lawful for the court and it is Te- 
quired afer calling the garnishee, to enter a conditional judg- 
ment ageinst him, upon which a scire facias shall issue against 
such garnishee, returnable to the next term of the court, to shew 
cause why a final judgment should not be entered against and 
upon said scire facias being duly executed and returned, if such 
garnishee shall fail to appear according to the mandate thereof, 
and discover cn oath in manner aforesaid, the court shall eom- 
firm such judgment, and award execution for the plaintiff's 
whole judgment and costs. 

Suerion 16. Be it further enacted, ‘That when the attach- 
ment is returnable before a justice of the peace, the garnishee 
shall be required to appear at the return of the attachment, and 
answer upon oath as in the foregoing section; and in case any 
garnishee so summoned shall fail to appear and answer as above 
required, the justice shall enter judgment by default against such ` 
garnishes ; and if the garnishee appear end answer within ten 
days, said judgment shall be set aside, and such judgment en- 
tered. as the justice of the case requires; but if the garnishee fail 
to appear within ten days after judgment by default, the justice 
shall issue a second summons commanding the garmishee to ap- 
pear at a term certain, and if the garnishee fail to appear at said 
time, final judgment shall be entered against him for the amount 
of the plaintiffs demand. and costs of suit, upon which execution 
shall issue. 

. Sermon 17. Be & further enatled, That in all cases when 
any garnishee shall have in his possession any property belong- 
ing to the defendant, or be indebted to him in any specifie pro- 
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petty, ke shall be at liberty at any time within twenty days aller 
judgment entered against him as garnishee, to‘deliver the same 
to the officer serving the attachment or holding he execution, I 
discharge of himself and the same shall be sold to entis*- he 
judgment against the defendant; and i eee be the any of the | 
proper officer to der mand the property deposed to ha ue from, or 
in the possession of, any ry gar mishee, at the e lies of ae 
of such garnishee, within a reasonable time after the final ju 

ment rendered, 


Szertoy 18. Be é further enacted, That if upon thee 
amination of any garnishee, it shall appear that there is any of of 
the defendant's estate in the hands of any other person who has 
not been summoned, or that any other person is in ndehted to the 
defendant, the court ur justice shall, upon motion of the plaintiff, 
grant a a judicial attachment, to be levied in the hinds of such 
person or persons so holding propetty of, or indebted to the če- 
ee who shall appear and answer, a and be liable as other gare 
chishees. 


Suction 19. Bett further enacted, ‘That the defendant may 
im all cases show by competent testimony that a garnishee is in- 
debted to him in a greater amount than he is willing to admit on 
oath. 

Sgerton 20. Be it Surther enacted, That the plaintif wish- 

ing to controvert the garnishee’s answer, may do so by making 
oath that he believes the same to be incorrect, whereupon an is 
sue shall be formed and tried as in other cases. 

Section Zl. Be it further enacted, That every garnishee 
shall be allowed out of the effects attached, reasonable satisfaction 
for hts attendance, and where no goods are attached, the same 
shall be taxed against the party causing such gar nishee to b 
summoned. 

Srcrion 22. Beit further enacted, That all laws heretofore 
passed, on the subject of a attachments, except suen as velate to 
the powers of courts over defaulting suitors and oficers, and in 
enforcing their orders, judgments, and decrees, are hereby 


repealed: 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


DAYID G. BURNET, 
President of ihe Scnnt2, 


Asexovup, Jan. 28, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION, 
For the relief of Nathaniel Townsend. 

Be th resolved by the Senate and Luuse of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Second 
Auditor be and he is hereby authorized to audit the claim of Na- 
thanio! Townsend for one hundred and seventeen dollars anë” 
thirty threo and a third cents, for articles furnished the first Com 
gress while at Columbia, as per vouchers, 

JOHN M. HANSFORD;, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, = 
President of the Senator 

APPROVED Jan. 28, 1839, 

MIRABEAU B LAMAR, 
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JOINT RESOLUTION l 
Supplementary to @ Joint Resolution for the relief of Jamies Ansor 
Dunn, passed during the presene session af Congresso 
Kesolsed by the Senate and House of Representatives of tha Re- 
public of Teses in Congress assembled, That the Joint Resolatiouw: 
for the relief of James Ansem Dama be so construed: as to allow 
him bounty lend for his services from the eighth day of Febrna- 
. m eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, up to the twenty-eighth 
ay of December of ihe same year, inclusive. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representattoces 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senales 


Arsoviin, Jan. 29, 1839), | | 
. MIRABEAU B. LAMA! 


AN ACT 
Securing Putent Rights to Inventors: i 
Srcerron 1. Be i enacted bytke Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Kepublic of Terus in Congress assembled, 
‘That any citizen of this Republic, or alien who may have legal- 
ly declared his intention of becoming’ a citizen of this Republic, 
may by application to the Secretary of State, secure a patent 
right for any new and useful art, machine, instrument, or com- 
position of matter, liberal arts, sciences or literature, Books, maps, 
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or charts, or any new and useful improvement of the same which 
he may have invented or discovered. 

Szcrron 2. Be at further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the applicant to deposit in the office of the Secretary of State, 
a description, model or drawing, of the machine or instrument 
which he has invented or improved, and also full written in- 
structions as to the most suitable materials, manner of construct- 
ing, and rendering useful such improvement. 

Secrion 3. He i: further enacted, That the applicant shall 
in all cases make oath before the Seetetary of State, that he be- 
lieves the art, machine, instrument, or other improvement or ime 
vention or discovery which he claims, to have originated with 
himself, and that to the best of his knowledge and belief its use 
would be beneficial to the community, and that a model or draw- 
ing, ‘specifications and description, would enable a mechanic or 
other person of suitable occupation, to make, construct, and to 
‘put inte successful operation, such improvement or discovery. 

Section 4 Be i farther enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the applicant to pay the sum of thirty dollars for the use ot the 
Republic, to the Secretary ot State, for the use of the Republic: 
which payment, in addition to a compliance with the foregoing 
sections of this Act, shall entitle him to a patent right for such 
invention, discovery, or improvement, for the term of fourteen 
years: Provided, That the residence of the patentee or his 
agent shall continue im this Republic during that time. . 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall confer any rights to persons who are not really orig- 
inal inventors or imiprovers im seme useful branch of industry, 
and that any individual who may obtain a patent for any im- 
provement or discovery which may be or have been previously 
im use in this or any other country longer than two years, on 
proper proof being made of the fact, such patents shall be wholly 
invalidated. 

Secrion Ô; Be ii further enacted, ‘That any individual or 
individuals who shall or may violate the rights and privileges 
granted to any patentee by this Act, or that may be granted by 
law, shall be liable to the samd patentee in damages, which dam- 
ages shall be assessed by a jury under the direction of the court, 
and shall be im all cases double the amount of damages specially 
proven, and in addition a fine of five hundred dollars for the use 
of the Republic, fer each offence. Said action shall be brought 
im the Distriet Court, as provided by law in other civil cases, and 
the patentee shail be entitled to all remedial process known to 
the law upon geod cause shown, as im other cases, 
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Secrion 7o Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
State be and he is hereby authorized and required to attach a bu- 
reau to that department, to be called the Patent Office, wherein, 
all the specimens, moulds, models and devices, of all new inven- 
tions-or iscoveries which may be presented, with the descriptive 
instructions of the patents, and they shall be considered as form- 
ing a part of the national archives; and the chief clerk of the 
Sseretary of State shall discharge the duties of that office, and 
for the discharge of the duties of said office he shall, im addition 
to his present salary, be entitled to and receive five hundred dol- 
Jers per onnum. , 


JOHN M. HANSPORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate 
Arprovnn Jan. 2, 1839. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 

Authorizing the County and District Courts to render judgments 

whe the verdict of the Jury is less than the jurisdiction of the 

SAME IR Corlazirz CUSCSo 

Snorion h Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Rpublic of Texas iw Congress assembled, “hat 
in any action of assumpsit or debt in any County or District 
Court of this Republic, if the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall prove his 
her or their demand, for any sum within the jurisdiction of the 
court in which such action is brought, and the defendant or de- 
fendants shall prove a set-oli, and the finding of the jury shall be 
a sum not within the jurisdiction of the court, itshall be the duty 
of said court to render judgment for the sum so found, whether 
such finding of the jury be im favor of the plaintiff or plaintifs, 
defendant or defendants. 

Sucrron 2 Be st further enacted, That this Act shall take ef 
fect from and after its passage; and all laws that may in any 
manner contravene the provisions of this Act, be, and the same 


are hereby repealed. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID Œ. BURNET, 
o. President of the Senate. - 
APPROVED, Jam. 2d, 1889. o 
MIRABBAU B, LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 


Amending en Act supplementary to an Met entitled an Act to reduce 
into one Act and lo amend the several Acts relating to the 
establishment of a General Land Office. i 


Sacmon 1, Be i enacted by tke Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of tke Republic of Texas ir Congress assembled, That 
the Chief Justices of counties, the associate justices, and the 
county clerks, of each and every county of this Republic, shall 
be and they are hereby constituted boards of Land Commission- 
ers for their respective counties; the Chief Justice shall be pre- 
sident, and the county clerks shall be the clerks, to said boards, 

Ssorion 2 Be id further enacted, That the said beards of 
Land Commissioners shall be governed by the same laws, and 
be entitled to the same emoluments, as provided for the govern 
ment of the boards of Land Commissioners in the Act to which 
this is a supplement. Provided, That the clerk shall receive 
two dollars, and the balance be shell equally divided between the 
members of the board present; 


SECTION & Be tt further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the clerks of the present boards of Land Commissioners to de- 
liver over to the clerks of the boards contemplated in this Act, (so 
soon as they are organized) all the records and papers they may 
have in their possession relating to the transactions of said board, 
and the presidents are hereby required to pay over to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury all monies they may have received as treas- 
urers to said boards. 


Section 4. Be tt further enacted, That this Act shall take 
efiect from and after the second Monday of January, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-nine, and shall continue in force to the se- 
cond Monday of January, eighteen hundred and forty, and no 
longer. 


Secron 5. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws conflicting with the provisions of this Act be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


: President of the Senate. 
APPROVED, Jan. 26, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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AN ACT 


Reguiring the Seeretary of the Nay to have surveyed the Bars and 

Passages of the Bays and Harbors of Tegas. 

Sucrion I. Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the Jepublic of Texas in Congress assembled, Thag 
the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and required to 
have surveyed. as soon as practicable the bars and entrances of 
the Sabine, Galveston, Velasco, Pass de Cabello, and Aransas, 
and have placed at each a good and sufficient buoy or buoys, in 
such manner that the channels of the aforesaid bays may at all 
times be plainly indicated, together with such instructions, bear- 
ings with land marks, courses and distances, as may aid the enə 
trances of mariners with all possible facility into our ports. 

Sscrion 2 Be dt further enacted, What the inside bars and 
channels of the bays of Sabine, Galveston, Matagorda, La Bacca, 
Aransas, and Corpus Christi, be staked or buoyed, as the nature 
of the navigation may require in the bays. ) 

SECTION 3. Be it further enacted, That any person or per- 
sons who may destroy, remove or displace, any buoy or buoys, 
stake or stakes, om conviction thereof ‘shall be fimed in the penal 
sum of one thonsand dollars, and imprisoned six months in the 
county goal, 

Section 4. Be i further enacted, That tire sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be and 
is hereby appropriated to carry the aforesaid into effect; and the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to pay to the Sece 
retary of the Navy this amount, for the aforesaid purpose; and 
that on completion of the work it shall be published in the New 
Orleans Bulletin, the Texas Telegraph, and Intelligencer of Tex- 
as, for three months. 

. JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
To prevent Clerks, or deputy Clerks, from becoming administrators 
in cerbait cases. 

Be it resolved by the Senate @nd Howse of Representatives of 
the Republic of Teaas in Congress assembled, That from and af- 
ter the passage of this Act, it shall be, and is hereby declared un- 
lawful for any clerk or deputy clerk of the District Court, the 


APPROVED Jan. 26, 1839, 


County Court, or the Probate Court, to receive letters of admin- 
istration from the Probate Court of the county in which the said 
clerk or deputy may reside. Provided, "That said clerks shall not 
be deprived of this right when they are the sole heirs of an es- 


Late. 3 
l JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


APPRoveD Jan. 26, 1839, | 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, — 


AN ACT 

Declaring cerlain children legitimate, therein named. 
f Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Tesas in Congress assembled, "That Tho- 
mas, William, and Martha Orr, sons and daughter of George Orr 
and Priscilla Barwich, be, and are hereby declared, legitimate 
children, and capable in law of inheriting their parents’ proper- 
Cy, im the same manner as if they had been born im lawful wed- 


lock. 
JOAN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


ApProven Jan. 26, 1839, 
MIRABEAU IB. LAMAR. 


; AN ACT 
Lo require the plea of “non est factum” to be filed under 
oath tm certain eases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate ond House of Representa- 
cives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That 
im all cases in which a suit has been instituted for the recovery of 
an amount due upon such bond, bill, promissory note, contract, or 
other writing obligatory, and such suit is now pending in any of 
the courts of this Republic, or in cases im which any such suit shall 
hereafter be instituted, the execution of the instrument shall be 
regarded as proved, and the plea of “non est factum”? shall be 
considered as unavailing, until the defendant, or in case there be 
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more defendants than one, at least one of them, shall have made 
oath before the court in which the case is pending, that he or 
they never executed the said instrument, nor authorized’ any 
person to execute it for him or them. 

Sucrion 2 Beit further enacted, That all laws unc parts 
of laws contrary to the provisions of Act be and the same are 
hereby repealed, and this Act shall be of full force and effect from 
andl after lis passage. 

JOHN M.. HANSFORD, 
Spealier of the House of Representatives. 
' DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


Approvep Jan. 26, 1839, 
5 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Allowing pay for copying the Journals of the Senate, for 
the Fall and Spring sessions of 183¢ and 1838. 
be % resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
éives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That 
Richard R. Wilkins be allowed out of the contingent fund of both 
Ulouses, at the rate of fifteen cents per hundred words for record- 
ing the journals of the Senate of the fall and spring session of 
eighteen hundred anc! thirty-seven and thirty-eight, as has here- . 
toore been allowed for recording the same, and that the certifi- 
cate of the Secretary of the Senate shall be a sufficient voucher 
for the Auditor to audit the same. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
- President of the Senate. 


Approven Jan. 26, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, | 


AN ACT 
For the relief of certain persons therein named. 

Be té enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembied, ‘That the 
Stock Commissioner be and he is hereby directed to issue cer- 
tificates of the Funded. Debt of this Republic, with interest at ten 
per cent. from the twenty-second of April, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six, to the following named persons, for the amounts affixed 
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to their names respectively, to wit: To Samuel Swartwout two 
thousand dollars, George and Edward Curtis one thousand dollars, 
Charles St. John two hundred dollars, Eli Hart five hundred 
doliets, D. Henderson two hundred dollars, D. 8. Gregory two 
hundred dollars, W. H. Jessup two hundred dollars, 3. D. Curtis 
five hundred dollars, Willis Hall two hundred and ifty dollars, 
J. Watson Webb two hundred and fifty dollars, Thomas &. Da- 
vis five hundred dollars, S. M. Stillwell five hundred dollars, 
Daniel Jackson five hundred dollars, Samuel K. Childs two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, Eben Jessup Jr. five hundred dollars, Jo- 
seph Fowler five hundred dollars, D. Casletto assignees five hun- 
dred dollars, J. L. & S. Josephs & Co. five hundred dollars, Mor- 
gan L. Smith five- hundred dollars, Joseph Kent eight hundred 
dollars, Asa P. Ufford five hundred dollag. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representativcs. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
; President of the Senate 
Approven, Jan. 26, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of James Gourly. 

. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
of the Republic of Terus in Congress assembled, That James 
Gourly, esquire, is hereby invested with the legal rights to de- 
mand and receive from the Board of Land Commissioners of the 
county of Harrisburg, a certificate for a league and labor of land, 
to be located on any of the vacant lands of this Republic, on the ° 
same terms as emigrants of eighteen hundred and thirty-five. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker af the House of Eepresentatizes. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan, 26, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Authorizing the President to open a trade between the inhabtiants of 
Western Texas, and the Meatcans on the Rio Grande. 
Be i enarted by the Senate and House of Represeniatises of 
the Republic of Texas. in Congress assembled, ‘That the President 
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be and he is hereby authorized to give every encouragement and 
support im his power (compatible with the safety of the country) 
to the trade between the Western settlements of our Republic, 
and those of the Mexican government on the Rio Grande. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatioed. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senase, 


MIRABBAU B. LAMAR. 


Approvan Jan. 26, 1839, 


AN ACT 
Supplementary to an Act incorporating the City of San Antonio, 

and other towns theerein named. . 

Suerion lo Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Tewas in Congress assembled, That 
so far as relates to the town of Gonzales, no person shall be al- 
lowed or entitled to vote for or be eligible to fill any office in the 
council of said town, who shall not be at the time of the election 
the owner of real estate, or actually paying rent within the incor- 
porated limits of said town, and who shall not have resided there- 
im Six months previous to the election. Provided, That the Mayor 
and a majority of the Aldermen shall be bona fide owners of real 
estate within said limits, ` 

SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, That the Chief Justice of 
the county of Gonzales be and he is hereby required to order an 
election for Mayor and Aldermen of the town of Gonzales, to bs 
holden as soon after the promulgation of this Act as may be pos- 
sible. : 

Suction d Be it further enacted, That in no case shall the 
corporation or councils of the towns of Gonzales and Victoria sell, 
change, cut or in any way alter, any street or public square here- 
toxore laid off im said towns. 

Ssction 4. Be it further enacted, That if a vacancy should 
at any time occur in the office of Aldermen of the city of San 
Antonio, or of any town incorporated by the Act incorporating 
the said city of San Antonio, the board of Aldermen shall have 
power to fill said vacancy; and should the office of Mayor be- 
come vacant, the Chief Justice of the county shall be and he is 
hereby authorized to issue forthwith a writ for a new election, to 
be holdem on a day mentioned in said writ; and should the reg- 
ular annual elections in the aforesaid towns not be holdem upon 
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the day prescribed by law, it may be holden at any time, tive days 
notice thereof being given. 

Secrion 5, Be it further enacted, That the corporation of the 
city of San Antonio, the corporations of the towns of Gonzales 
and Victoria, be and they are hereby authorized to appoint and 
constitute such officers, with the regulation of their compense- 
sation, as may be meeessary; and the officers so appointed may 
be removed at the pleasure of the beard, and may be required to 
give bond with security to the Mayor, in such penalty as may 
bs deemed requisite, and shall perform such duties as may be en- 
joined upon them, and shall be liable for such fines for neglect of 
duty as may be imposed upon them. 

SECTION: 6. Be it further enacted, That the provisions of this 
Act shall extend to the towns of Goliad, Fort Preston, Sam Pa- 
tricio, Refugio and Nacogdoches. 

SECTION Yo Be st further enacted, That all laws and parts of 
laws contrary to the meaning and provisions of this Act be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, ` 
Sneaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Serale 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


APPROVED Jan. 26, 1839, 


AN ACT 

To incorporate the towns of La Grange and Ruterszille. - 

Srorion l. Be it enacted by the Senate’ and Howse of keep- 
cesenlatives of the Republic of Tesasdn Congress assembled, That 
the citizens of the town of La Grange, in Fayette county, be and 
they are hereby incorporated and formed into a body politic and 
corporate, under the name and style of the corporation of La 
Grange, and shall have the same privileges and be subject to the 
same regulations and restrictions as are conferred and imposed! 
upon the citizens of the city of Richmond, by an Act ineorpora- 
ting the same, passed and approved. November 18th, 1837. 

Szction 2. Be it further enacird, That the citizens of the 
town of Rutersville be organized im the same manner, and be 
governed by the same law, as mentioned in the first section of 
this Act: And further provided, That the Chief Justice for the 
county of Fayette be authorized and required to order an election 
to be held in each of said towns, under the superintendance of a 
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Justice of the Peace, for the purpose of electing a Mayor, consta- 
bie, and five Aldermen, foreach place; which first election shall 
be held on the first Monday in March next. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPRoveD Jam. 26, 1839, l 
-MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Fising the salary of the Tesian Minister at France. 

Be it enacted by the Senate anù House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be and he is hereby required to allow to J. P. Blen- 
derson an outfit of four thousand five hundred dollars, as Minis- 
ter to France. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senatec 
Approvep Jan. 26, 1839. 
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MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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. AN ACT 
For the relief of the heirs of William A. Hurd. 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
he Iepublic of Texas in Congress assembled, Thatthe Second 
Auditor be and he is hereby authorized and required to settle 
with the heirs of Captain William A. Hurd, or their legal repre- 
sentatives, ynder the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, upon 
principles of law and equity, in accordance with the existing laws 
at the date of said claims, doing equal justice to the claimant 
and the Government. 

JOHN W. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 
: President of the Senate. 


APPROVED Jan. 26, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


10 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Appropriatvg jiytecn thousand dollars for the Post Ofc 
Department. 
Whereas, by an Act of the present Congress, an appropriation of 
twenty-five thousand dollars has been made íor the Post Of 
fice department, and as the duties of the said department 
have been increased, many new routes established, and week- 
ly mails substituted for bi-weekly, and as these increased 
duties have been imposed upon said department since the 
- appropriation ef twenty-five thousand dollars was made, 
and aś no appropriation has been made to meet the im- 
creased expenditures mentioned: “Therefore, to enable the 
Aes Office department to execute the above mentioned 
uties, 


Be & enacted. by the Senate- and House of Represeniatizes of 
the Republic of Tewas in Congress assembled, That fifteen thou- 
sand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated to defray the 
increased expenditures of the Post Office department tor the year 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, and that the Seeretary of the 
‘Treasury be authorized and required to issue this amount for 
the purposes herein named. 


as 


Sonn M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET 


o 


President of the Senales 
ArrroYsD Jan. 26, 1839, i 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


~ 
a 


AN ACT 

Changing the time of holding the County Courts of Shelby County 

and Jasper Countye 

Smcrion lo Be ¥ enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas tw Congress assembled, “What 
from and after the first day óf March next, the County Court of — 
Shelby County shall be holden on the first Mondays of January, 
April, July, and October, any law to the contrary netwithstana- 
ing. ) 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, ‘That from and after the 
frst of March next, the county court of Jasper shall be hold- 
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0 ön the first Mondays of February, May, August and No- 
vember, im each year; any law to the contrary notwithstand- 


IDS, 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET; 


President of the Senates 
Approvan Jan. 26, 1839. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 


Dolitled an Aes to define the duties of Constables: 


Siemon 1. Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Reme» 
sentatives of the Republice of Tewas in Congress assembled, Thet 
if any constable shall fail to return an execution. within the time 
prescribed by lav, or shall neglect to pay money recovered upom 
an execution to the counsel for the plaintiff in execution, and if 
me counsel, then to the putty, there shall be rémdered against 
such constable a judgment for th@mount due on the exetution, 
with tem per cent. damages, antl also ten per cent. imterest per 
month, until the whole amount shall be paid: Provided, That 
the party moving for such judgment shall give to the constable 
at least three days notice before the motion is made; which judg- 
ment itis hereby made the duty of the magistrate by whom said 
‘execution was issued, of application of the party im execution, 
his agent or attorney, to render, and to issue execution as im oth- 
EF COSES = 

Secrion 2. Be æ further enacted, . That in all such cases, 
and in all cases wherein the constable is a party, all process shall 


be issued to and executed by the sheriff, coroner, or any other 
constable im the county : 


Scotiow 8. Be st further enacted, That the provisions of this 
Act shall be im full force and effect from and after the first day of 


March mext. 
JOHN Mo HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives, 
DAVID G, BURNET, 


President of the Senate 
APPROVED, Jam, 26, 1829. l 


MIRABEAU B, LAMAR. 


igiel 
AN ACT 


Allowing the attorney of the Hxecutors of Jamés Bowie to hada 
the same recorded in the County of Harrishure. 

- Be a enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That Beason 
P. Ravir aud Alexander B: Stewart, executors of James Bowie 
deceased, be authorized and empowered, by their attorney to pro- 
bate the will of said James Bowie in the county of Harrisburg, 
as though said Bowie had died in said county; and that letters: 
of executorship or administration may bg taker out im said coun- 
ty, the same to be certified avd transferred to San Antonio when 
the setfled stute of the country will permit the transaction of busi- 


hess tm thé usual way. 
JOHN M. HANSPORD, 
Speaker of the House of J presenlalioer. 


D 


DAVED G. BURNEY, 


: President of ike Senales 
ApProven Jan. 26, 1889. M : 
MIRABEAU B, LAMAR. 


AN ACT 


. Gititled on Act to facilitate the adjustment of donation 


claims. - 

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That frons 
after the passage of this Act, the chief clerk of the War depart- 
ment is fully empowered to' administer the necessary oath to ap- 


plicanfs for donation lands. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
DAVID G, BURNET, 


| President of the Senate. 
Avrroven, Jans 26; 1839, | T 
-MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Relating bo discharges. ° 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Reprcaciilatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passage of this Joint Resolution; it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of War, and he is hereby required, to reject all dis- 
charges of whatever description, upon application being made 
for their adjustment, provided there is no muster Toll tetumec! 
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and on file to enable him properly to dispose of the same, unless 
the company or field officer commanding at the time the soldier 
was discharged, shall have made oath to the correctness of such 
discharge, 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROVED, Jan. 26, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


JOINT RESOLUTION. . 
Making a permanent seat of Justice in Robertson County. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Kepublic of Texas in Congress assembled, That Franklin, in the 
county of Robertson, be, and the same is hereby declared to be, 
the permanent seat of justice for said county. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, ; 


President of the Senete. 
APPROVED Jan. 26, 1839. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of a certain person therein named. 

Be tt resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, ‘That the 
President be and heis hereby authorized and required to assume 
responsibility to the Government of Kentucky to the amount of 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty dollars, in Kentucky 
currency, and thereby release Doctor A. W. Hynes of Bardstown, 
Kentucky, from his bond to that government for the above named 
amount ; and should that Government have called, or shall here- 
after call, upon said Hynes for the payment of his bond, then and, 
im that case the President is authorized to pay to the said A, W. 
Elynes the sum of one thougand eight hundred and twenty dol- 
lars im Kentucky currency, or its equivalent. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker af the House of Representatives: 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the. Serale 


MIRABEAU B LAMAR, 


APPROVED Jam, 20, 1839, 


W3 : 


AN ACT 


Entitled an Ack to eaempt certain property therein named from exe 
` cubtorre ; or 
Section l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this Act, there shall be reserved to 
every citizen or head of a family inthis Republic, free and inde- 
pendent of the power of a writ of fire facias, or other execution 
issuing from any court of competent jurisdiction whatever, fifty 
acres df land or one town lot, including his or ker homestead, and 
improyements not exceeding five hundred dollars in value, all 
housekold.and kitchen furniture, (provided it does not exceed in 
value two hundred dollars,) all implements of husbandry, (pro- 
vided they shall not exceed fifty dollars in value,) all tools, appera- 
tus and books belonging to the trade or profession of any citizen, 
five milch céws; one yoke of work oxen or one horse, twenty 
hogs, and one year’s provisions; and that‘all laws and parts of 
laws contravening or opposing the provisions of this Act, be and 
the same are hereby repealed. Provided, The passage of this 
Act shall mot interfere with contracts between parties heretofore 
mmacle, í l x 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
, Speaker of the House of Represensatives 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
‘President of tke Senate. 


MIRABEAU B, LAMAR.- 


=D: 


.ÀpprovaD Jan, 26, 1839, 


JOINT RESOLUTION si 
Approving of the employment of friendly Indians inour ser- 
~ vice; und providing for their pay. ' a ee 

Be ät resolved by the Senate and House of Represenia- 
_ . Giwes-of the Republic of. Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the orders of thé Secretary of War, authorizing the employment 
of friendly Indians in our service, are hereby approved, and, that. 
such friendly Indians who are or may be in the actual service of 
the Republic of Texas; shall be put on the samé footing as te- 
. . gards pay: aud emoluments, as regular soldiers of the Republi ; 
and that the President is hereby authorized and empoyrered to - 
have them paid, in kia law, out of any monies in the 
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Treasury out of any money already appropriated for the defence 


_ ofthe country. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
(Speaker of the House of Representativess 
DAVID G, BURNET, 
President of the Senate 
Approven Jan. 26, 1839, 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


D 


AN ACT 


Entitled an Act to amend an Act relative to Probate Courts. 


Suction l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repe 
resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
all probate business heretofore pending before the primary courts, 
the original papers thereof, or the papers relative to each and ev- 
ery estate or succession, shall be forthwith tradsferred by the 
clerk of any court, or person in possession of said papers, to the 
clerks of the probate courts, where the deceased had his domicil 
at the time of his death, or if he had no fixed domicil, then to the 
clerk of the probate court where the deceased died, or where the 
majority of the property of the deceased is situated. 


Szcrion 2. Be dt further enacted, That at the time of render- 
ing such papers, the clerks shall make out all fees that may ke 
due on each succession, which fees shall be collected by the re- 
spective clerks when the successions are closed wp, or when set- 
tlements are made. 


Suction 3. Be it further enacted, ‘That any clerk refusing to 
deliver up such papers when required by the judge or judges of 
the respective counties, shall be fined in the sum of one thousand 
dollars, recoverable on the facts being sufficiently proven before 
the judge making the application ; notice being first given to the 
said clerk to appear at the next term of court, and shew chuse if 
any ho Bave, 

JONN OL LANSEORD, 
Soookep of D> lease of bere ih LET 
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oo AN ACT | 
Hntitled an Act fer the establishing of a post route from San 

Augustine to Post Caddo. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Efeuse of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Cingress assembled, That the 
Postmaster General be and he is hereby required to establish a 
weekly post route from San Augustine to Post Caddo, via Shel- 
byville and Shelton’s store, and a post office to be established at 
said Shelton’s store, Thomas Bristow’s ferry, Thomas Timmon’s, 

‘ and at Post Caddo, and that it be further extended from Post 
Caddo to Coffee’s station, Fannin county. 
‘JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President ef the Senate. 


a 


ApProvep Jan. 26, 1839, . 
MIRABBAU B. LAMAR. 
AN ACT i 

To legalize the acts of certain officers therein named. 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa: 
gives.of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
all the official acts of John Sharpe as notary public of the city 
of Velasco, Thomas Harvey as notary public of the town of Mat- 
agorda, and E. O. Legrand as chief justice and notaty ex-officio 
of the county of San Augustine, be and they are hereby declared 
as valid as they would have been if the appointments had been 
regularly confirmed. 

% | JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate» 
Aprrovsn, Jan. 26, 1839, l 
' MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


l , AN ACT 
“egalizing the acts of the Comptroller of the Stock: Fund. 
Seerion 1. Be tt cnacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentativcs of the Republic cf Teras in Congress assembled, 
*‘Faat all the acts cf 1. R., Lubbock, as Second tompirovler, and 
Comptrolce of ie Siok Vand fe ant diev are hereby declared 
© faland sand aid Ge Nor rec ithe TE asuty is rej 
w todat ER Jutten Gay tote tome het ntthar the 


r 
ela tala < b . e j 2 * P, i saeds 


VA 


Sp po? dy at hulk: enacted, That as mie at sha: 
pothe dite ot the | oinpttaie: to act as $ oinptrolier of ali the 
i patink nis o the Gor tank ot, where there i any necessity or 
a Comptroller, and an extra compensation ef five hundred dol- 
lars pet annum shall be allowed for the additional labor. 

Srerion 3. Be tt further cnacted, That so much of an Act 
entitled an Act to authorize the consolidation and funding of the 
public debt, as fixes the salary of the Comptroller of the ‘I'reasti- 
ty at fifteen hundred dollars per annum, be and the same is here- 
by repealed. 

: JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved Jan. 26, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR.. 
; AN AC l er l 
Entitled an Act making appropriations for the Naval Service for 
the year 1839. f i 
Whereas, by ati Act passed and apptořed oħ the 4th day of No- 
vember, 1837, the President was authorized and directed to 
have built; or to cause to be purehased, armed and equipped 
for the public service, six vessels of wat; to consist of one 
ship or brig of abotit five hundred tons burthen, to mount 
18 guns; two barques or brigs about three hundred totis 
burthen, to rnount 12 guns each, and three schooners of 
ahout one hundred and thirty tons burthen, mounting five 
or seven guns each ; and whereas a contract has been ma 
and concluded by the agent appointed by the President 'fi 
that purpose, and the purchase: of the aforesaid six vessels 
completed in pursuance of the law upon that subject, as. 
will appear by a reference to .the contract and correspon- 
dence on file in the department of the Navy; and whereas 
it has bécothe indispensably necessary, in order to prepate 
and keep in service the said vessels; as well for the protec-. 
tion of the coasts and harbors of Texas, as for the protection 
of the commerce thereof, that an appropriation be made of 
the sum required for that object ; l TO 
Wherefore be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentativesof the Republic of Teras. in Congress assembled, 
That the stim of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in the 
promissory notes of the Government, be and the ‘same is hereby 
appropriated for the naval service of the year 1839; and the Se¢- 
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President of the Serateo 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act to încorporate the Houston and Brazos 

Rail Koad Company. 

Section 1. Be a enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentativesuf the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That a company be incorporated under the name and style of 
the Houston and Brazos Rail Road Company, to be governed by 
the rules and regulations hereinafter mentioned; anc under this. 
title may transfer their rights by succession or asssignment, and 
shall be persons in law, capable of suing and being sued, plead- 
ing and being impleaded, answering and being answered unto, 
defending and being defended, in all courts and places whatso- 
ever, and that they and their successors may have a common 
seal, and may change and alter the same at pleasure; and also 
that they and their successors by the same name and style, shall 
be in law capable of holding, purchasing and conveying, any es- 
tate, real, personal, or mixed, for the use of said corporation, and 
doing and performing all ‘things which are necessary and com- 
mon for companies of a similar nature to do, not contrary to the 
provisions of this charter as hereinafter enacted, or to the Consti- 
tution of this Republic. 

SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, That the said company 
shall have the right to maake turnpikes and rail raads from the 
city of Houston to the Brazos river, at such points as said com- 
pany may agree upon. 

Section 3, The capital stock of said company shall be five 
hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into five thousand shares 
of one hundred dollars each. 

SECTION 4, The management of the affairs of said compa- 
ny shall be conducted by a board of seven directors, each of 
whom shall own at least fifty shares of the capital stock of said 
company; and four of said directors shall constitute a quorum, 
to do and perform all the business necessary to the successful 
operation of said improvements. A majority of said directors 


Approvan, Jon. 23, 1808, 
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shall appoint a President from one of their own number, and fill 
such vacancies as may from time to time take place, from death, 
resignation, or otherwise; and after the first election of directors, 
all subsequent elections of said directors shall take place in the 
city Houston, on the first Monday in May of each and every 
year; and in case of failure to so elect said directors, the corpo- 
ration shall not be dissolved for that cause, but the president and 
directors for the time being, shall continue in office until there 
shall be an election. Provided also, ‘I hat it shall be the duty of 
said directors to calla meeting of the stockholders at an early 
day, to elect the directory so omitted to be done at the regular 
period. 

Section 5. Each stockholder shall have one vote for each 
share that he may own, and may vote in person or by proxy. 

Section 6. On application for shares, the sum of five dol- 
lars for each share applied for, shall be deposited with the com- 
missioners created hereafter in this Act, and the balance shall be 
paid at such times and upon such terms as the president and di- 
rectors may designate: Provided, That not more than ten dol- 
larson each share shall be called for ata time: And also pro- 
vided, That public notice in a newspaper published at the seat of 
government, be given for sixty days. And in case that any of 
the stockholders neglect to pay arly of the instalments after being 
thus advised, at the expiration of said term the shares, as also 
the previous or subsequent instalments which may have been 
paid, shall be forfeited for the benefit of the company, and a new 
subscription may be opened, or said shares may be sold to cover 
any deficit occasioned by the non-payment of the instalment due 
on said shares. : ; 

Section 7. The president and directors of said company 
shall have authority to adopt all such rules, regulations and by- 
laws as they may consider necessary to carry out the objects con- 
templated by this act of incorporation. 

Section 8. Books for the subscription of the capital stock 
of said company shall be opened as follows: At the city of 
Houston under the superintendance of Augustus C. AJlen and 
Thomas M. League; at the city of Galveston under the superin- 
tendance of Michael B. Menard and Harvey H. Allen; at the 
city of Richmond under the superintendance of Lusk 
and James B. Miller, and shall remain open until the whole 
number of shares shall be subscribed for. 

Section 9. It shall be the duty of the commissioners at 
Galveston and Richmond to make returns of all subscriptions 
taken by them, to the commissioners at Houston, whenever they 
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may be required to do so by the said commissioners at Houston ; 
and whenever one thousand shares shall have been subscribed 
for, it shall be the duty of the commissioners at Houston to give 
thirty days notice ın one or more newspapers published in the 
city of Hlouston, requiring the stockholders to meet in the city of 
Houston to choose by a majority of the votes of the subscribers, 
by ballot, to be delivered in person or by proxy duly authorized, 
seven directors, a treasurer, and such other officers as they may 
think necessary to conduct the business of said company, for one 
year, or until a new election shal] be had agreeably to this 
ACh. à 

Section 10. When the company shall be duly organized in 
conformity with this Act, the president and directors shall have 
full power to borrow money upon the faith of this charter, to ac- 
complish the object of the present Act, and maf hypothecate the 
stock or other property real, personal or mixed, and issue certifi- 
cates for the payment of the same, and also to do and perform as 
directors of said company, every thing necessary and proper to 
carry it into complete operation. 

Section 11. ‘Che said company shall have the right to en- 
ter or to take possession of any land which may be necessary for 
the purpose of said road: Pravided, The same shall not exceed 
one hundred yards in width, by paying the owner or owners of 
the land whatever price may be agreed upon, and should the said 
owner or owners of the land not be able to agree as to the price, 
or should the owner or owners be unable to contract, or be absent 
or unknown, the company may petition the chief justice of the 
county court of the.county in which said land is situated, giving 
a description of the lands which they require, with the names of 
the proprietors, if they cam be ascertained, and the said judge 
shall then summon the jury of six ffecholders, not inferested in 
. the company, who on oath shall make a report of the value of 
the land so required, and upon the payment thereof by the com- 
pany, either to the owner or to the treasurer of the county a good 
and bona fide title shall be granted by the judge, acopy of which 
shall be recorded in the office of the clerk of the county court of 
the county in which the land is situated. 

. SECTION 12. Said company shall have the right to occupy 
gratis any portion of the public domain through which said road 
may pass: Provided, ‘The same shall not be more than one hun- 
dred yards wide. è 

SECTION 13. If any person or persons whatsoever shall will- 
fully by any means whatsoever injure, molest, or destroy any part 
of the turnpikes or rail roads constructed by said company under 


120 


this Act, or any of their works, buildings, fixtures or machines, 
or other property, such person or persons so offending shall each’ 
of them be liable for all damages occasioned thereby, and at any 
time within twelve months after such offence shall have been 
committed; and upon conviction’ be fined not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, 
of both, at the discretion of the court. ; l 
- Sxcrion 14. The said company may establish on their dif- 
ferent routes, and make use of all kinds of boats, vehicles, wa-- 
_ gons or carriages of any nature whatever, for the purpose of trans- 
portation; that so soon as the work is conipleted ten miles, the 
said company may charge toll on thé same, and no sooner. 
SECTION 15. The said company may construct bridges and 
make such improvements in the different rivers, bayous or creeks, 
as may be deemed expedient: Provided, They, do not-obstruct 
the navigation of the same. TE E 
Section 16. The said roads shall be commenced within 
eighteen months, and finished within seven.years; otherwise this 
charter shall be forfeited, and forever after be null and void. 
SECTION 17. This Act shall not, be so construed as to-per- 
mit banking privileges in any form whatever, and. should. the 
same be exercised in ny form or manner; this charter. shall be 


forfeited.. l r 
ugi . JOHN M. HANSFORD, a 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, ` i 
President of the Senate. 


Approvep Jan: 26, 1839, - > 
ee . MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, . 


. ; AN ACT E E ee 
Entitled an Act appropriating certain lands for the establishment of ` 
"+ ageneral systemof Education.. eA gs, 

. Section l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
-resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That each county of this Republic shall have three leagues of ° 
land surveyed and set. apart for the purpose of-establishing a pri- - 
mary school or academy in said county, which said land shall 
be located and surveyed by the county surveyor-or his deputy in 
each county, and be paid the fees now allowed under the land 
law out of the county treasury: Provided, There is that quan- 
tity of good vacant land in the counties: And further provided, 
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That said land may be surveyed in any sized tracts: Provided, 
That said land shall not be surveyed in tracts less than one hun- 
dred aud sixty acres. 

Section 2 De t further enacted, That where there is 
not a sufficient quantity of good land that is vacant in any coun- 
ty, the county court of such. county or counties shall be and they 
are hereby empowered and required to-have surveyed upon any 
of the vacant lands of this Republic, said quantity of land, and 
pay the expenses of the land out of the county treasury. 

Section 3. De it further enacted, That when said lands 
are surveyed in accordance with this Act, the surveyor shall re- 
turn a correct description of the same, with the field motes of the 
survey, to the clerk of the county court, who shall record the 
same, and forward a transcript of the same to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office after it is recorded, with his certifi- 
cate and the seal of office thereto attached; and when the lands 
so surveyed are not situated in the county for which it is survey- 
ed, the description and field notes shall be xecorded im the coun- 

‘ty where it is Surveyed, as well as in the county for which it is 
surveyed, and forwarded to the land office as above described. 

Section 4, Get further enacted, That the President of 
the Republic he and he is hereby authorized and required to ap- 
point a surveyor and have surveyed on and from any of the va- 
cant lands of this Republic, fifty leagues of land, which is to be 

set apart and is hereby appropriated Yor the establishment and en- 
- dowment of two Colleges or Universities, hereafter to be created; 
and that the President is hereby authorized to draw upon the 
‘Treasury of this Repubiic for such sum or sums of money as 
may be necessary for-defraying the expenses to’ be incurred by 
locating and surveying. said lands. 
SECTION 5. Be wz further enacted, ‘That said surveyor so 
aypointed, shall make out a complete description of the land so 
surveyed, and a neat and correct map of the same, and deposit ` 
them together with the field notes in the General Land Office of 
this Republic ; and ‘shall also take and subscribe to this oath or 
affirmation : i A B, do solemnly swear (or afiirm,) that I have 
well and truly discharged my duties to the best of my knowledge, 
skill and ability, and that the field notes and description of said 
land ave as correct as- 1 could make them, so help me God.— 
Which said oath is to be taken before a chief justice of the coun- 
ty court, and clepositéd in the Land Office; and the surveyors of 
the diferent counties, to survey the lands contemplated by this 
Act, shall take and subscribe the same-oath, which shell be re- 
corded in the clerks office of the county court. 
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Section 6. Be it further enacted, That none of the lands ap- 
propriated and set apart by this Act for the purpose of education, 
shall be disposed of sn any manner except by lease, until the ex- 
piration of three years, and none of said lands shall be disposed: 
of by lease for a longer term than three years. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate: 

Approvep, Jan. 26, 1839, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. | 


z AN ACT 
Entitled an Act regulating the License and Practice of Aliornies. 

Sscrion l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
seniatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress- assembled, That 
no person shall hereafter be admitted an attorney or counsellor 
at law in any court within this Republic, unless he be a citizen 
of the same, or has dul} made his declaration of intention to be- 
come so, and is approved by such court for his good character. 
and learning; and the name of every person admitted shall by 
the clerk be enrolled in a book~to be kept by him for that pur- 
pose, and every person so admitted shall take and subscribe the 
following oath in open court, to be administered by the presiding 
judge of said court, to wit: -J, A B, do solemnly swear (or af- 
firm, as the case may be) that I will demean myself as an attor- 
ney and counsellor of the courts of this Republic, according to 
the best of my knowledge, and with all-good, fidelity to the court, 
and that I will do justice to my clients according to my best skill 
and ability, and that I will support the constitution and laws of 
the Republic so long as 1 continue a citizen thereof, so help me 
God. 


Section 2. Be it further enacted, That any person wishing 

-to obtain license to ptactice law, shall make application to the 
` judge of a district court, or to the chief justice of the supreme 
court, and on giving satisfactory and undoubted testimonials of 
good reputation for moral character and honest and honorable 
deportment, and that he is twenty-one years of age, if in vacation 
the said judge shall proceed to the examination of said applicant, 
and on being satisfied of his legal attainments, -the judge shall 
give to such applicant a certificate or license, which shall expire 
at the next term of the court, at which time the said judge shall 
appoint three distinguished lawyers, who shall on a day set by 
the court, proceed in open court to examine the said applicant, 
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and on their satisfaction of his legal qualifications, any two of 
them shall on the morning of the next day return to the clerk a 
certificate of the same; and thereupon the said judge shall order 
the clerk to give to said applicant a license under his hand and 
the seal of the court, to practice as an attorney and counsellor at 
law in all the courts of law and equity in this Republic. ; 

SECTION 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That if any person 
who has not already received license in accordance with laws 
heretofore existing on said subject, signed by said judge, legally 
authorized to do so, shall presume to practice’as an attorney and 
counsellor at law im any court of record in this Republic, without 
a license first obtained as aforesaid, or without qualifying himself 
in the manner before directed, he shall for every such offence for- 
feit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars for every cause he 
shall defend or prosecute, one moiety to the use of the informer, 
and the other moiety to the county in which said case shall oc- 
cur, to be recovered by action of debt in any court having juris- 
diction of the same. Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be so construed as to prevent or deprive any citizen from 
the privilege of personally prosecuting or defending any suit in 
which he may be a party. 

Sscrion 5. And be vt further enacted, That any person who 
hath already or shall hereafter be convicted of any felony,. shall 
be incapable of obtaining such license; or if licensed, the judge 
of any court in which such person may practice, on proof being 
made to him, may, and it shall be his duty, to supersede his li- 
cense. 

Suction 4. And be it further enacted, That if any attorney 
or counsellor at law shall be found in default, or otherwise guilty 
of any mal-practice or misdemeanour, he may be suspended or 
stricken from thé roll at the discretion of the court; and if taken 
from the roll, unless reinstated by application to the supreme 
court, shall never afterwards be permitted to practice in any of 
the courts of this Republic. 

Suction 6. And be it further enacted, That any court of re- 
cord in this Republic shall have power to fine any attorney or 


counsellor at law for misbehaviour or contempt offered to such 


court, asim other cases of contempt, and may also require any 
attorney or counsellor practising in said court to give security tor 
his good behaviour. 


Ssction 7. And be it further enacted, That every attorney 


and counsellor receiving money for his client, and refusing ton 


pay over the same when demanded, shall be proceeded against in 
a summary way, on notice before the district court of the county 
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in which said attorney or counsellor most usually resides, In the 
same manner that sheriffs are liable to be proceeded agalnst for 
money received, and damages not less than ten, nor mor than 
fifty per cent. per annum, from the time of receiving such™ oney 
. until it shall be paid, may. be demanded on the principal sum re- 
ceived; and the attorney or counsellor so proceeded against, if 
convicted, shall be stricken from the roll. 

Section 8. And be it further enacted, That no chief justice, 
of the supreme, judges of the district, justices of the county courts 
or justices of the peace, sheriff or under sheriff, coroner, constable 
ot clerks of courts, except clerks of the supreme court, who may 
practice in any other courts in the Republic except: the supreme 
court, shall appear or plead as attorney for any person or persons 
whomsoever, in any court of record within this Republic, under 
the penalty of being fined for each and every such offence, by 
such court, the sum of five hundred dollars, to the use ‘of the 
county. 

Section 9. And'be it further enacted, That no attorney or 
counsellor shail in any case be allowed any compensation as, 
witness, in any case in which he shall be either attorney or 
counsel. : l 

Secrion 10. Be it further enacted, 'Yhat every attorney and . 
counsellor at law practising in any court in the Republic shall be 
allowed at all reasonable times to inspect the papers and records 
relating to any suit which he or they may have, without being 
constrained to take copies thereof; but no attorney or counsellor: 
shall be permitted to take any papers out of the clerks office with 
out the permission of such clerk. i 

Section 11. Be ti further enacted, That all the rules and reg- 
ulations established by the supreme and district courts for their 
own government and for the control of attorneys in their practice, 
not contrary to law, shall have the force and effect of law! Pro- 
vided always, That the rules and regulations adopted by the 
supreme court shall be printed in pamphlet form, and twenty-five 
copies of the same be directed to the clerk of the district court in 
‘each county in the Republic, to be by him distributed to the at- 
‘ torneys and counsellors at law in his county ; and that the rules 
and regulations of the district court shall be printed and distrib- 
uted in each county in the district 'in which they are adopted, in 
the same manner as herein provided in case of the supreme 
court, ma? 

2 Section 12. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws contrary tò the provisions of this Act shall be and the 
the same are hereby repealed, and the provisions of this Act shall 
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go into operation, and be of full force and effect, from and after 
its passage: 
j 


i 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senales 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


De 


AN ACT 
To authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
employ two additional clerks. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House af Representatives 
af the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, ‘What the 
vommissioner of the Gemeral..Land Office be and he is hereby 
authorized and empowered to employ two additional clerks inthe 
Land Office, at a salary not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars 
each per annum, and that the sum of three thousand dollars is 
hereby appropriated for that purpose. 


Avproven Jan.: 26, 1839, 


JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the Fouse of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


| l President of the Senate. 
Aprrovan; Jan. 28, 1889 © , 4 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR: 


_ AN ACT oe 

Supplementary to an Act entitled.an Act to raise a revenue by direct 

taxation 

Suction lo Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
on the first Monday of October of each and every year, there 
shall -be appointed by the county cotirts of the several counties 
of this Republic, in the same mannet that assessors arë now ap- 
pointed under the above tited Act, returhing officers, whose 
duty it shall be tö make out and register-in duplicate, complete 
and correct iriventories of all the property situate or found with- 
In their proper Courities, shewing itt distinct and appropriate cole 
umus the acres of land, the number of negroes arid stock of all 
kind; and the amount or quantity of miscellaneous articles, iin 
cluding all classes of property subject to taxation, not herein enu- 
merated, belonging to each and every individual in the county, 
and return the same to the chief justice of the respective counties 
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òn or before the first day of December next following theif ap: 
pointments. l l 

Secrion 2. Be it further enacted, That all heads of families 
arid all other individuals recognized by the laws of this Republic 
as free, and all agents or representatives of others, shall make out 
or procure to be made out, an inventory of all taxable property 
to them belonging or by them held, distinguishing between that 
which they hold as the agents or representatives ot others, which 
inventory shall be subscribed and sworn to before the returnitig 
officer, Who is hereby authorized to administer the following oath: 
I, AB, do solemnly swear that the inventory here presented, dnd 
to which I have subscribed, is a just, true, and faithful inventory 
of all the taxable property belonging to me, or in my possession, 
Within the bounds of this Republic, and I do also swear that the 
amount herein returned as belonging to me is true-And correet, 
and the amount returned as held by me as the agent or represen- 
tative of others is all that I hold in that capacity,‘so help me God. 
And on all lands returned as held in the capatity of agent or 
representative, there shail be levid a double tax. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, That on the first of Des 
cember of each year, the chief justice of the county, in conjunc 
tion with two other individuals to be named by himself, and duly 
sworn for the faithful discharge of the duties devolving upon 
them, shall proceed to examine and value the registers returned 
by the returning officer, and assess thereupon the tax or taxes to 
be levied under the law of the Republic, one of which registers 
of each inventory shall be delivered to the sheriff of the county, 
and the other to the returning officer, who.shall immediately trans- 
mit it to the Treasury of the Republic. 

Secrion 4. Be it further enacted, That on the failure of any 
person or persons to pay punctually the taxes due the Govern- 
ment, the sheriff shall forthwith take out an execution (to be is- 
sued by any justice of the peace, if the amount of tax due be 
within his jurisdiction ; and if it be not, by the clerks of the dis- 
trict courts,) against the property of the delinquent or delin- 
gquents, and shall sell for cash to the highest bidder at public aut- 
tion, after giving public notice for thirty days, so much of such 


goods or property as will pay the amount of the taxes due, and. 


all costs, and any real estate which shall be sold under a tax ex- 
ecution, may be redeemed by the original owner at any time 
within two years from the day of sale, by paying to the pur- 
chaser double the sum for which it was sold under such execu: 
tion, ` ~ 

Section 5, Be it further enacted, That if any person -shall 
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fail or refuse to make out and deliver the inventory herein by 
law requiuted, whem called upon by the returning officer, or if 
there be any goods or property of any description subject to tax, 
which have not been returned in the register of the returning 
officer, in both cases the sheriff shall value all such property thus 
omitted to be returned, and shall assess and collect the taxes 
thereupon. Provided, "Phat the taxes in such cases assessed by 
the sheriff shall always be double the amount assessed upon 
property of the same description which was duly inventoried ang 
returned. 

SECTION. 6. Be tt further enacted, ‘That from and afier the 
passage of this Act, all land certificates-shall be taxed as follows ; 
Bach certificate for one league and labor of land, five dollars; 
each certificate for less than one league and one labor, and more 
than one third of a league, four dollars; each certificate for not 
less than twelve hundred and eighty acres, and not more than 
one third of a league, three dollars; each certificate for six hun- 
dred and forty acres, and less than twelve hundred and eighty, 
two dollars each; any, [and] every certificate for less than six 
hundred and forty acres, one dollar. And any person or persons 
holding such certificates shall furnish a list of the same to the 
returning officer, in the same manner ahd under the same rules 
as are herein defined and prescribed for making out and return: 
ing inventories of other species of property ; and all lists of in- 
ventories of land certificates shall set forth the dates of the certifi- 
cates, by what board of land commissioners the same were is- 
sued, the names of the persons to whom they were granted, and 
to whom they belong at the time they afe returned in the inven- 


~ tOFY. 

Section 7 Be it further enacted, That it shall be and is 
hereby made the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause 
to be made out a correet copy of so much of the registers of the 
returning officers as relates to the return of land certificates, and 
transmit the same to the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice, to be recorded im his office. 

Suction 8. Be ct further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws contrary to the meaning and provisions of this Act be, , 
and the same are hereby repéaled. 
: JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
z AVID G. BURNET, - 


President of the Senate 
Approve Jan, 26, 1839, 
. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
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AN ACT 
To establish and incorporate the College of Decalb, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That there shall be 
and is hereby established a college at the village of Decalb, in the 
county of Red River, to be under the superintendance of James 
Browning, David ——-——=, James N. Smith, Richard Graham, 
William — —, John H. Dyer, Jackson Titus, Hiram A. Al- 
len, Richard Ellis, Isaac Jones, George Wright, John Fowler, 
Holland Coffee, and their successors, who are hereby constituted 
a body police and corporate, in deed and in law, by the name and 
style of the trustees of the college of Decalb; and by that name 
they and their successors shall and may have perpetual succes- 
sion, atid be able and capable in law to have, receive and en- 
joy, to them and their successors, lands, tenements and heredita- 
ments, of any kind or value, in fee, or for life, or years, and per- 
Sonal property of any kind whatsoever, and algo all sums of mo- 
ney of any amount whatsoever, which may be granted or be- 
queathed to them for the purpose of promoting the iriterest of the 
said college. 

Section 2. Be tt further enacted, ‘That the trustees of the 
Gollegé of Decalb shall and may have a common seal. for the busi- 
ness of themselves, their successors, with liberty to change or al- 
ter the same from time to time, as they shall think proper,’ and 
that by their aforesaid name they and their successors shall and 
may be able to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer 
cad be answered, defend and be defended, in all courts of law and 
‘equity withing this Republic, and to grant, bargain, sell or assign- 
any bonds, tenements, goods or chattels, in such manner as may 
hereafter be specified, and to act and do all things whatsoever for 
_the benefit of the said institution, in as ample manner as any per- 
gon, or body politic or corporate, can or may do by law: 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, That no misnomer of the 
college of Decalb, shall defeat.or annul any gift, grant, devise, or 
bequest to the same: Provided, The true intérest of the parties 
shall sufficiently appear upon the face of the gifts, grants, or will 
or other writing whereby any estate-or interest was intended to 
pass to thè said college ; nor shall an misuser or nonuser of the 
rights, liberties, privileges, jurisdiction and authorities, hereby 
granted to the said. college, create or cause a forfeiture of the char- 
ter thereof. l i A i 
_ Sxcrion 4. Be it further enacted, That the first meeting of 
the board of trtistees shall be at the said college on the first Thurs- 
day in March, 1839, when they shall proceed to elect out of their. 
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òWh body a president, secretary, and treasurer: the president 
shall have power to vall extraordinary meetings of the trustees, 
by giving the members due notice thereof. ‘I'he ordinary meet- 
ings of the board shall be on their own adjournments; seven 
men shall constitute a board to do bustness. In case of death, 
removal [rom the country, resignation, refusal or neglecting to 
act, of any of the trustees, the board may at any lime appoint a 
SUCCESSOF. 


Section 5. Be té further enacted, ‘That the trustees of the col- 
lege of Decalb, and their successors, shall have power to engage 
a President and other professors, and all other officers necessary 
for the conducting the literary concerus of the college, and to dis- 
place, and appoint others at pleasure; they shail have power and 
authority, and it shall be their imperative duty, to examine the 
proficiency of the students, and to make all laws and regulations 
(not contrary to the constitution of the Republic,) which they 
Shall deem necessary for the good government of said college, 
and for promoting learning, morality and virtue, among the stu- 
dents; they shall take effectual care that students of all religions 
denominations may and shall be admitted to equal advantages, 
and that they receive alike fair and generous treatment during 
their residence thereat. 


- Secrion 6. Be tt further enacted, ‘That the lands, public 
buildings, and other propetty belonging to the college of Decalb, 
are hereby declared to be free from any kind of pubiic tax. 
Section To Be it further enacted, That the trustees of the 
college of Decalb shall have corporate jurisdiction within a half 
mile in any direction from said college, to suppress and abate nuie 
sances; they shall have power to levy and exact fines upon all 
retailers of spirituous liquors; they shall fine any and every per- 
son or persons for each and every such person so offending with- 
in said jurisdiction, in a sum of money. not less than twenty-five 
dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars; and said fine when 
imposed by the said trustees, shall be directed to any sheriff, con- 
stable or coroner of the county of Red River, the said sheriff, con- 
stable or coroner, as the case may be, shall proceed forthwith to 
act as if upon an execulion, to attach and sell the property of 
said offender to the highest bidder, suficient to satisfy said fine, 
due notice being given, and the proceeds thereof, after deducting 
the usual fees for said officer, shall be paid over to the trustees, 
for the use and benefit of the college. ` 
SECTION 8. Be it further enacted, That every trustee elected 
er appointed by the provisions of this Act, shall before entering 
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on tle duties assigned him as trustee, take and subscribe the fol- 
lowing oath, before some Judge or justice of the peace, to wit: 
I do solemnly swear (or atlirm,) that I will faithfully discharge 
- the duties assigned me as trustee, to the best of skill and abilities, 
without partiality or affection, so help me God. 


Secrion 9. Be it further enacted, That the trustees of De- 
calb college shall have the power to appoint twelve honorary 
members to be added to their board, and said members so ap- 
pointed may take their seats at any meeting of the.board, have 
all the power and privileges that other members have: Provid- 
ed, That a quorum of the board ef trustees constituted by this 
Act shall be present. 


Section 10. Be it further enacted, That [there] shall be 
granted to the trustees and their successors in office, four leagues 
of land, to be located on any vacant and unappropriated lands in 
the Republic, in tracts not less than oxe league square, and that 
the board of land commissioners for the county of Red River are 
hereby atitltorized and required to isstie cerfificates in tracts not 
less than one league square, in the name of the trustees of Decalb 
college and their successors, without charging any fees for the 
same; arid tlie said trustees gnd their successors are empowered 
to employ any legally authorized strveyor to locate and survey 
the same, and make returns of his field nofes, which shall be re- 
ceived and examined by the county surveyor inthe same man- 
ner as prescribed by law, without charging any fees for the same, 
and the commissioner general of the Jand office is hereby requir- 
ed tò issue patents for the same to the trustees. of Decalb col- 
lege and their successors. 


Secrion 11. Be it further-enacted,: That the said leagues 
of land are Hereby given, granted and confirmed to the said trus- 
tees and their successors in fee simple, who shall have full power 
to alienate, sell, lease, rent, or otherwise dispose of the same, and 
the proceeds shall be for the erectiow of suifable buildings for the 
institution, purchasing of a library, philosophical apparatus, 
chemical laboratory. and for the promotion of the arts, literature, 
and science, in said institution, and for no other purpose what- 
ever; and the respective sums due and payable the Government 
on which league, are hereby remitted and donated to the said in- 
stitution. a 


_ Sszcrion 12. Beit further enacted, That the San Augustine 
university shall have the benefits conferred by the 10th and 11th 
sections of the above Act, and the officers of the land office ot 
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‘San Augnstine are required to perform the same duties free of 
charges. 
JOHN M. HANSF ORD, 
Speaker of the House of Rrpresentalives. 
DAVID G BURNET, 
President of the Senate 


MIRABEAU B LAMAR, 


AN as 


AN ACT 
„HEntided an Aei to appoint Commissioners to tuke charge of 
the wroperty of these ngaged w the late rebellion in the 
county of Nacogdoches, and for ether purposes. 

Section 1, Ge tt enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That it shall be the duty of the district attorney of the fifth judi- 
tial disttict to prosecute to conviction all those persons who have 
joined in the late rebellion, who may be now in custody, or who 
have absconded to avoid a trial. 

Section 2 Beit farther enacted, That Dr. James H. Starr, 
Peter Tipps, and Boly C. Waters, be and they are hereby appoint- 
ed commissioners tó take charge of all property, both personal 
and real, belonging to Mexicans and their associates. who joined 
in the late rebellion in Nacogdoches county, and who ars now 
in prison, or who may have absconded, and that they shall have 
the power to lease or rent, or to appoint administrators to take 
charge of the same, on such terms’ and conditions as in their 
opinion may be necessary to carry out the objects and intentions 
of this Act. 

Section 3. Be i further enacted, That they shall make a 
crue and faithful inventory of all the property thus taken in pos- 
session, which shall be posted up in some public place in the 
county of Nacogdoches, and also published in the Red Lander 
and one furnished to the Secretary of the Treasury; and it shall 
be their duty to rettirm.this property to the legal owners in case 
it should not be confiscated ; but should any of said property be 
confiscated or forfeited to Government by due course of law, it 
shall be the diity of the commissioners to sell said property on 
such terms as are hereinafter provided. Provided, That noth- 
ing im this [Act] shall be so construed as to affect the right of the . 
wile. 

Secrion 4. Be it further enacted, That all persons having 
property belonging to any person or persons who joined in the 


Approven, Jan 26, 1839, 
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rebellion, are hereby required immediately to deliver up said 
property to the foregoing commissioners; and on their faliure to 
do so, they may and shall be sued by said commissioners before 
the district court for sneh property or its value; and it shall also 
be the duty of said commissioners to report the names of said de- 
Jinquents to the district attorney of the fifth judicial district, and 
they small be indicted for such delinqueney; and on conviction 
thereof shall be deemed guilty of & misdemeanor, and shiil be 
fined in a sum of tot less than five hundred, nor more thai five 
thousand, dollars, at the discretion of the court. 

Srecrion 5. Be it further enacted; That such property, sub- 
ject to sale as above provided, shail be advertised at least thirty 
days before the sale in five of the most public places ih the coun 
ty, and also in the Red Lander, and that the property shall be 
sold cn the following terms, to wit: All amouats under the 
sum of one hundred dollars, cash; all sams of one hundied, and 
not exceeding one thousand, dollars, on a eredit of six and twelve 
months; and all sùms over one thousand dollars, on a credit of 
one and two years; the purchasers giving their notes, with two ` 
good securities, together with a mortgage on the real property 
sold, whieh said notes shall be made payable to said commis- 
sioners or their suceessors ; and said commissioners or their suc- 
cessors shall have power to sue and recover judgment on said 
notes, should the notes not be pùnetually paid at their maturity; 
Provided, Said land shall not be sold in tracts larger than six 
hundred and forty acres. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted; That said commissioners 
shall have the power to take all measures neeessary to carry into 
effect the objeets of this Act, and to preserve for the benefit of the 
Government all the property that may have been or may be con- 
fiscated or forfeited according to the constitution and laws, in 
said county of Nacogdoches, and to fill any vacancies that may 
be occasioned by the death or yesignation of any of thcir num- | 
ber. ` 

Section 7. Be it further enacied, 'Fhat all surveys or loca- 
fions made on lands occupied by persons engaged in the late re- 
pellion, and previous to the same, whether such lands were cov- 
ered by eomplete titles, or concessions which have not been con- 
firmed in accordance with the laws existing under the former 
government, and whether sreh surveys were made prévicus to 
said instirrection, or concessions that have not been confirmed, 
or since the same or lands that may be confiscated, are hereby 
declared invalid-ab initio, and that the confiscated property con- 
templated in tuis Act shall not be considered as vacant land, or 


133 


subject to location, but shall be disposed of as is herein before 
provided. s 

Suction &. Be it further enacted, That any person who shall 
here knowingly survey or cause to be surveyed any property 
that has been confiscated, or on concessions of land that may 
have been made to those who may have been engaged in the late 
reb-liion, shall on conviction thereof be deemed guilty of a mis- 
_ demeanor, and shall be fined in a sum not less than five hun- 
dred, nor more than five thousand, dollars, at the discretion of 
the Court. 

Seerion 9, Be it further enacted, That said commissioners 
shal! have the power to appoint a clerk, who shall keep in a well 
bound book all the proceedings of said commissioners, which 
said book shall be open for inspection by any person at any time, ` 
record their inventories of property taken in charge, and that said 
commissioners shall meet as often as occasion may require, and 
they shall receive each, as well as the clerk, eight dollars per 
day as a compensation for each day they shall serve, (but shall 
not remain im session more than two days in each week,) which 
compensation shall be paid out of the proceeds of the sales of 
of property above provided for, on the certificate of the clerk, 
which certificate shall be a sufficient voucher for the money ad- 
vanced on said certificates. 

Szerron 10. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the commissioners to appoint a treasurer out of their number, 
who shall take charge of all moneys arising from said sales, and 
shall pay on the certificate of the clerk such sums as may be 
necessary to carry into effect the objects of this Act. 

Section Ll. Be it further enacted, That said commissioners 
shail take an oath before some officer authorised to administer the 
same, that they will faithfully discharge their duties, and shall 
give bonds in the sum of one hundred thousand dollars each, 
conditioned for the correct fulfilment of their trust, which said 
bonds shall be approved by the chiet justice of the county, filed 
in the office of the clerk of the county court, and made payable 
to the President and his successors in office. 

Sauron 12. Be tt further en rd, That the proceeds of said 
sales shall be transmitted at least every six months to the Secre- 
gary of the Treasury. 

Seomion 13. B-7t further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the commissioner of the General Land Office to have trans- 
lated and forwarded to the commissioners herein created, copies 
of all titles or concessions of land on file in his office, granted to 
Mexicans, and lying within the county of Nacogdoches, in order 
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that said commissioners may ascertain what lands may be con- 
fiscated or forfeited according to law. 
SECTION l4. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws contrary to this Act be and they are hereby repealed. 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


President of the Senate. 
APPROVED Jan. 26, 1839, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act defining dowers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of. Texas in Congress assembled, That the 
widow may in all cases waive the provision made tor her in the 
will of her deceased husband, and claim her dower, which shal 
be assigned her accordingly ; in which case she shall recei ve no 
part of such provision, unless it appears plainly , by the wil] that 
the testator intended it in addition to her dower. 

Sscrion 2. Be it further enacted, That when the esta te of 
any testator or intestate shall be represented to be insolvent, ,and 
shall not be sufficient both personal and real to pay the just d bts, 
the widow of such testator or intestate shall nevertheless ‘have a 
maintenance for life to be determined by the probate court. 

Srecrion 3 Be it further enacted, That when any person 
shall dic intestate, or shall make his last will and testament, and 
not therein make any express provision for his wife by giving 
and devising unto her such part or parcel of his real and personal 
estate as shall be satisfactory to her, such widow may signify her 
dissent thereto in the probate court in the county wherein the 
succession is opened, at any time within six months after the 
probate of such will; and then and in that case she shall be.en- 
titled to dower in the following manner, to wit: one third part of 
all the lands, tenements and hereditaments, of which her hus- 
band died seized and possessed, which third part she shall he en- 
titled to for life,-in which said third part shall be comprehended 
the dwelling house in which her husband shall have been ac- 
customed most generally to dwell next before his death, together 
with the offices, out houses, building, house and kitchen furniture 
and other improvements thereunto belonging or appertaining. 
Provided, That if it shou'd appear to the court to whom appli- 
cation is ma le that the whole of said dwelling house, out houses, 
buildings and other improvements, thereunto appertaining, can- 
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mot be applied to the use of the widow without manifest injustice 
to the children and other heirs, then and in that case such widow 
shall be entitled to such part thereof only as the court may deem 
reasonable and just. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, Thet when a husband dies 
imtestate, or Shall make his last will and testament and not make 
provision therein fer his wife as expressed in the first section of 
this Act, she shall be entitled to share in the personal estate in 
the following manner, to wit: if there be but one child,, she shall 
be entitled out of the residence left after paying the debts of the 
deceased, to one half; if there be more than one child, but not 
more than four, in that case she shall be entitled to a child’s part; 
but if there be more than four children, then and in that case she 
shall be entitled to one fifth. ` 

Secrion 5. Be it further enacted, That when a husband dies 
intestate, or shall make his last will and testament and not make 
provision therein for his wife as expressed in the first sectioú of 
this Aci, and shall die without legitimate heirs of his body, or 
their descendants, she shall be entitled for life to one halt of all 
her husband's estate, both real and personal. 

Secrion. ©. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
after the passage of this Act, for any widow claiming dower, to 
file her petition-in the probate court in the county in which the 
succession is commenced, setting forth the nature of her claim, 
and particularly specifying the lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments of which she claims dower, and praying that her dower 
may be allowed to her; whereupon the said court shall appoint 
three discreet freeholders as commissioners, connected with the 
> parties neither by consanguinity nor affinity, and entirely disin- 
terested, who upon oath, which oath the sherif is hereby author- 
ized to administer, and in connection with said sheriff, shall allot 
and set off by metes and bounds, to the said widow one third part, 
according to quality and quantity, of all the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments in snid county, and shall put her in possession of 
the same. And when she has claim to dower to land being in 
different counties, she may proceed in the same court as above 
directed, and setting forth the county in which the lands are sit- 
uated; and it shall be the duty of the clerk, under the order of 
the court, to transmit to the probate court in the county in which 
said lands are situate, a certified copy of the petition and order 
of the court; which papers, when received by the court of the 
county in which the land lies, shall be sufficient authority for 
said court to procure to the appointment of commissioners, who 
shall execute the decree of the court in the manner provided in 
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the first part of this section; and make return ‘of the same to 
the clerk of the said court, and said clerk shall under his hand 
and seal transmit a copy of the return of said commissioners to 
the court in which the succession was opened. ~ 

Szction 7. Be ii further enucted, hat the court at its first 
term after such petition for dower is filed, shall proceed to hear 
and determine as to them shall seem just and right. Provided, 
That the party petitioning for dower shall give ten days previous 
notice to the executors or administrators, or children of such de- 
ceased person, or to their represeytatives or to their guardians if 
they be minors, by sorvice as in other cases; and where there 
are no executors or administrators, or children or their represen-, 
tatives, or when the widow is the executrix or administratrix, 
then she shall give notice by advertisement in the newspapers 
published nearest the county in which the succession is carried, 
and once a week for four weeks. 

Section 8, Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
the widow to retain full possession of the dwelling house in 
which her husband most usually dwelt next before his death, to- 
gether with the out houses, offices or improvements, and planta- 
tion, thereunto belonging, free from molestation and rent, until 
she shall have her dower assigned her. __. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Entitled an Act for the collection of the amounts due on 
judgments of the Supreme, District, and County Courts. 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That from and after the rising of every court, it shall be the du- 
ty of the clerk thereof to tax the costs of suit incurred by the suc- 
cessful party, and for which judgment’ is rendered, distinguish- 
ing between the plaintiff’s attorney’s and sheriff’s fees, and issue 
execution in the following form: 
The Republic of Texas to the sheriff or coroner, as the law may 
reguire, of county : : 
Whereas A B, on the day of , in the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and ; at our court 
hath recovered against C D for debt, (if debt, designate the debt, 
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interest and cost, or if damages, say damages,} and which to the 
said A B now adjudged; these are therefore to command you, 
thai o: the goods, chattels and estates, of the said C D, you canse 
to be made the full amount of this execution, after deducting 
therefrom the legal fees and commissions for collecting the afore- 
said amount; and that you have then this writ at the clerk’s of- 
fice of said court on the return: day hereof, certifying how you 
have executed the same. ; 
Given under my hand this day of , 1S—. 
T H, Clerk. 

SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, That the clerk shall 
keep an execution book, in which it stiall be he his duty to re- 
cord an abstract of all the executions, together with a copy of 
the return of the sheriff, showing the amount, and file the same 
in the office, subject to the order of the plaintiff in the execution, 
or his attorney, and when delivered it shall be the duty of the 
clerk to endorse the delivery in the margin of the execution book, 
and to wifom, which endorsement shall be recorded evidence of 
that fact. 

SECTION 3. Be it further enacted, ‘That should the defend- 
ant in any judgment of court be about leaving the county in 
which judgment may be rendered, and before rising of the court, 
the court shall order execution to be immediately issued, upon 
an affidavit being made and filed with the court of that fact. 

Sscrion 4. Be ü further enacted, That all executions 
shall be made returnable within ninety days from the date of 
their issue, and the defendant or his agent shall have the right 
in all cases to designate the property, and if the defendant shall 
fail or refuse to designate the same, then the levy shal. be made 
in the following manner: first on personal or moveable property, 
then on slaves, and then on lands. 

SECTION 5. Be it further enacted, ‘That whenever proper- 
ty shall have been seized by virtue of any execution, it shall be 
the duty of the sheriff or other officer to advertise the same, if it 
be personal property, twenty days, if it be slaves or lands, thirty 
days, by advertisements posted up one at the court house of the 
county, and at least two others at two or more ef the most pub- 
lic places in the county. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, That upon the day of 
sale the plaintiff may choose one and the defendant another 
appraiser, who being first duly sworn by the sheriff, shall proceed 
to appraise the property seized at its for cash value in that kind 
of money or paper demanded ; and in case of their disagreement, 
then an umpire shall be appointed by the clerk or deputy clerk 


138 


of the court from which the execution may have issued, or in his 
absence by the chief justice of the county where the sale is to be 
made, or in his absence by the nearest justice of the peace, which 
person so chosen shall be duly sworn in the manner aforesaid, 
and proceed to decide between the appraisers. But if either par- 
ty fail to attend either in person or by agent, then and in that 
case it shall be the duty of the sheriff to choose an appraiser or 
appraisers for the absentée or absentees. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted, That the sheriff or oth- _ 
er officer shall then offer for sale the property to the highest bid- 
der for cash, and ifthe bids amount to two thirds of the appraised 
value of the property, then the sheriff or other officer shall de- 
liver up the property to the highest bidder, and on receiving the 
money shall execute a title to him therefor. l 

Secrion 8. Be it further enacted, That if the bids do not 
amount to two thirds of the appraised value, then the sheriff or 
other officer shall again advertisse the same, in the manner re- 
quired by this law; and on the day of sale the property shall be 
sold on a twelve months’ credit, for whatever it will bring, the 
purchaser being required to give bond, with good and suflicient 
security, payable to the plaintiff, which bond be returnable to the 
clerk’s office of the court from which the execution shall have 
issued, and shall have the force and effect of a judgment against 
the principal and the securities; and upon the maturity of the 
bond, if it shall not be punctually paid, execution shall issue 
thereon against the principal and the securities, and the sheriff 
` or other officer, by virtue of this execution, shall proceed to seize 
and sell sufficient property to pay the amount thereof, and costs, 
for cash, without appraisment, which fact shall be endorsed on 
the execution. 

Section 9. Be it further enacted, That if on the sale of 
the property for cash, more money shall be received than sufile- 
ient to pay the amount of the execution, the sheriff shall imme- 
diately pay over the surplus to the defendant, his agent or attor- 
ney; and ifat the sale on a credit of twelve months, the property 
shall bring more than sufficient to pay the execution, the pur- 
chaser shall give the bond heretofore specified, for the amount of 
the execution, and interest up to the maturity of the bond, to the 
plaintiff, and shall execute a similar bond to the defendant for the 
surp:us, upon which said bond execution may issue as afore- 
said. 

Secrion 10. Be it further enacted, That whenever an 
execution is levied upon any property, the defendant shall have 
the right to retain the possession of the same upon giving bond 
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with good security, payable to the plaintiff, in double the amount 
of the debt and costs, conditioned tor the delivery of the property 
to the sheriff on the day of sale. 

Secrion Il. Be it further enacted, That if the defendant 
shall fail to deliver the property so bonded, it shall be the duty of 
the sheriff to return the bond to the clerk of the court from which 
execution issued, as forfeited; whereupon said clerk shall issue 
execution against the principal and the securities on the bond for 
the amount of the debt and costs, upon which said executicn no 
delivery bond shall be taken; which fact shall be endorsed by 
the clerk on the execution. 

` Secrros 12. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the du- 
ty of the sheriff to endorse on tlie execution the day in which it 
came into his hands, and if he receive more than one on the same 
day, and against the same person, he shall number them as re- 
ceived, and on failure he shall be liable to pay twenty per cent. 
on the amount of the execution, to be recovered by the plaintiff 
from him and his securities, upon giving five days notice that a 
motion will be made to this purpose at the next term of the court 
from which this execution issued. 

Section 13.. Be it further enacted, That should any sheriff 
or other officer fail’ or refuse to pay over money collected under 
execution, when demanded by the person entitled to receive the 
same, he shall be liable to pay ten per cent. per month on ihe 
amount So collected, besides interest and costs, which may lc re- 
covered of him and his securities by motion before the court from 
which said execution issued, five days previous notice thereof 
being given. ) 

SECTION 14, Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the clerks of the several courts of this Republic to keep an ex- 
ecution docket, in which shall be entered the names’of the cases, 
the time at which execution issued, the amount therefor, to whem 
and when delivered, and the return which may be made thereon 
by the’sheriff, which said docket shall be subject to the insp ction 
of any person interested, at any time when required; and any 
clerk who shall fail to keep such a docket, or shall negiect to 
. make the entries, shail be liable to a fine of one hundred dellars, 
to be recovered by the party complaining upon motion before the 
court, five days previous notice being given thereof. 

Section 15, Be it further enacted, That in levying on land 
the sheriff or other officer shall first levy on the wild land, end 
lastly on the domicil and improved land; and in case the land 
be more than sufficient to pay the execution and costs al two 
thirds of its appraised value, the appraisers shall take off so much 
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of the land at one corner of the survey as will at the aforesaid 
valuation satisfy the said execution and all costs; and thereupon 
the sheriff or coroner shall offer the land for sale in satisfaction of 
the debt, costs, &c.; and wheever will pay the said execution, 
together with costs and commissions, for the fewest number of 
acres, shall be the purchaser. 

Smurion 16. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the sheriff to keep securely all property executed by him, for 
which no delivery bond has been given, and if any loss shall re- 
sult to any party interested, by his negligence, he shall be liable 
to pay double the value of the property so lost, to be recovered 
by the party injured before any court of competent jurisdiction, 
by motion, five days previous notice thereof being given. 

Section 17. B- it further enacted, That whenever a final 
judgment shall bë rendered by any court of record of this Repub- 
lic, it shall operate as a lien upon the lands of the defendant from 
the day of the date of the judgment; and executions shall ope- 
rate as a lien upon the personal property and slaves.of the defend- 
ant, from the day on which it issues. l 

_ Section 18. Be it further enacted, That if any sheriff or oth- 
er officer shall fail to make return of any execution received by 
him, which return shall be made five days before the ensuing 
court to which the same is returnable, or if he shall make a false 
return, or shall neglect or fail to make a levy when in his power 
so to do, being thereto specially required by the plaintiff, or shall 
fail legally to advertise and offer for sale any property levied. on, 
he shall be liable to pay to the plaintiff in execution the amount 
of the debt, interest and cost, with twenty per cent. damages 
thereon, which may be recovered of him and his securities by 
motion in the competent court, upon- giving five days notice ` 
thereof. 

JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
<- DAVID G. BURNET, 
President of the Senate. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


AN ACT 
Declaring certain children therein named legitimate., 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
af the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That Lura- 
nia Odom, Richard Odom, and Martha Odom, children of David 
Qdom and Frances Deason, and Jacob Odom, Matthew Odom, 
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Mary Odom, and David Odom junior, children of David «toti 
and Sarah Deason, be and are hereby declared legitimate chils 
dren; and capable in law of inheriting their parents proj city in 
the same manner as if they had been burn in lawful wedleck. 
JOHN M., HANSFORD, 

Speaker of the House of Represerts! v€s6 

S. H. EVERITT, 

President pros temo of the S-nate, 


The foregding Act was presented to President Houston for 
approval on the 4th of December, 1858, as appeas trotn the mem- 
moranduni of his private secretary of that date, and was returned 
to the department of State the 28th of February, 1839, w:ihout 
his signature: 

| JAMES WEBB, 
Secretary of State , 
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l JOINT RESOLUTION 

Requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the Pays 

master of the first regiment; second brigade, Texas Miz 

litia, twenty thousand dollars appropriated for men sailed 

Jor by General Rusk 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
‘af the. Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby authorized and res 
quired to pay to the paymaster of the first regiment, second brig- 
ade, Texas militia, the sum of twenty thousand dollars; («iter he 
shall have given bond and security to the President and iis suc- 
cessors in office; in double the amount of the appropriaiicu, for 
his faithful disbursement of said rhoney,) out of any mon-y in 
the ‘Treasury’ not otherwise appropriated, which said sun. was 
appropriated to the outfit of twe hundred and fifty men celled for 
by Major General Thomas J: Rusk, from the second brigade 


‘Texas militias 38 
JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
S: H. EVERITT, ~ 


President pros tem. of thu Srnate. 


The foregoing Act was presented to President Houston for 
approval; on the Ith of November, 1838, as appears from the 
memorandum of his private secretary of that date, and was re» 
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turned to the department of State the 28th of February, 1839, 
without his signature. 


JAMES WEBB, 


Secretary of stale. 


AN ACT 
To change the time of holding the fall term of the District 

Court in Harrisburg County, and to amend the thirty- 

second section of an Act establishing the jurisdiction and 

powers of the District Courts. l 

SECTION l; Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
vesentatives of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, 
That the fall term of the District Court for the county of Harris- 
burg to be held in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
shall be holden on the first Monday in December. 

Section 2 B? it further enact-, That all writs, processes, 
and other proceedings heretofore issued and had, which were 
mide returnable on the third Monday in September, or the fourth 
Monday in November, in the year eighteen. hundred and thirty- 
eight, shall be and they are hereby made teturnable to the Dis- 
trict Court, to be held in accordance with the provisions of the 
first section of this Act; and all parties, witnesses, and jurors, 
are required to be in attendance upon the court as though here: -, 
tofore regularly summoned. 

Secrion 3. Be it further enacted, That if from any cause 
the jury should not be drawn in accordance with the provisions 
of the thirty-second section ef the Act establishing the jurisdic- 
tion and powers of the District Court, in case the array shall be 
challenged or the venire quashed, then it may be lawful for the 
judge to order the clerk to issue a venire facias, directed to the 
sheriff, returnable at such time as the court may direct, requiring 
him to summon the requisite number of individuals to serve as 
jurors, who shall be sworn as though they had been summoned 
in accordance with the provisions of said thirty-second sec- 
tion. g a . 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, That it may be lawful 
for any one of the District Judges to order the clerk to issue a 
venire facias requiring the sheriff to summon as many talesmen as 
may be névessary to constitute a second petit jury, if in the opins 
ion of said judge it may at any time be necessary. 

l JOHN M. HANSFORD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pros tem. af the Senate. 
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The foregoing Act was presented to President Houston fo? 
épproval on the 23th of November, 1838, as appears from the 
memorandum of his private secretary of that date; and was ré- 
turned tosthe department of State, the 28th of February, 1839, 
without his signature. 

l JAMES WEBB; 
Secrètary of Sallo 
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AN ACT 
To create and establish the County of Harrison: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That all 
the territory comprehended within the following limits, begir- 
ning at the mouth of Murval’s bayou, thence in a direct line to 
Noris’ crossing of the Attoyac river, thence up the sanie to its 
source, or to the crossing of Trammel’s trace, thence with said 
trace to the Sabine river, thence up the same to the Cherokee 
crossing, thence along the road leading to Jonesborough, to the 
Big Cypress bayou; thence down the same to Lake Soda, thence 
east to the boundary line between this Republic and the United 
States, thence due south to the Sabine river, thence tip or dowh 
said river; as the case may be, to the place of beginming, be and 
the same is hereby created a new county, to be called by the 
name of Harrison. 

 Ssorion 3. Be it further enacted, That the said county of 
Harrison shall be organized in conformity with an act organiz- 
ing the inferior courts, and defining the powers and jurisdiction 
of the same, and the county courts in said county shall be held 
on the third Mondays of February, May, August and November, 
in each year. k l 

Section 3. Be ü further enacted; That the said Courty shall 
be included in and form a parf of the fifth judicial district, and 
the district court of said county shall be held on the third Mon- 
day after the fourth Monday in April and October, and the dis- 
trict court shall be held in the county of Red River on the fourth 
Monday after the fourth Monday in April and October, and may 
continue-two weeks, and in the county of Fannin on the sixth 
. Monday after the fourth Monday in April and October. 

 Ssetion 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the chief justice of said county, so soom as he shell receive a 
notice of his appointment, to proceed to give motice and hold am, 
election at, the house of Thomas Timmons and William J. Wells 
for the permanent location of the seat of justice in said county, 
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pnd shall make returns of the result of said election to ihc See. 
retary of State. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted; That sajd county shail be 
entitled to ene representytive in Congress, and shall constitute a 
part of the senatorial district composed of the counties of Shelby 
and Sabine, and the chief justice of the county of Shelby sail be 
the returning officer of the district. 

Secrion O. Be it further enacted, That all civil suits which 
have been instituted in the county of Harrison shall be tran: fered: 
to said county, and be completed in the same manner as il cone 
tinued in the county of Shelby: : 

o JOHN M HANSFORD. 
Speaker of the House of Ripres ututivese 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
APPROVED Jan. 23s 1839. 
MIRABEAU B LAMA. 


AN ACT 
To repeal a ceriuin Act therein named. l 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa» 
tives of the Republic of Tegas in Congress assembled, That 
an Act entitled “an Act to authorize attachments to be issued in 
certain cases therein named,” (approved December 18th, 1&37,) 
be and the same is hereby repealed. 
JOHN M. HANSFORE, 
Speaker of the House of Represeitutivess 
S. H EVERITT, 


President pros tem. of the S-nate. 


The foregoing Act was presented to President Houston for 
approval on the 28th of November, 1838, as appears from the 
memorandum of his private secretary of that date, and was res 
turned to the department of State the 28th of February, 1839, 
without his signature. 

JAMES WEBB, 
Secretary of States 
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TomT RESOLUTION apprepriating money fer the protection of the fron- 
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Joint resolution authorizing the President to draw funds for transport- 
ing arms, munitions, troops, &e. &c., 

Joint resolution requiring the President to grant commissions, 

An act authorising the President to issue the promissory notes of the 
government, f 
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to hold a special term of the district court in the couniy of San 
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eight hundred and thirty-eight, l 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Garrett, 

An act to incorporate the Bastrop steam mill company, 2 
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An act entitled an act to amend an ordinance entitled an ordinance 
granting bounties of land to v-lunteers, Jo 

An act defining the place for the receipt of land dues, 

Joint resolution for the relief of John W. Eldridge, 

An act entitled an act for the further protection of the frontier against 
the Comanche and other Indians, 

Joint resolution for the relief of H., A. Alsbury, 

Joint resolution for the relief of R. R. Royall, 

An act entitled an act for the protection of a portion of the frontier, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. P. Miller, 

Joint resolution for the relief of H. Sanderson, 

An act entitled an act to authorize the first auditor to audit the claims 
created under the command of major general Thomas J. Rusk and 
others, in a campaign against the hostile Mexicans and Indians, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, 

Joint resolution for the relief of R. R. Royall, 

An act to incorporate the town of Raleigh in Fannin county, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Elijah Deckrow, 

An act entitled an act to extend to late emigrants, or those who may em- 
igrate within a specified time, a donation of land, 

An ae explanatory of a joint resolution for the relief of colonel Wm. P: 

iller, 


Joint resolution granting to the quartermaster general or the secretary of - 


war equity jurisdiction in the case of G. W. Browning, 

An act to change the name of John Finley Callier to John Finley Rob- 
erts, 

Joint resolution creating certain post routes therein named, 

An act confirming the contract of Messrs. Williams & Burnley for the 
purchase of a steam vessel. —< i 

Joint resolution for the punishment of vagrants, ba 

An act to repeal an act entitled an act to encourage steam navigation, 

An act for the better defining the dividing line betwteen the counties of 
Austin and Fort Bend, west of the Brazos, 

An act entitled an act for the relief of certain orphan children. therein 
named 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of colonel William Ward and 
Robert Collins, N 

An act for the relief of R. M. Williamson, . 

Joint resolution for the relief of W. C. White & Co., 


An act entitled an act for the permanent location of the seat of Govern- . 


ment, 

An act to repeal a certain act therein named, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward, 

An act to authorise the raising of a company of fifty-six men for the 
ranging service, 

An act entitled an act granting a divorce to Sophia Aughinbaugh, 

Joint resolution appropriating two thousand dollars for Indian purposes, 

An act entitled an act fixing the standard of silver and gold coin in this 
Republic 

An act a titled an act to authorize the commissioner of the general Jand 
office to recive the government dues on land, 

An act to punish certain oifences therein named, 

J.-int resolution for lhe relief of colonel James Smith, 

An act ty incorporate the tewns of Comanche and Waterloo, 

Joint ress tution for the relief of M. Sevey, 

Joints dation forthe reher of Lee C. Smith, 

Jointye dota cater the rehet of Louis P. Cooke, 

Jomtre Cus s for the renet ef Dr 8. Booker 
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Jointresolution for the relief of William H. Wharton, 46 
An act the better to define the duties of recorders, AT 
An actto prohibit the driving of cattle from that part of the country west 

ofthe Guadaloupe, ` 48 
An act to establish a mail route from Clarksville to Shelton, 48 
Joint resolution for the reliet of James R. Cook, 49 
Joint e for the relief of William H. Monroe and Noah Smith- 

wic 49 
Joint resolution for the relief of Byrd Lockhart, 50 
Joint resolution for the relief of L- M. Hitchcock, 50 
Joint resolution making an appropriation for the salary of the secretary 

of legation, 50 
An act repealing the 25th section of an act establishing the jurisdiction 

and powers of the district courts, so far as relates to the descendants 

of Indians, 51 
Joint resolution for the relief of James Anson Dunn, 51 
Joint resolution for the relief of A. P. Walden, 52 
Joint resolution for the relief of John Matthews, 52 
Joint resolution for the relief of John White, 52, 
Joint resolution requiring the secretary of the treasury to re-open the 

books of the stock commissioner, s 53 
An act entitled an actto have the seat of justice of Fannin county per- 

manently located, 54 
Joint resolution for the relief of Holland Coffee & Co., 5å 
An act entitled an act to create a board or tribunal for the examination. 1 

and anditing of claims against the government in certain eases, 54 
An act supplementary to ‘an act to dispose of Galveston and other isl- 

ands of the Republie of Texas,” approved June 12, 1837, , 56 
An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to authorize the President 

to negotiate a loan upon the bonds of the government, not exceed- 

ing five millions of dollars, 57 
An act to authorize the President to negotiate a loan of one million of 

dollars, ` 58 
An act for the relief of John G. Love and R.C. Doome, 60 
An act for the relief master builders and mechanics of Texas, 61 
An act entitled an act supplementary to.an act entitled an act creating a 

general post office, 62 
An act entitled an act to amend the judiciary laws of the Republic, 62 
An act to alter the time of holding the district courts in the Danh jadi- 

cial district, 63. 
An act for the relief of the heirs of David Thomas, 4. 
Joint resolution to legalize certain acts therein named, 4 
An act to establish a new mail route, f 65 
Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. K., Rivier and James Stonum, 65 
An act granting a divorce to George Hisher and Elizabeth Fisher, 65 
An a supplementary to an act entitled an act establishing the fees of T 

office, 

An act granting a divorce to Louisa Beasly, 66 
An act entitled an act to define the time of holding justices’ courts, 67 
An act ee an act supplementary to the judiciary laws of the Re- a 
ublic * Ji 
Joint resotntion for the relief of a certain person therein named, 67 
Joint resolution for a certain purpose therein named, b3 
An act entitled an act to define the time of sneriily’ sales, and the man- i 

nor of advertiving, e 
Anact to tran-late the laws of the Repubiie ido the Castcian umire 

and promulgyvie ihe sane, p 
AR atioe{ab shapes ente tobora t La Va a. ue 


PAGES, 
An act to provide for the raising of three companies of mounted Yolun- 
_ teers for trontier service against the hostile Indians, wits 
Joint resolution providing for the printing of the rules and regulations 
of the army of this Republic, "1 
Joint resolution for the relief of A. J. Yates. "1 
Joint resolution for the relief of J. H. Starr and J. S. Roberts, AD 


Joint resolution supplementary to the joint resolution for appointing 
two legal gentlemen to compile a code of laws for the Republic of 
Texas, ng 
An act authorizing the auditor to discharge certain duties, 3 
An act entitled an act to compel all government officers to receive the 
promissory notes of the government for all dues that may accrue to 


them in the discharge of the duties of their office, 74, 
An act entitled an act giving to the President the power to fill vacan- 

cies, 4. 
An act appropriating money to defray the expenses of the various de- l 

partments of the government, ` wd. 
Joint resolution for the relief of James C. Boyd, “5 
Joint resolution for the relief of John A. Zambrano, vis 
An act to authorize the President to appoint a private secretary, 76 
An act to appropriate one milllon of dollars for the proteetion of the fron- 

tier, and for other purposes, r 
Joint resolutien making an appropriation for the Presidents house, T7 


Joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase of a library 
for the Republic of Texas, at 
An act requesting the treasurer to pay the salaries of clerks monthly, 713 
Joint resolution tor the relief of Moses Martindale, 7 
An act amending the act entitled an act adopting a nations! sexi 2nd 
standard for the Republic of Texas, approved 10th Devewber, 


1236, 7 
An act supplementary to the several acts for organizing the militia, 79 
Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Jefferson Chambers, 80 
An act supplementary to an act entitled an act for the permanent loca- 

tion of the seat of government, 8E 
An act entitled an act to repeal certain parts of an act organizing the in- 

ferior courts, and defining tl.s powers and jurisdiction of the same, 82 
Joint resolution for the relief of John S. Roberts, 83 
An act entitled an act for the raising of certain troops therein named, ` 83 
Joint rosolution prescribing the mode of paying troops, . 84 
An act to incorporate the city of Houston, and other cities therein 

named, 84 
An act entitled an act regulating attachments, r g9 
Joint resolution for the relief of Nathaniel Townsend, . g8 


Joint resolution supplementary to a joint resolution for the relief of 
„James Anson Dunn, passed during the present session of Con- a8 
ress, £ 
An act securing patent irghts to inventors, . 98 
An act authorizing the county and district courts to render judgments 
when the verdict of the jury is less than the jurisdiction of the same 
in certain cases, 109 
An act amending an act supplementary to an act entitled an Act to re- 
duce into one act and to amend the several acts relating tothe estab- 


lishment of a general land office, 101 
An act requiring the secretary of the navy to have surveyed the bars and 

passages of the bays and harbors of Texas, . 102 
Joint resolution to prevent clerks or deputy clerks from becoming ad- 

ministrators in certain cases, 102 


An act declaring certain children legitimate therein named, 103. 


PACES 


An act Yo require the plea of “non est factum ” tobe filed under oath in 
certain cases, ` 

Joint resolution allowing pay for copying the journals of the senate for 
the fall and spring sessions of 1837 and 1838, 

An act for the relief of certain persons therein named, 

Joint resolution for the relief of James Gourly, 

Joint resolution authorizing the President to open a trade between the 
inhabitants of westera ‘T:xas, and the Mexicans on the Rio Grande, 

An act supplementary to an act incorporating the city of San Antonio, 
and other towns therein named, ae 

An act to incorporate the towns of La Grange and Rutersville, 

An act fixing the salary of the Texian minister at France, 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William A. Hurd, 

Joint resolutiua appropriating fifteen thousand dollars fer the post office 
department, 

An act changing the time of kolding the county courts of Shelby county 
and Jasper county. 

An act entitled an. act to define the duties of constables 

An act allowing the attorney of the executors of James Bowie to have 
the same recorded in the county of Harrisburg, 

An act entitled an act to facilitate the adjustment of donation claims, 

Joint resolution relating to discharges, 

Joint resolution making a permanent seat ef justice in Robertson county, 

Joint resolution fer thé relief of a certain person theiein named, 

An act entitled an act to exempt certain property therein named, from 
execution, a 

Joint resolution approving of the employment of friendly Indians in our 
service, and providing for their pay, 

An act entitled an act to amend an act relative to probate ceurls, 

An act entitled an act for the establishing ofa post route from San Au- 

` gustine to post Gaddo, 

An act to legalize the acts of certain officers therein named, 

An act legalizing the acts of the comptroller of the stock fund, 

An ect entitled an act making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1839, 

An act entitled an act to incorperate the Tcu toa and Brazos rail read 
company, =o 

An act entitled an act appropriating certain land for the establishment 
of a general system of education, 

An act to authorize the commissioner of the general land office to em- 
ploy two additional clerks, 

An act supplementary to an act entitled aa act to raise a revenue by di- 
rect taxation, : 

An act to establish and incorporate the college of Decals, 

An act entitled an act to appoint commissioners to take charge of the 
property of those engaged in the late rebellion in the county of Na= 
cogdeches, and for other purposes, 

iim act entitled an act defining dowers, 

An act entitled an act for the collection of the amounts due on judge 
ments of the supreme, district, and county courts, 

An act declaring certain children therein named legitimate, 

Joint resolution requiring the secretary of the treasury to pay to the pay- 
master of the first regiment, second brigade, Texas militia, tWenty 
thousand doliars appropriated for men called for by General Rusk, 

Am act to change the time of holding the fall term of the district court 
in Harrisburg county, and to amend the thiity-second section of an 
act establishing the jurisdiction and powers ofthe district courts, 

An act to create and establish the county of Harrison, 

AR act to repeal a certain act therein named, 
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LAWS OF TEXAS, 


ARRANGED BY 


A MEMBER OF TME IBAR 
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‘(The Roman numerals refer to the first avid second volumes of laws. ‘Phe 
abbreviations,’ (“laws 2d Congress,” and “laws 3d Congress,”) stand for laws 
ofthe second session of the second Congress, and laws of the first session of the 
third Congress. 

Many Acts thal appear to be solely of a private nature, ail hot of general 
interest, are not referred to; but it is believed that this index, though nct ccm 
plete in detail, will be found useful to all who have oceasion to Tefer to the 
general laws of the Republic.] 
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VOL. PP. 
ABATEMENT of suits, &c., see laws of 2d Congress, BD 
AMENDMENTS to legal proceedings allowed, I. 204 
Auiens precluded from holding offices; UT, 61 
ATTACHMENTS to issue When property is wrongfully taken, IL 102 

repealed, laws 3d Congress, 144 
regulated, and forza of process, laws 3d Congress 82 
Appear allowed when Republic is party, laws 2d Congress, Z 
AcnnT established in Mobile, I. % 
to Great Britain appointed, : I. B27 
to settle with holders of land scrip in the United States, I. 251 
of government to give bond, `’ - J. 248 
ARCHIVES, public, act concerning, i IT. 44 
ÅTTORNEY GENERAL fees of, I. 138, I. 239, and I. 24% 
° District, fees of, I. 138, and I. 248 
Arrorniss, admission and fees of regulated, laws 3d Congress, 122, and I. 138 
ASTRONOMICAL InstruMENTs, providing for purchase of, laws2d Congress, 22 
Army or Texas, act establishing rules, &e. . of 
to reorganize, I. 2 

claims of officers and soldiers allowed, laws 2d Con- 
Sress, 39 
when officers or soldiers can draw pay, I. && 

and see acts to protect the frontiers. 

Army anp Navy, pay of officers, It 5I 
APPROPRIATIONS, specific, made, ` L 148 
AUDITOR OF accounts required te audit certain claims, Tl. 45 
ADMINISTRATORS, Clerks of courts not to be appointed, lfws3d Congress, 102 

Appiication to be admitted into United States withdrawn, laws 3d Gou- 
gréss, 6S 
Boarn appointed to audit and examine claims, laws 3d Cong ess, 5D 
Boundaries or Texas defined, a` T 18è 
Commissioners appointed to run the same, L 2IL 
Bounty Lanns, how granted, Lo 2 
Cazinet, officers who constitute, and their duties, I To 
CavaLryY, corps authorized to be raised, laws 2d Congress, 26 
CAPITOL, President to renew lease of, laws 3d Congress, i 2 

Commissions to issue to all military officers from President, laws 3d Con- 
Sess, 3) 
CHAPLAINS to Congress allowed pay, I Sil 
CHANGE NoTss, authorizing issue of, Td. 45 
Coneress, when to meet, ` Lo 274 
CuRrRENCY, act to sustain, ut. 57 
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shall have power to change the venue on good 
cause, sec. Il. 
has original jurisdiction in cases where the 
’ amount is $100 or upwards, when not ex- 
pressly cognizable insome othercourt, s.4. 


P 
VOL: PP, 
Coxsuuates established, Tl. 91 
Cops, compilation, authorized, Ti. 103 
clerk to commissioners appointed, laws 5d Congress, W 
Common Law of England applied to juries and to evidence, and in crim- 
inal cases to be followed, I 157 
and see Constitution, art. 4, sec. 14. 
COMMISSIONERS to locate seat of Government, compensaticn of, H. 4i 
to select site for the city of Aus in, &c., laws 3d Congress, 36 
COLONIZATION Laws, titles under confirmed, I 222 
ConorsDo NAVIGATION Company incorporated, » H. 29 
UAN Y do. do. do. laws 2d Congress, 17 
CiTIZENSHIP, What constitutes—see Constitution, section 10 general 
provisions. - 7 
ConsTAaBLEs, duties of, I. 185, and laws 3d Congress 110° ~ 
(CORONERS, duties of, . I. 183 
Cocxty Surveyors, see title, ‘Land Offiec, and . I. 116 
CONTINGENT Fenxp of $10,009 set apart, laws 3d Congress, 7! 
COURT, SUPREMA or Texas, act establishing, IL 6% 
to consist of Chief Justice, and Judges of 
7 district courts—sec. 1; 
to be held annually on Ist Monday of De- 
cember—see. 2. 
Judges hold their offices for 4 years—see 
Constitution, art. 4. sec. 1; 
Majority constitute a quorum—see Consti- 
tution, art. sec. 7. 
Jurisdiction civil and criminal, by appeal 
or other legal process, 
f Has power to punish for contempts, IL 8 
May establish rules for district courts, J, S4 
No judge to sit in a cause where interest- ’ 
ed, or where he has been of counsel for i 
y either party, I. 83 
l ` When court is equally divided in opinion, 
decree of lower court to be affirmed, 
May grant writs of habeas corpus, and 
other remedial process, 
Clerk appointed by court, to hold his office 
four years—liable to fineʻand imprison- 
ment for making false entry~~sec. 13. 
Sheriff of county where court is held, to be 
sheriff of supreme court, and must at- 
tend with deputies, sec. 22. 
And further see act amending Judiciary 
laws. IL Ot. 
Corts, Districr, act establishing, I. 198 
Republic divided into four districts, and one judge 
lor each—jydges elected by joint ballot of both 
houses of Congress—see. 1. 
Time of holding court, laws 2d Congress, 19 
Not to hold two courts in succession in same cir- 
cuit, sec. 9. 
Judge must reside permanently in his district, TI, 59 
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Courts, District, Judges of may hear and determine suits for divorce 
' or separate maintainance, 
shall hear and determine prosecutions by in- 
dictment or information, sec. 4. 
in criminal cases to exercise powers incident 
to courts of oyer and terminer, sec. 4. 
may grant writs of habeas corpus, manda- 
mus, injunction, é&c., sec. 4. 
may grant net trials on conditions, sec.-18. 
may permit amendments in all proceed- 
ings, sec. 20. 
Judges to sum up testimony and'charge only as to 
matier of law, sec. 44. 
Clerk of elected by qualified volers of members of 
Congress, and holds his office four years, sec. 47. 
And further see act. amending judiciary laws, 
° also see laws 3d Congress, 
Act amending and changing time of holding, laws 
əd Congress, 
Gerets, County, act establishing, 
ey to be composed of chief justice. and two assistant jus- 
tices, sec. 18. 
Chief justice has power to grant same remedial pro- 
cess as a district judge, under certain provisions, 
sec. 18. 
‘Chief justices made judges of probate, sec. 24. 
made notaries public for their coun- 
ties, sec. 34. 
Empowered to lay out, discontinue or alter roads, 
‘£ to establish fer~ies, 
a to erect toll bridges, 
Clerk of elected by each county, and to hold his of- 
fice for 4 years, 
made recorders of deeds, &c. 
And see further, laws 3d Congress, p. 82 and 114. 
Covrts, Justices’, act establishing, 
T'wo justices elected for each militia captain’s dis- 
trict, sec. 1. 
To hold office for two years, and be conservators of 
peace, sec. 8, 
To take cognizance of all crimes and felonies, sc. 8. 
May endorse warrants, and in emergencies may de- 
pute any reputable person te execute process, sc.9. 
May examine parties on oath, see. 13, 
Jurisdiction in civil cases extends to $100, sec. 9. 
All suits under the eenditions as before district 
judge, sec. 10. 
Made road commissioners and overseers of poor, 
and authorized to lay county tax, 
And see further, . ° 
‘Grimes AND MisDEMEANORS, act defining, 
Treason, murder, arson, rape, burglary, larcenies, &e., defined, 
Piracy, importation of negroes from any place except the Uni- 
ted States of America declared to be—see Constitution. 
Punishment of crimes and misdemeanors when committed by 
free persons of color, or slaves, provided for, 
Punishment of offences committed in depopulated counties, ses 
saws 2d Congress, 
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YOu. Pr. 
AMI offences known to the common law, and not provided for in 

the Act, are to be punished accordingly, H. 195 

And see further, laws 3d Congress, p. 43-and 48. 
Deputy Crierxs to be appointed, laws 2d Congress, p.43, and WY. it 
‘DECEASED So.piers,setilement of estates, laws 2d Congress, T 
-Act amended, laws 3d Congress, 20: 
Divorces, when. to be granted, &e., i 95 
Discrarcss of soldiers, &c, when granted, Hh ll 
And see also laws 3d Congress, i lit 
Duties on imports allowed to be bonded, laws 3d Congress, 40 
Drarrts on civil or contingent funds to be paid, laws 3d Congress, B 
Dower, act defining, laws 3d Congress, 134 


EpucaTion, appropriating lands to establish a general system of, laws 


d Congress, 120: 

EMPRESARIOS, contraets declared to have ceased, |) ree 

may sue government to settle their claims, H. 7h 

President allowed appeal in these eases, laws 2d Congress, 2. 

Estrays, aet regulating, I. 212 

EmicranTS, lands granted to, , ' I 222 

Donation extended till January f,, 1840, laws 3d Congress, 29° 

Evections regulated, o We T 

ExecuU Tion, certain property exempted from, laws ad Congress, 113. 

Fers, act establishing, T. 135 

Supplementary act, laws 3d Congress, 66: 

for land patents, I. 221 

of sheriffs, constables, and solicitors, I. 243 

Frrres established, pa E 16L 

Frontier, acts to protect, l I 153 

i Mounted riflemen serving on frontier, pay of, E 74, 
And see further, laws 3d Congress, p. 1, 25, 26, 70, 76, 83. 

Fres Arricans, certain of them pcrmitted: to reside in Republic, I. 232 


not permitted to reside permanently without consent 
of Congress—see Constitution, gen. provisions.. 


Funpine and consolidating public debt, act authorizing, E 24h 
Interest on same made payable seri annually, laws 2d Congress, 10 
GAMBLING, ‘act to suppress, I, 228; 


The playing of certain games made penal offences. 
Punished by fine not less than $500 nor more then $1006; 
Justices of peace bound’ to take cognizance of; 

Grand Juries bound to present atk gambling houses.. 


GALVESTON ISLAND; act relating te M.B. Menard, E- TO 
aet to dispose of, and other islands, E 26T 

included in Harrisburg county, I. 224 

and Brazos railroad co. incorporated, laws 2d Congress, 14 

titles made to purchasers of lois on, laws 2d Congress, > 

and see supplementary act, laws 3d Congress, ~ : 56 

to make justice of peace and constable for, Tk. 107 

Elosrrvan, act making appropriation for, i E 3 
Elousr, Presivent’s, purchase of providing for, E. 2} 


HosBanp anp Wire—see titles, “dower,” and “divoree:” 
Elgap-nieurs granted to those who fell under Travis, Grant, Johuson,,. 

and others, laws 2d Congress, 4E 

And see tille “emigrants.” 

ENDIVIDUALS prevented from issuing printed or lithographed notes, in- 

tended to circulate as money, Hi. 4T 
Enpians, friendly to be employed, laws 3d Congress, 104 © 
Juries, grand and petit, manner of selecting, E 208: 
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Jupigns Process, acts amending, laws 3d Congress, 8, GB 
Party must deny on oath the signature to any Writing, 

laws 3d Congress, FA 

Jupomenrs rendered by alcalde, how enfurced, T II. 120 
rendered by supreme, district, or county courts, authoriz- 

< ing the collection of amounts due, laws 3a Congress, 136 

- Lata Orrics, act establishing, I 216 


Commissioner of the general land office to be appointed 
and hold his office for three years, 
Commissioner authorized to receive government dues 


on lands, laws 3d Congress, ` LD 
Commissioner to approve accounts of county survey- 

ors, laws dil Congress, FÈ 
Commissioner to cause seal to be made, and this seal to 

. be competent evidence, I. 216 


Chief clerk of land office to perform duties of commis- 
sioner when the’offiice may he vacant, 

No person employer im land office to be concerned ĝi- 
rectly or indirectly in the purchase of any public 


land, th = Gs 
» County surveyors elected by Congress, to reside at 
county seat, ir, 648 
may appoint deputies—their duties, IT. 64 
Patents issuing from to be signed by President, and 
countersigned by commissioner; I. 217 
, Board of land commissioners constituted, i, 65 
Land office may be closed by proclamation, I. 224 
New board of land commissioners appointed, laws 3d . 
Congress, 10% 
And further see generally, YW. 63 
Also see supplementary acts, ' I, 266, and I. 268 
Lanp Scrip, agent appointed to settle with holders of, I, 251 
resident authorized to issue to Thomas Toby, ko 76 
the further'sale of prohibited, M., 58 
providing for location of, laws 2d Congress, 9, 36 
Lanns, granted to those in battle of San Jacinto, and other battles, IT, 108 
Supplementary to same, laws 2d Congress, Ah 
certificates of granted to those who fell under Fannin, Travis, 
Grant and Johnson, laws 2d Congress, At 
Loans, act authorizing President to negotiate loan of $5,000,000, by 
issuing bonds of the Republic, L 32 


Pledging public faith, proceeds of publie domain, and taxes on 
lands, for payment of interest, and their final redemption, I. 83 


Act supplementary to the above, laws 2d Congress, oO) 

Act supplementary to the same, laws 3d Congress, T 
providing for payment of first loan to Texas, laws 2d Congress è7 

' to negotiate a loan for $20,000, { 76 

° to negotiate a loan of $1,000,000, laws 3d Congress, 5S 
‘Lerrers or Margus awp Reprisan,.act granting, ' IL. 1t 
LiprarY for the Republic, making appropriation for, laws 3d Congress, ERG 
Manriacss with relations within certain degrees unlawful, I. 192 
Certain marriages legalized, I, Bas 


Ministers of gospel, judges of district courts, justices of the 
county courts, and justices of peace, authorized to cele. 


brate; , 
Males under 14, and females under 12 years, shall not 
marry s . ° , ° 
License must be obtained of clerk of county court. ` : 
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VOL. PP. 
IM ARRIAGES between persons of European blood, or’their descendants, 
and Africans or their descendants, unlawful, l ~ I 233- 
„MeDicaL Censors, board of appointed, IL . 40 
Charges for medical services not recovérable unless the persen 
rendering them is furnished with a license, sec 5. 
Temporary licenses may be granted, sec 6. 
No person to hold commission in medical staff without a license 
from the board, sec. 8. 
Act supplementary, II. - 79 
Mecuanics, contracting in writing, to have lien on buildings, laws 3d 
Congress, . 61 
Contraét must be recorded within thirty days, sec 2. ` 
Lien not to have priority over bona fide mortgages, sec. 1. ' 
Execution may be levied on lot as well as buildings, sec. 3. 
Minister appointed to United States, ` IL 29 
And see act I. 231 
Ministers of the gospel, órdained, exempt from military duty, I. 272 
MIORTGAGES, on real estate must be recorded in county where situated, 
laws 2d Congress, 12 
on personal pr operty, where mortgagor lives, laws 2d 
Congress, 12 
on lands foreclosed by petition to district court, law 2d 
Congress, 12 
on personal property by application to county court, laws 
2d Congress, 12 
Moiua, act organizing, I 54 
All citizens of seventeen years of age, and under fifty years, 
liable to enrolment. 
Certain persons exempted, sec. 2. 
Act supplementary, II. 85 
Act amending, I. 240 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT of Republic fixed, I. 163 
Mode of paying troops, laws 3d Congress, M r4 
Navy, act providing for increase of, ' I. 30 
Rules and regulations established, < I. 86 
Act augmenting navy, I. 13 
Appropriations Tor'naval service for 1839, laws 3d Congress, 116 
Navy AND Army, pay of provided, iT. 51 
Supplementary act, r II. 52 
NATIONAL SEAL AND STANDARD established, I, 72 
Supplementary act, laws 3d Congress, 79 
Notaries Puste chief justices of county.courts, ex officio, IL 155 
One for each port of entry, > , Il 16 
Two additional where seat of government may be or 
is, and one additional for each county, laws 2d 
Congress, 4 
Oartu in addition to that prescribed by Constitution, L 52 
previous to obtaining a title to land, II. 766 
of office may be administered to chief justices and Justices of 
peace by representatives of their counties, L 157 
Orricers of Government must receive pay in promissory notes of same, 
excepting distric. judges cud chief justice, laws 3d Congress, 74 


Overssrers of poor and reads, I, 145 
PATENT RIGHTS, secured to inventors; 
applicant must deposit description, model, or drawing; 
secured for fourteen years, provided patentee or agent 
reside in Republic for thattime, laws 3d Congress, ~ 99 
PERSONS PERMANENTLY DISABLED, provision made for, TI, 94 l 
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Pitots, collectors of ports to appoint and aa laws 2d ©: ngr ess, it 
-: Port of Velasco, relative to collector of, laws dd Congress, 29 
of La Vaca established, laws 3d Congress, 70 
Purea of “non est factum” to pe filed on oath, laws 3d Congress, : 103 
Presipent authorized to leave seat of Government for thirty days L 24 
to draw funds for transpor ting arms, &c.; 
to grant commissions; laws 3d Congress, 2 
PROMISSORY Nores of government, act authorising issue, I. 229 
No note to be less than one, Ror more than a thou- 
sand dollars, 
to bear interest at the rate of 10 per cent:, aut to be 
f taken for all government dues, 
providing for their redemption, IL 850 
act authori ising re-issue of such as are returned, 
laws 2d Congress, 21 
And see further, laws 3d Congress, 2, 75 
authorizing Wm. G. Cooke to sign name of Presis 
dent to, m. 5 
Printine and publishing laws of provisional government and conven- 
tion, I. 134 
committee app inted, o I. 17 
of laws and journals provided for, I. 93 
Pursers, pay of in navy, I. 240 
Post OFFICE, act establishing, I. 166 
-Also see act, L 27 
Postmaster General holds office for 3 years, I. 127 
Rates of postage, II. 88 
s Robbery of mail, when punished by death, T. V2 
lands appropriated for, = L 196 
" act amendatory, Mm 8&8 
appropriation for, Tr. 10 
Mail routes extended, I, 235 
And see further, laws 3d Congress, p. 5, 7, 20, 65. 
Also see acts, laws 2d Congress, p. 23, 47. 
Poor rersoNs, when not able to pay fees, courts authorized to aid. I. 204 
REVENUE, to be raised by impost duties, I. 226 
Additional act, I, 253 
Articles subject to duties specified, sec. 1; 
Ports of entry established, sec. 2; 
Smuggling defined, sec. 3; 
Smuggled goods subject to seizure, sec. 8; 
to raise by direct tax of one half per cent. ad valorem, I, 25 
Amended, laws 2d Congress, 38 
Assessor of direct tax appointed, and his duty, secs. 2, 5; 
Supplementary act, I. 113 
Additional supplementa: 'y act, laws 3d Congress, 125 
Commissioners of roads and, I. 216 
RANGING SERVICE, to raise a company for, laws 3d Congress, 41 
RECORDERS, duties defined, I. 155 
act better to define their duties, laws,3d Congress, 47 
RETAILERS, dealers by retail or wholesale in goods, wares, and mer» 
chandize, must obtain license, I. 261 
of wines and spirituous liquors pay license of $100; 
Keepers of billiard tables pay for license 8200; 
ninepin alleys, license $150; : 
Innkeepers, license $100, ‘ 
And see more particulars, secs. 6 and 10, I. 264 
Roan from Bastrop to Red River, laws 2d Congress, 82 
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Barares, of President, I. 69 


and see for other officers the whole act compensating the 
civil list. 


of district judges, when payable, I, 276 
of clerks payable monthly, and in promissory notes, laws 3d 

Congress, ‘ 74 
of Indian commissioners, Il. 924 

SEAT oF Government, located temporarily, I 78: 
Act for permanent location of same, laws 3d Congress, 36 
: supplementary to same, laws 3d Congress, 81 
SILVER AND GoLD, standard same as in United States, laws 3d Congress, 42 
SENATORIAL District of Austin &c. established, Jaws 2d Congress, 5 
Secretary or Lecation to United States appointed, laws 3d Congress, 50 
Seat oF Justice for Harrisburg county located, T. 225 
Oo% for Brazoria county located, II. 54 

for any county may be removed, and how, laws 2d | 

Congress, 1 
SHERIFFS, duties defined, I. 179 


elected for two years, and must enter into bond, secs. 1 & 3; 
may appoint one or more deputies, sec. 6; 


must ‘keep the peace and quell all affrays, sec. 10; : 
authorized to rent houses, &c., I. 246 
better to define duties, lawa 2d Congress, 37 
time of sales, laws 3d Congres, 68 
And see further, It. 413 
Souprers, pay of at Columbii provided for, L 31 
Also see further, laws 3d Congress, 716 
Steam Minti Company, Neches incorporated, laws 3d Congress, ’ 7 
Bastrop  “ A ý i ; 21 
Texas, t i I. 76 
Srock COMMISSIONER, and certificates of, ` I. 241 
books of to be re-opened, laws 3d Congress, 53 
Surveys of bars, bays and harbors, ordered, laws 3d Congress, 102 


Steam NavicaTion, „act to encourage, see laws 3d Congress, p.33, and II. 86 


STEAMER PULASKI, act for purchase of, 51 
Tax, certain citizens exempt from, laws 3d Congress, Ji 
poll ofone dollar, I. 262 


‘Trrtes to land under colonization laws declared good on conditions, I. 222 
Trans“sTion of laws into Castilian language provided for. laws 3d 


Congress, l 69 
Vacancies, President has power to fil, laws 3d Congress, 74 
Vacrants, act for punishment of, laws 3d Congress, 32 
Venue, judges have power to change, J. 202 
VOLUNTEERS, relative to services of, and bounty lands, IL 34 

authorising President to receive services of, I. 225 

And see further, laws 3d Congress, p. 6, 23, 70. 

Witnesses, when privileged from arrest, &c., ý I. 205 


negroes, mulattoes, Indians, &c., when incapable of being, I. 205 
attornies not allowed compensation as, laws 3d Congress, 124 


* 
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RELATIVE TO PRIVATE PERSONS, AND RELINGI LAWS: 
Allen Joha M. T; 229 | Hitchcock L: D VOL Pis 
Alsbury HL A. ls. 3d Gon, 25 Hard W. wan eee “om ih 
Aughinvaugh Sophia; * “ 49| Hynes A. We oe 
Bryant John, I, -68| Harvey Thomas se st 719 
Borden G. & T: H I. S5|Hunt Memucan, > T “35 
Buchanan John, IL 27) Jones Anson; T, BO 
Beremendi M: A. I 92|Kemper John, - s.8dcom. E 
Brown Dotigald TE 94\Kuykendal William * %2 
Bot man A. IR. Wi; 117) la Garza de M. Antonio i 99 
Briar D. B. m ls: 2d Con. 87 | Linn John A. IL. 107 
Brashear R: C. 66 25 Da “¢ 
Brigham M.A. wou M8 Laney William, le pega, 1 
ooker ®©.” co 48 | Lockhart By 3 
Browning G W. ls. 3d Con, . 31| LoveJ.C. wat, eae ED 
KEP Do e 46 | Le Grand B. Q. o 
Beasly Louisa; © s Cê | McKinney & Williams, ii i- 
Burleson Edward, eE Ee G8) Millsaps Mary; ~’ os 
Boyd J. C. © oo u A Moody 3 W. T oi 
Carabajal Manuel, iI, 26} McKoy widow Kitt? I. 100 
Clifton John M. IL 27) Murray John, Is. 2d con, 28 
rosby Edmund P. ÎI.. 23 | Millsaps Mary e ag 
Collinsworth James; I, 98| Menard M, Bo T 25 
Curtis Stillman S. I. 115] Same and others 20 
Colvin Aaron, Is. 8d Com, 27) Miller John H * 4g, 2d A 
Childers Geo, o 48 | Marshall 8. B. Se ae ag 
allier Jobn F. ls. 38 Com. 3012 Antoni 5 
Cooke Louis P. co AG Bitter Wee Be Spe a z 
Cooke James R. eo oa 49| Same, ! uo e 2i 
Chambers Thos: Je “ ~ 80) Manning Joseph; heirs, °  “ ai 
Durecha, Charles, I eg Monroeand Smithwick,« © £9 
e Uo é Matthews John 765s z 
Dewall B. H ls. 2a Con. 29 | Martindale Moses be 08 rd 
eckrow Blijah, ls. 3d Con, 29) Niblin F Is. 2d ci t 
Dunn James A. % s 60 | O'Donovan Ellen, > aa cole 10 
Supplery to same, “ at 98 | Orr George; h eis. Ig. 3de 1. hoe 
Erwin James, and others, I, 229 | Parker Isom, "Ag, D4 con o 
Eldridge John, W.: ls. 3d Con. ~ 24|Ricord John; sees I 3s 
ranklin B. G. I. 276| Ros i , 7 a 
Forbes Jobn; i I. 101 Sr 1s: 2 d oie 20 
Postr Jobn R. ls. 2d Con: 1| Roberts John 8. ae a a 
iach J. W. co 10| Rivier W. R. & Stonum y 
fsher George and Elizabeth fis. 8.com, € 
o is. 3d Com. G5 ith E ig “eee i oa 
Francois Sebastian, Ks 252 ar on aal of i es 
Green Thomas J. > i 132 Sutherland George, Is. 2d co Uh ws 
Garrett John, Is. 3d Con 201 Sherman Sidne Do aor a 
Gourky James, oa se 105 | Sanderson n Js is. 3 ss 
aa & Wright, `L 179) Smith James ry a oo a 
ariy J. H. i. 270|Sevey M ` w AG 
Hen rick W. a I.  @iSmith Lee G. to u sa 
Molenda Cofee & Coa IL 161 Starr J. H. & Roberts, 3 % eo 
_ , Same; js, 84 Con,  54/|Swartwout S, & others, ©  “ 5 
Hatch So - 35 | Sharpe John; CE G 
H son M. C. IL 134| Thornton Francis Ù. TL 102 
noe Hobart, - ds. 8d Con 7 Same; i TT. ah 
orton JA. G. x” 88 "Talbot John "6 
) ls. 2 > € 
Hardman ©, B. 86 66 481 Tyler Daniel, 5 ee oe E 
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Ahomas David, héirs Is. 3d con. ‘64 Wood Hiram, pute s+ es 29 
-Townsend Nathl. , a 98| Williams & Burnley, ls. 2d con. 32 
Toby Thomas, I. 76| Ward Wm., heirs of, “ 34 
Vince John, ls. 2d*con. 37| Williamson R. M. o Aey 35 
Wolf J.M. : I. 51| White Wm. C. & co “ « 36 
Walsh Alexander, I. 251| Ward Thomas W. ee 41 
Woodruff John, IL. 29! Wharton Wm. H. u u AT 
‘Weymouth D. F. Il. 105| Walden A.P. . uo u 52 
‘Wharton John A. TI. 109| White John uo ou 52 
Williams Samuel, Il. 110! Wilkins Richard R, “ € 104 
Same, supplementary; II. 120| Yates A. J. «o Ku 71 
Wyatt. P. Ss: Is. 2d con. 24 | Zambrano John A. ce 75 


ACTS FOR THE INCORPORATION OF CERTAIN TOWNS. 


, .VOL, PP. “VOL. -PP: 
Aransas, ls. 3d con. 84| Milam and Zavala, ls. 8d con; 18 
Anahuac, - I, 239 | Mina, Te i 
Brazoria, II. 17| Nacogdoches, II, 12 
Bevilport, I. 239 Same, ls, 38d con. 107 
Bexar, I. 239 | Nashville, I. 239 
Beaumont, Is. 8d con. 9 | Raleigh, ls. 3d con. 28 
Columbia, ‘{1.°118, and I. 239 | Richmond, II. 21 
Comanche, * Is. 3d con. 45 | Rutersville, Is, 8d con. 107 
Columbus, I, 239| San Augustine, a 89 
Gonzales, ls. 2d con. | 3| San Antonio, Hen +e 106 
Galveston; ls. 8d con. 89| San Patricio, eaS 107 
Harrisburg, I. 239 | Sabine, IT, 50 
Hamilton, II, 50/San Felippe de Austin, H. 21 
Houston, ls. 8d con. 84] Shelbyville, II. 12 
independence, I. 239 | Sarahville, I, 239 
La Grange, ls. 8d con. 107| Texana, ` I. 239 
Liebrty, I. 244 Velasco, I. 239 
Matagorda, ls. 3d con. 82 | Victoria, Il. 38 
Milam and Goliad, II. 124 


ACTS RELATIVE TO COUNTIES. 


VOL, PP. VOL, PP. 

Austin & Fort Bend, 1s.3dcon. 33| Harrison, ls. 3d con. 143 
Austin, ls: 2d con. 43 | Jackson, II. 122 
Bastrop, ` Ii. 90] Jasper, H. 55 
Supple’ry to same, I, 272 | Jefferson, IJ. 110 
Bastrop and Gonzales, ls.2d con. 44 Liberty, II. 84 
Bexar & San Patricio, ls,2dcon. 33 | Montgomery, II. 33 
Fayette, Il, 35 Supple’ry to same; Ils.2dcon. 45 
Supple’ry to same, ls. 2d con. 2| Mina, II. 90 
Fannin, TI. 53 Robertson, II. 56 
Fort Bend, II. 118| Red River, I 89 
Galveston, Is. d con. 42| Shelby, If. 48 
Gonzales, II. 143 | San Augustine and Sabine, IL 52 
Houston; I. 270 | Washington, It, 49 


Same, i L. 249 


